
PAPUA NEW GUINEA VOLUNTEER RIFLES   (PNGVR). 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CMF POST WAR. 

IN EARLY 1946 THE VICE-CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF PRESENTED THE ARMY’S FIRST POLICY PAPER 

ON THE NATURE OF THE POST-WAR ARMY, AND THIS WAS APPROVED BY CABINET IN JUNE 1947. 

IN 1949 A WW11 VETERAN RESERVE OFFICER WROTE TO THE ADMINISTRATOR OF PNG ABOUT 

FORMATION OF A CMF UNIT IN PNG.  THIS WAS PASSED TO NORTHERN COMMAND HQ IN BRISBANE 

AND RESULTED IN APPROVAL FOR A CMF INFANTRY BATTALION IN PNG. IN 1950 THE FIRST PNGVR 

COMMANDING OFFICER WAS APPOINTED.  LT COL N.R. McLEOD, A DUNTROON GRADUATE. 

IN SEPTEMBER HE TOURED THE MAIN CENTRES OF PNG TO OBTAIN A FEEL FOR THE COUNTRY AND 

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ACCOMMODATION FOR ARA STAFF AND FACILITIES FOR TRAINING 

DEPOTS.  HE WAS TOLD BY N COMMAND NOT TO ENLIST ANYONE UNTIL SO ORDERED. 

IN MARCH 1951 LT COL N.P. MADDERN REPLACED LT COL McLEOD AND COMMENCED RECRUITING 

FOR HEADQUARTER COMPANY.         OTHER ACTIONS FOLLOWED IN 1951. 

I) THE ADMINISTRATOR, COL J.K. MURRAY BECAME HONORARY COLONEL OF PNGVR 

II) A COY WAS RAISED AT LAE IN APRIL THAT YEAR, B COY AT RABAUL IN MAY AND 3 PL 

A COY AT BULOLO/WAU IN JUNE. 

III) ALL ENLISTEES WERE WHITE WITH THE MAJORITY BEING WW11 VETERANS. 

IV) DURING THE LIFETIME OF PNGVR, UNITS WERE ALSO RAISED AT BANZ, GOROKA, 

KAINANTU, SAMARAI, MADANG, MT HAGEN AND WEWAK, ALTHOUGH THE SUB 

UNITS AT BULOLO/WAU, KAINANTU AND SAMARAI WERE DEACTIVATED AND NEVER 

REFORMED. 

V) CO PNGVR ALSO BECAME AREA COMMANDER WHICH INCLUDED BEING RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE RAISING OF PACIFIC ISLANDS REGIMENT (PIR).   

VI) IN DECEMBER THE CO LED A PARTY OF PNGVR AND CIVILIANS OVER THE KOKODA 

TRAIL AND THE PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY GAVE THE TREK GOOD COVERAGE.  PRIOR 

TO THIS WALK NO CIVILIANS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF KIAPS AND LOCALS HAD 

WALKED THE TRAIL SINCE WW11.  

VII) PNGVR ENDED 1951 WITH A STRENGTH OF LESS THAN 200 AND UNTIL 1964 THE 

STRENGTH OF PNGVR NEVER EXCEEDED 200. 

 

A LOT OF PROBLEMS FACED THE CO PNGVR. 

i) THE ADMINISTRATOR WAS LUKEWARM IN DEALINGS WITH HIM 

ii) LACK OF ACCOMMODATION WAS A MAJOR PROBLEM WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR: IT 

WAS FELT THAT THE ARMY WAS STEALING THEIR HOUSING AS, PRIOR TO 1951, THE 

ADMINISTRATION HAD BEEN TOLD BY N COMMAND THAT IT WOULD NOT NEED MURRAY 

BARRACKS HOUSING. 

iii) SOME DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS SEEMED TO SEE THE ARMY AS AN OPPOSITION AS 

PNGVR WAS ATTRACTING YOUNG KIAPS AND POLICE OFFICERS TO ITS RANKS. 

SOME ENCOURAGING MATTERS WERE. 

i) ALL SUB UNITS WERE APPOINTING PNGVR NCO’S. 

ii) AN INSTRUCTION TEAM HAD BEEN CREATED TO TEACH THESE NCO’S METHODS OF 

INSTRUCTION. 



iii) AT RABAUL, B COY, WAS PRESENTED WITH A US DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION BY 

THE US MILITARY ATTACHE IN AUSTRALIA FOR SAFEKKEPING.   THE CITATION WAS 

FOR ACTIONS ON LOS NEGROS ISLAND IN THE ADMIRALTIES IN WW11 IN WHICH 

ATTACHED  ANGAU AND EX-NGVR MEN WERE INVOLVED. 

iv) 12 MEN FROM A COY, PNGVR LAE, CARRIED OUT A PATROL FROM THE MOUTH OF 

THE BUANG RIVER TO BOANA, A LUTHERAN MISSION, FOLLOWING A WELL KNOWN 

WARTIME TRACK USED BY WARRANT OFFICER PETER RYAN WHEN BEHIND ENEMY 

LINES IN 1942. 

ALSO IN 1951 THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT INTRODUCED A FORM OF NATIONAL SERVICE WHERE 

EVERY AUSTRALIAN MALE OF THE AGE OF 18 WAS REQUIRED TO ATTEND A COMPULSORY CAMP OF 

FULL TIME TRAINING FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD OF 5 YEARS CMF SERVICE. 

THIS PROVED BENEFICIAL FOR PNGVR AS MANY MEN COMING TO PNG TO WORK HAD TO COMPLETE 

THEIR MILITARY SERVICE AND PNGVR WAS THE ONLY UNIT IN PNG WHERE THEY COULD COMPLY 

WITH THIS. 

I WILL NOW BRIEFLY COVER THE PNGVR SITUATION OVER THE FOLLOWING YEARS. 

 BY 1953.     PNGVR WAS DECLARED A GOING CONCERN  

PNGVR STRENGHT WAS 7 OFFICERS AND 175 OTHER RANKS. 

3BZ WIRELESS TRANSCEIVERS WERE INSTALLED AT EACH SUB UNIT, MAKING ADMINISTRATION 

DUTIES EASIER. 

PROMOTION EXAMS FOR CORPORAL AND SERGEANT WERE HELD AT MURRAY BARRACKS. 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL VISITED LAE FOR THE OPENING OF THE RECENTLY COMPLETED CROSS OF 

SACRIFICE AT THE LAE WAR CEMETERY AND PNGVR PROVIDED AN HONOUR GUARD. 

A PARADE FOR THE QUEENS CORONATION WAS HELD AT ELA BEACH OVAL, PORT MORESBY,  AND 

INCLUDED PNGVR. 

1954.    THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, FIELD MARSHALL SIR WILLIAM SLIM VISITED RABAUL FOR THE 

OPENING OF THE GATES AT BITA PAKA WAR CEMETERY AND PNGVR PROVIDED AN HONOUR GUARD. 

EQUIPMENT WAS STILL WW11 STYLE.  UNIFORMS WERE KHAKI TROUSERS AND SHIRTS, THE SLOUCH 

HATS DID NOT ALWAYS HAVE CHIN STRAPS, TAN BOOTS WERE ISSUED AND MEMBERS HAD TO 

BLACKEN THEM.  THE BOOTS ALSO HAD BRASS CLEATS  WHICH WERE DANGEROUS IN CEMENT DRILL 

HALL FLOORS, SO THE CLEATS HAD TO BE REMOVED.  BELTS AND GAITERS HAD TO BE BLANCOED AND 

EARLY WW11 STYLE GAITERS WERE ISSUED. MUCH OF THIS, BY THE WAY, WHEN I FIRST JOINED 

PNGVR IN 1959 HAD NOT CHANGED BUT BY THEN WE HAD JUNGLE GREEN UNIFORM IN LIEU OF KHAKI 

AND MODERN GAITERS.  THE .303 RIFLE ISSUED TO ME WAS A 1916 MODEL. 

ALTHOUGH EACH MAJOR CENTRE HAD AN ARMY JEEP THERE WAS NO OTHER TRANSPORT TO CARRY 

TROOPS TO BIVOUACS.  IN THE CASE OF B COY MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF PNGVR  WERE SHELL 

EMPLOYEES SO THE SHELL VEHICLE WAS USED.    I RECALL IN MADANG IN 1959/EARLY 1960’S WE 

USED A VARIETY OF CALABOOSE AND ADMINISTRATION TRUCKS DEPENDING ON WHO HAD ONE TO 

SPARE AT THE TIME. 

1956.     THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH IN THE ROYAL YACHT “BRITTANIA” VISITED RABAUL AND WAS 

MET WITH A GUARD OF HONOUR BY B COY, PNGVR. 



1958.  C COY COMMENCED RECRUITING IN GOROKA.  A COY, LAE, FLEW TO MADANG FOR A 5 DAY 

BIVOUAC OVER EASTER AT THE ‘SIAR’ TRAINING CAMP. 

HQ COY EXERCISED FOR 7 DAYS WITH THE PIR AT GOLDIE RIVER. 

3 PNGVR MEMBERS FROM PORT MORESBY COMPLETED A CROSSING OF THE KOKODA TRAIL IN 7 

DAYS, RECEIVING GOOD PRESS. 

1959/60.  ANNUAL CAMP WAS HELD AT GOLDIE RIVER.  PROBLEMS BEING THAT SOME 7O+ MEMBERS 

OF THE UNIT WERE, FOR DIFFERENT REASONS, UNAVAILABLE FOR THE CAMPS. 

IN 1960 THE BATTALION STRUCTURE ALTERED TO THE NEWLY INTRODUCED PENTROPIC DIVISION 

STRUCTURE WHICH ADDED A SUPPORT COMPANY TO THE BATTALION.   THIS WAS LOCATED IN PORT 

MORESBY. 

1961.   THE NEW SLR (SELF LOADING RIFLE) THE REPLACEMENT FOR THE .303 WAS INTRODUCED TO 

PNGVR AND FIRED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT GOLDIE RIVER TRAINING DEPOT DURING CAMP. 

AN APPLICATION WAS MADE FOR THEATRE AND BATTLE HONOURS FOR NGVR, AND A REGIMENTAL 

COLOUR WAS DESIGNED.  OUR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT, PHIL AINSWORTH, PLAYED A LARGE PART 

IN THIS DESIGN. FOR THOSE NOT AWARE PNGVR COLOURS WERE UNIQUE IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY, 

HAVING THE D’ALBERTIS CREEPER (FLAME OF THE FOREST) ON THE COLOURS IN LIEU OF WATTLE, ON 

THE COLOURS OF ALL OTHER AUSTRALIAN UNITS. 

AN INCIDENT OCCURRED AT THE FLOODED LALOKI RIVER DURING A PNGVR BIVOUAC WHERE A 

PAPUAN CIVILIAN WAS RESCUED AND TWO PNGVR SOLDIERS WERE AWARDED A BEM (BRITISH 

EMPIRE MEDAL). 

ABOUT THIS TIME MEMBERS OF PNGVR COMMENCED ATTENDING VARIOUS ARMY COURSES IN 

AUSTRALIA. 

PNGVR STRENGTH WAS 156.   

1962.    ABOUT 90 MEMBERS ATTENDED ANNUAL CAMP AT TAURAMA BARRACKS WITH FIELD 

TRAINING BEING CARRIED OUT AT GOLDIE RIVER. 

PNGVR WAS AWARDED THE NGVR BATTLE HONOURS AS CUSTODIANS. 

“IMPERIAL ECHOES” WAS SELECTED AS THE PNGVR REGIMENTAL MARCH. THOSE WHO ATTENDED 

EITHER OUR FORMAL OR FIELD DINNERS WOULD RECALL “IMERIAL ECHOES” BEING PLAYED FOR THE 

MARCH IN AND OUT OF THE FLAGS. 

1963.  ABOUT 150 MEMBERS ATTENDED ANNUAL CAMP AT MURRAY BARRACKS (THE LARGEST 

NUMBER TO DATE), AND IT WAS THE LAST TIME GOLDIE RIVER TRAINING AREA WAS USED BY PNGVR. 

PNGVR WERE THE FIRST CMF SOLDIERS TO FIRE THE GPMG60 – THE NEW MEDIUM MACHING GUN 

WHICH REPLACED THE BREN GUN. 

1 SAS COY ARRIVED IN PNG FOR A LARGE SCALE EXERCISE IN WHICH PIR WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED AND 

PNGVR PROVIDED A NUMBER OF UMPIRES OVER THE EXERCISE.   “LONG HOP”, AS IT WAS CALLED,  

WAS THE LARGEST FIELD EXERCISE CONDUCTED IN PNG SINCE WW11. 

THE ANZAC DAY MARCH IN PORT MORESBY THAT YEAR WAS ATTENDED BY PNGVR, PIR AND SAS AND 

A FILM OF THE MARCH IS TODAY HELD IN THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL. 



1964. JANUARY 1964 SAW THE BIGGEST CHANGE IN THE PNGVR SINCE ITS INCEPTION WITH THE 

ENLISTMENT OF PNG CITIZENS, INCLUDING MEN OF CHINESE AND MALAY DESCENT.  THE 

INTEGRATION OF THESE PEOPLE WAS A NEW LEARNING CURVE FOR PNGVR OFFICERS AND NCO’S 

AND WORKED OUT WELL.  MANY OF THE NEW LOCAL RECRUITS, EVEN THOUGH THE MINIMUM 

EDUCATION STANDARD DICTATED GRADE 6 LEVEL, DID NOT HAVE A GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH, 

AND I RECALL IN GOROKA IT WAS NOT UNUSUAL FOR AN INSTRUCTOR TO SOMETIMES MOVE INTO 

PIDGIN DURING A LECTURE IF IT BECAME OBVIOUS THAT ENGLISH WAS NOT GETTING ACROSS.  I DID 

THAT MYSELF ON OCCASIONS. 

ONE OTHER DIFFICULTY WAS INTRODUCING RECRUITS WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY NEVER BEEN ALLOWED 

TO USE FIREARMS TO RIFLES, MACHINE GUNS, GRENADES AND OTHER EXPLOSIVES.   

ANNUAL CAMP 1964 WAS AT MT AMBRA, IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS NEAR MT HAGEN.  THIS CAMP 

RESULTED IN THE LARGEST PEACETIME TROOP MOVEMENTS IN PNG IN A SINGLE DAY SINCE WW11 

WHEN 350 TROOPS WERE FLOWN INTO MT HAGEN. 

1964 WAS A YEAR OF CHANGE FOR PNGVR.   THAT YEAR PNGVR WAS ISSUED WITH JUNIPER GREEN 

UNIFORM AS WALK OUT DRESS IN LIEU OF JUNGLE GREENS, LOCAL ENLISTEES WERE ISSUED BOOTS 

AND GAITERS INSTEAD OF SANDALS WHICH HAD BEEN THEIR INITIALLY ISSUED FOOTWEAR, AND, 

AFTER ANNUAL CAMP AT MT AMBRA, THE SLOUCH HAT, WHICH HAD BEEN ISSUED TO EUROPEAN 

MEMBERS ONLY, WAS WITHDRAWN AND ALL RANKS THEN WORE A NAVY BERET. 

AFTER THESE CHANGES THE BIGGEST PROBLEM FACED WAS THE PAY RATE.  NATIONALS RECEIVED 

MUCH LESS THAN EUROPEANS.  THIS WAS ADDRESSED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS BUT NEVER 

SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED. 

AS PREVIOUSLY STATED 1964 SAW THE BIGGEST CHANGES EVER IN THE HISTORY OF PNGVR. 

THE RANGE OF INDIGENOUS RECRUITS INTO PNGVR WAS HUGE.  IN GOROKA WE HAD DOCTOR ALAN 

TARATEA AND DENTIST GEOFFREY TIMU, BOTH OF WHOM HAD GRADUATED AT THE SUVA MEDICAL 

COLLEGE AND WERE EMPLOYED AT THE HOSPITAL IN GOROKA.  IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY A DOCTOR 

AND AN DENTIST WOULD HAVE ENTERED THE ARMY AS CAPTAINS IN THE MEDICAL CORPS, BUT BOTH 

ALAN AND GEOFFREY WERE FIRM IN THEIR WISH TO REMAIN PRIVATES AND JUST BE PART OF THE 

PLATOON.  

AT YEAR’S END EFFECTIVE STRENGTH OF PNGVR WAS 28 OFFICERS AND 520 OR’S, THIS BEING ITS 

GREATEST STRENGTH SINCE INCEPTION. 

1965/66.   

BEST DESCRIBED AS “YEARS OF CONSOLIDATION” AFTER THE HUGE CHANGES IN 1964. 

ANNUAL CAMP 1965 WAS AGAIN AT MT AMBRA AND IN 1966 ON THE BUTIBUM RIVER OUTSIDE LAE.  

THE LATTER WAS ACTUALLY AN OLD ARMY SITE FROM 1943 WHEN THE AUSTRALIAN 9TH DIVISION 

MADE AN AMPHIBIOUS LANDING AT THE BUMBU RIVER AND COMMENCED THEIR ADVANCE ON LAE, 

CROSSING THE NEARBY BUTIBUM RIVER.     OVER 500 MEN ATTENDED EACH CAMP.   

FROM MY OWN PERSPECTIVE I WAS MOST UNIMPRESSED WITH THE 1966 CAMP AS IT WAS HELD 

DURING THE WET SEASON AND MY OPINION WAS THAT THE CONSTANT HEAVY RAIN HINDERED 

TRAINING, NOT ASSISTED IT. IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO TRAIN SOLDIERS WHO ARE WET, COLD AND 

MISERABLE.  THE HIGHER BRASS IN PNGVR HOWEVER REPORTED THAT IT HAD SUBJECTED THE PNGVR 

MEMBERS TO “CHALLENGING CONDITIONS”. FROM MY POINT OF VIEW THEY WERE “CHALLENGING” 

ALLRIGHT. 



1966 ALSO SAW THE RAISING OF THE UNIVERSITY PLATOON, PNGVR.   THIS WAS RAISED IN JUNE AT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF PNG, PORT MORESBY, WITH MEMBERS COMING FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. 

UNTIL THE DISBANDMENT OF PNGVR IN 1973 THE UNIVERSITY PLATOON HAD A CONTROVERSIAL 

HISTORY WITH ONGOING DIFFERENCES BETEEN THE UNIVERSITY HEIRACHY AND THE ARMY. 

ALSO IN 1966 THE WEWAK DETACHMENT OF PNGVR WHICH HAD BEEN RUNNING FOR A YEAR 

OFFICIALLY BECAME “D” COY AND MADANG, WHICH HAD OVER THE YEARS BEEN ATTACHED TO A COY 

LAE, C COY GOROKA, AND A COY LAE AGAIN, BECAME 12 PLATOON, D COY, ATTACHED TO WEWAK. 

1967.   

ANNUAL CAMP SAW 450 SOLDIERS MOVED BY ROAD TO THE BULOLO VALLEY AND THEN SPENT A 

WEEK MOVING ON FOOT BACK TO LAE USING THE WAU-LAE ROAD AS AN AXIS OF ADVANCE IN A 

COUNTER INSURGENCY EXERCISE.   

1967 ALSO SAW THE FIRST CMF OFFICERS BEING POSTED TO VIETNAM AS “OBSERVERS”.  DURING 

FOLLOWING YEARS QUITE A NUMBER OF PNGVR OFICERS SAW ACTIVE SERVICE IN VIETNAM. 

THAT YEAR PNGVR HEADQUARTERS MOVED FROM PORT MORESBY TO IGAM BARRACKS, A NEWLY 

BUILT COMPLEX, OUTSIDE LAE. 

1968 TO 72.  ANNUAL CAMPS WERE HELD AT IGAM BARRACKS WITH FIELD EXERCISES IN THE NEARBY 

ATZERA RANGES. 

THE FIRST WEEK OF THE 1969 CAMP WAS DEVOTED TO PREPARATION FOR THE PRESENTATION OF 

THE QUEEN AND REGIMENTAL COLOURS WHICH WERE PRESENTED TO THE CO PNGVR BY THE 

ADMINISTRATOR OF PNG ON 17 MAY.   THE SECOND WEEK CONSISTED OF A 4 DAY EXERCISE IN THE 

ATZERA RANGE. 

BATTALION PARADES WERE ALSO HELD AT IGAM BARRACKS DURING THE 1970 AND 1971 CAMPS. THE 

UNIVERSITY PLATOON, WHICH HAD USUALLY HELD ITS ANNUAL CAMP SEPARATE TO THE MAIN 

PNGVR CAMP DUE TO CLASHES WITH THE UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC PROGRAMME ATTENDED THE 1970 

CAMP. 

THE FIELD EXERCISE FOR THE 1972 ANNUAL CAMP WAS HELD IN THE FINISTERE RANGES, THE SITE OF 

A NUMBER OF BATTLES DURING WW11.  ATTENDANCE NOW HAD FALLEN TO 357 ALL RANKS. 

1973.   THE LAST CAMP OF CONTINUOUS TRAINING BY PNGVR WAS IN 1973 AT FINSCHHAFEN AND 

AGAIN PNGVR HAD THE ASSISTANCE OF PIR SOLDIERS.  324 ALL RANKS ATTENDED. 

IT WAS AT THE END OF THIS CAMP THAT THE OFFICIAL DISBANDMENT OF PNGVR AT THE END OF THE 

YEAR WAS ANNOUNCED. 

A NUMBER OF REVIEWS HAD BEEN HELD RE THE FUTURE OF PNGVR AND IT WAS DISBANDED AS IT 

WAS CONSIDERED THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN AFTER INDEPENDENCE WHEN IT WOULD 

MOVE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY TO BEING PART OF THE PNG DEFENCE FORCE.  IT WAS NOT A 

SUITABLE UNIT FOR USE IN INTERNAL SECURITY OPERATIONS AND ITS ADMINISTRATION WAS 

DIFFICULT. MOREOVER PNGVR REGIONAL BASES COULD PROVIDE A SOURCE OF POWER FOR AREAS 

DISAFFECTED WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 

WHEN IT WAS DISBANDED PNGVR WAS REPRESENTED AT:- 



-  PORT MORESBY – ADMIN COY, SUPPORT COY AND UNIVERSITY PLATOON.  

-  LAE – A COY. IGAM BARRACKS, LAE – HQ PNGVR. 

-  RABAUL – B COY. 

- GOROKA, MT HAGEN AND BANZ – C COY. 

-  WEWAK AND MADANG – D COY. 

EVENTS WHICH FOLLOWED THE DISBANDMENT OF PNGVR. 

THE CURRENT ASSOCIATION. 

FORMED IN THE EARLY 1990’S IT IS STILL A VIABLE ASSOCIATION, EVEN THOUGH THE MEMBERSHIP IS 

AN AGEING ONE.  AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IS THE NUMBER PRESENT HERE TODAY WHICH WOULD HAVE 

BEEN EVEN GREATER EXCEPT FOR THE EFFECTS OF COVID-19 WHICH HAS RESTRICTED INTERSTATE 

TRAVEL. 

LAYING UP OF PNGVR COLOURS.   

ANZAC DAY 1974 SAW THE LAYING UP OF THE QUEENS AND REGIMENTAL COLOURS IN CANBERRA. 

THEY ARE NOW HELD IN THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AND CAN BE VIEWED IF SUFFICIENT 

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO THE AWM. 

MARCHING ON ANZAC DAY. 

EVER SINCETHE FORMATION OF THE ASSOCIATION WE HAVE MARCHED AS AN ASSOCIATION ON 

ANZAC DAY.   

WITH THE DECLINING MEMBERSHIP AS WE AGE THE NUMBERS HAVE REDUCED FROM OVER 100 IN 

THE 1990’S/EARLY 2000’S TO 25 THIS YEAR. 

MONTEVIDEO MARU SERVICES.  

THE ASSOCIATION HOLDS AN ANNUAL SERVICE ON THE 1ST JULY EACH YEAR TO REMEMBER THE 

SINKING OF THE UNMARKED JAPANESE POW VESSEL “MONTEVIDEO MARU” WITH 1053 SOLDIERS 

AND CIVILIANS ABOARD, WITH NO PRISONER SURVIVORS.  THIS SERVICE COMMENCED IN THE EARLY 

1990’S WITH THE FORMATION OF THE ASSOCIATION AND IS ONE OF THE FEW OFFICIAL MONTEVIDEO 

MARU SERVICES HELD IN AUSTRALIA. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSEUM. 

OUR MUSEUM OPENED IN FEBRUARY 2006 AND IS ONE OF THE FEATURES OF THE ASSOCIATION.  

THERE IS A LOT OF RARE MEMORABILIA HELD IN THE MUSEUM AND A DEDICATED GROUP OF 

VOLUNTEERS KEEP IT IN TIP TOP CONDITION FOR SHOW TO THE PUBLIC. 

HARIM TOK TOK 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE MAIN CONTACT BETWEEN ASSOCIATION MEMBERS SPREAD ALL OVER 

AUSTRALIA AND OVERSEAS.   IT IS PRODUCED EACH TWO MONTHS AND HAS BEEN THE ONE 

CONTINUOUS MEANS OF CONTACT WITH MEMBERS EVER SINCE THE ASSOCIATION WAS FORMED. 

WEB AND FACEBOOK SITES. 

THE ASSOCITION ALSO HAS BOTH A WEB AND FACEBOOK SITE AND THESE CONTAIN MANY PHOTOS 

AND INFORMATION ON BOTH THE PNGVE AND THE NGVR. 



SERVICE IN PNGVR.  FOR THOSE OF US WHO SERVED IN PNGVR THAT SERVICE LEFT INDELLIBLE 

MEMORIES.   IT IS NOT OFTEN DURING ONES MILITARY SERVICE THAT YOU HAVE THE UNIQUE 

EXPERIENCE OF SERVING IN AREAS WHICH HAD BEEN OCCUPIED DURING WW11, OR THE PRIVELEGE 

OF HAVING CARRIED OUT EXERCISES AND TEWTS (TACTICAL EXERCISE WITHOUT TROOPS) IN AREAS 

THAT HAD BEEN FOUGHT OVER DURING WW11. 

ONE WILL NEVER FORGET THE EXPERIENCE OF MOVING INTO A COPRA PLANTATION AND SEEING 

TREES CHOPPED IN HALF, AND OTHERS, STILL GROWING, WITH BULLET HOLES THROUGH THEM.   

I ONCE HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF PARTICIPATING IN AN EXAMINATION IN WHICH I HAD TO PUT IN A 

PLATOON ATTACK ON A HILL IN THE MARKHAM VALLEY WHERE RICHARD KELLIHER WAS AWARDED A 

VICTORIA CROSS FOR HIS ACTIONS WHEN HIS PLATOON ATTACKED THAT SAME HILL DURING THE 

ADVANCE ON LAE IN WW11. 

PNGVR WAS A UNIT UNIQUE IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY. 

IT WAS ONLY THE SECOND AUSTRALIAN CMF OR MILITIA UNIT TO BE RAISED OFFSHORE, SERVED 

OFFSHORE, AND DISBANDED OFFSHORE, OUR PNGVR PREDECESSOR – THE NGVR (NEW GUINEA 

VOLUNTEER RIFLES) WAS THE FIRST. 

IT WAS ALSO UNIQUE IN ITS STRUCTURE – A MIX OF EUROPEANS, CHINESE, MALAY,  AND INDIGENOUS 

PNG CITIZENS. 

ALL IN ALL PNGVR WAS A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE FOR ALL THOSE WHO HAD THE PRIVELEGE OF SERVING 

IN IT. 

THANK YOU.   IF ANYONE HAS ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENT PLEASE SEE ME OVER COFFEE OR AFTER 

THE LUNCHEON. 

 

 

 

 

 


