
There are times when the Association is 
unaware of a member’s ill health, 
incapacitation or death until after the 
event, sometimes not at all. Please 
ensure your next of kin are informed in 
advance to which person in the 
Association whom you wish to be 
contacted should you fall ill, 
incapacitated or worse - give them the 

contact information now! 

Sadly I advise that  Sgt Jack ( John) 
Israel Lewis 2122024 died 3 November 
aged 95. John was a veteran of WW2. 
He transferred from 2 Div Sigs CMF to 
HQ Company PNGVR, Pt Moresby on 
19 March 1957. John was also a 
member of the RPNGC Auxiliary Force.  

On behalf of the members , I thank your 
management committee members for 
their  hard work and unstinting support. 

I extend to you and  your families my 
very best  wishes for Christmas and 
New Year. 

 

Phil Ainsworth, November 2019  

 

 

 

Any review of our Association's 2019  year 
would conclude  it was a year of 
accomplishments; it was  busy with 
commemorative activities , running of the 
Museum and publishing Harim Tok 
Tok  with facebook and web support. This 
success is due to our dedicated 
management committee comprising Bob 
Collins, Colin Gould, Douglas Ng , Kieran 
Nelson, Paul Brown, Mike Griffin, Peter 
Rogers DFC, Tony Boulter and associate 
member Peter Rogers. Webmaster Trevor 
Connell, Honorary Solicitor Craig Ray and 
Padre Ron MacDonald are an important 
part of our management team. We are all 
grateful for their hard work and 
commitment.  

We are also appreciative of our Patron's, 
Major General John Pearn,  continuing 
engaged support and encouragement to 
us. 

A very successful Association AGM was 
held 26 October with 25 members and 
friends in attendance.  A delightful BBQ , 
cooked by young Peter Rogers followed. 
Congratulations to all office bearers and 
management committee members who all 
were elected unopposed. Similarly, our 

honorary members were reappointed by 
resolution. The photo was taken by 
Marie Zimmermann at the front of the 
Museum just prior to luncheon. 

A presentation of the Patron's Award 
was made to Friend of the Association 
John Winterbotham in recognition for his 
outstanding past and ongoing historical 
research about NGVR and PNGVR. 
Much of John's work is gleamed 
from  NAA files. 

Five life memberships were also 
presented: Patron John Pearn for his 13 
years' service as Patron; Kieran Nelson, 
Tony Boulter, Mike Griffin and Peter 
Rogers, a photo with details is available 
on page 15.  

My  report presented to the AGM is 
attached to this Harim Tok Tok. It is also 
available on our website and facebook . 

Maintaining a connection to our 
members is a primary task of your 
committee. May I remind you to please 
advise a  committee member if you have 
a change in all or any of your contact 
details; such as  your residential , postal 
and email addresses and phone 
number /s.  
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OPERATION CARTWHEEL  

THE REDUCTION OF RABAUL  

US ARMY     WORLD WAR 2 IN THE PACIFIC  

The above book was published in 1959  by the US Office of 
the Chief of Military History by Kent Roberts Greenfield, 
General Editor, with the assistance of a senior Military 
Advisory Committee.  In the Foreword the comments are 
made “The campaign described was important to the Army 
as an experience in amphibious warfare and combined 
operations” - “also of critical importance in the evolution of 
American strategy in the Pacific” - “the campaign put to the 
test the principle of unity of command and also the capacity 
for co-operation between two theaters, one under Army, the 
other under Navy command” - “established the technique of 
bypassing the enemy’s strongholds, including finally Rabaul 
itself, and threw him on the defensive”.  

Most of us that have been to PNG are familiar with different 
areas of conflict and, with 2017 being the 75th anniversary 
of the Japanese invasion of New Guinea and Papua, much 
has been written in the media.  Over a series of “Harim Tok 
Toks” it is intended to show, in the broad scheme of 
defeating the Japanese and winning the Pacific War, how, 
why and when the different  battles occurred when the Allies 
were on the offensive.  

The CARTWHEEL battles differed from those of the two 
earlier campaigns, Guadalcanal and Papua. There the 
antagonists, more evenly matched than in later campaigns, 
strained themselves to bring relatively small round forces to 
bear on narrow fronts, so that great issues hinged on the 
outcome of Regimental and Battalion actions.  Operation 
CARTWHEEL was designed to bypass fortified positions 
and seize weakly defended but strategically important areas, 
or, in the apt baseball parlance used by General MacArthur, 
to “Hit ‘em where they ain’t”.  

THE STRATEGIC BACKGROUND 

T h e  g r e a t 
J a p a n e s e 
bas t ion  a t 
Rabaul on New 
Britain in the 
B i s m a r k 
A r c h i p e l a g o 
posed a double 
threat to the 
All ies from 
1942 to early 
1944.  Bristling 
with warships 
and airplanes, 
it menaced the 

line of communications from the USA to Australia, and 
blocked any Allied advance along the north coast of New 
Guinea to the Philippines.  

Before the Allies could move effectively against Rabaul they 
had to clear the way by seizing Guadalcanal and driving the  
Japanese out of the Papuan Peninsula.  The immediate aim 
of the Joint Chiefs was not to defeat the Japanese but to 
protect Australia and New Zealand by halting the Japanese 
southward advance.   

To conduct operations the Joint Chiefs organised the Pacific 
theatre along lines which prevailed for the rest of the War. 
By agreement among the Allied nations in March 1942 they 
set up two huge commands, the Southwest Pacific area and 
the Pacific Ocean area. (see map)  

General Douglas MacArthur became Commander in Chief of the 
Southwest Pacific Area with Headquarters in Brisbane and 
Admiral Chester Nimitz  was Commander of the Pacific Ocean 
Area with subordinate Admiral William Halsey as commander of 
the South Pacific area with Headquarters in Auckland, NZ, and 
later at Noumea, New Hebrides.  

TASK ONE , as directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in July, 
1942,  was the seizure of Tulagi and Guadalcanal in the 
Solomons.  

TASK TWO  included the capture of the remainder of the 
Japanese-held Solomons and Lae, Salamaua and other points 
on the north-east coast of New Guinea.  

TASK THREE was the seizure and occupation of Rabaul.  

Just as the Guadalcanal Campaign was opening, a Japanese 
force landed at Buna, on the Papuan Peninsula and attempted to 
capture the vital Allied base at Port Moresby by crossing the 
towering Owen Stanley Range.  

At the beginning of 1943, with both the Papuan and Guadalcanal 
campaigns drawing to a successful close, the Allies could look 
forward to using Papua and Guadalcanal as bases for continuing 
the advance against Rabaul.  

In the Central Pacific, Admiral Nimitz could not undertake any 
offensive westward from Pearl Harbour and Midway until the line 
of communications to Australia was absolutely secure.  

THE CASABLANCA CONFERENCE  

By the end of 1942 the Joint Chiefs were concluding their study 
of Allied objectives for the year 1943.  Pacific operations were 
significantly affected by decisions made at Casablanca.  During 
the 10 day conference Allied courses of action for 1943 were 
determined. Allied nations had different views but by the end of 
the conference the following was agreed.  “Secure the sea 
communications in the Atlantic to move supplies to the Soviet 
Union, to take Sicily , to continue the build-up of forces in Britain 
for the invasion of France, to bomb  Germany heavily. (this had a 
marked effect on Pacific Operations) and to recapture Burma.”  
To prevent disaster in the Pacific, adequate forces would be 
maintained in the Pacific and Far East.  What was considered 
‘adequate’ was not defined. In the Pacific the Allies intended to 
capture Rabaul, make secure the Aleutians, and advance west 
through the Gilberts and Marshalls in the Central Pacific toward 
Truk and the Marianas.  The Central Pacific advances were 
supposed to follow the capture of Rabaul.  

SELECTING OJECTIVES 

General MacArthur’s plans were the same as in TASKS TWO 
AND THREE—mutually supporting advances along two axes, 
culminating along a converging attack on Rabaul.    

Forces in both Southwest and South Pacific theatres  consisted 
of troops equivalent to about 16 Divisions of troops (US, 
Australian, NZ), 1,850 land based planes (US Army, US Marine, 
US Navy, RAAF, RNZAF).  His naval strength was limited to 

c r u i s e r s , 
destroyers and 
submarines—
he had no 
carriers, no 
b a t t l e s h i p s 
and few cargo 
s h i p s , 
transport and 
landing craft.  

M a c A r t h u r 
also wished to 
retake the 
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Philippines to cut the line of communication from Japan to the 
Dutch East Indies which supplies Japan with much needed 
supplies including oil.  

Admiral Halsey’s plans were to retake the airstrips on Munda 
Point on New Georgia and Vila in the Solomons and then occupy 
bases in southern Bougainville.  

After a series of meetings the following was agreed:-  

i)   Seizure of aerodromes on the Huon Peninsula of New Guinea 
to provide support for operations against New Britain,  

ii)  Seizure of Munda Point as well as other aerodromes on New 
Georgia to cover operations against New Ireland and the 
Solomons  

Iii)   Seizure of aerodromes on New Britain and Bougainville to 
support operations against Rabaul and Kavieng.  

Iv)   Capture of Kavieng and the isolation of Rabaul  

v)    Capture of Rabaul.  

From the point of view of Washington the above plan called for the 
additional resources of 5 additional Divisions, 45 additional air 
Groups (twice that on hand) and additional warships, transports, 
landing craft etc.  Accordingly the objectives were reduced to 
advance to southeast Bougainville, seize New Guinea to Madang, 
extend to Woodlark and Kiriwina in the Trobriand Islands, and 
advance to Cape Gloucester in New Britain.    

Command for these operations was to be under General 
MacArthur, with the restriction that he would exercise ‘strategic 
direction’ only over Halsey’s forces engaged in the Solomons.  
MacArthur’s GHQ in Australia had three tactical headquarters, 
Allied Land Forces (General Blamey), Allied Air Forces (General 
Kenney) and Allied Naval Forces (Admiral Carpender).  

The Japanese  

Rabaul had been developed into the major air and naval base in 
the Japanese Southeast Area.  However they did not have one 
unified command.  The highest Army and Naval Headquarters co-
operated closely but reported to different higher commands. The 
Army’s 8th Area Army consisted of two field armies—17th Army in 
the Solomons and 18th Army in New Guinea.  The 6th Air Division 
generally operated under the tactical direction of 18th Army.  
Under the Southeastern Fleet were the land based 11th Air Fleet 
(Solomons) and 8th Fleet (Rabaul, Shortlands, Buin)  Large scale 
operations were the mission of the Combined Fleet at Truk, the 
major logistical base and ‘’home’ base for Japanese Navy 
Combined Fleet. (Truk has been described as the Japanese 
equivalent of Pearl Harbour).  

The Japanese had 123,000 troops in the area at the time—the 
Solomons 25,000, New Guinea East of the Dutch border 55,000 
the Bismark Archipelago 43,000. They had some 540 planes, 
some of them out of action.  

Japanese Offensives, January—June, 1943  

The Attack Against Wau 

If the Japanese had been able to establish themselves at Wau 
they would have been able to stage fighter aircraft from Madang 
and Wewak to Port Moresby.  After its defeat on the Kokoda Trail 
the 18th Army entertained ambitious plans for capturing Wau and 
crossing the Owen Stanley Range to seize Port Moresby.  The 
Japanese attacked at dusk on 28th Jan.  So critical was the 
situation on 29th that the first load of Australian troops flown in to 
reinforce Kanga Force leaped from their planes straight into 
action. For the next 3 days soldiers of the 17th Australian Brigade 
plus supplies and 2 X 25 pound guns were flown in 195 
planeloads (one million pounds all up).   

The Australians gallant defence of Wau frustrated the last 

J a p a n e s e 
at tempt to 
attack Port 
M o r e s b y 
overland. And 
k e p t  a n 
advantageous 
position which 
would help 
support later 
o f f e n s i v e s 
against the 
H u o n 
Peninsula.  

Battle of the 
Bismarck Sea 

The Australian 
defence of 
Wau led to a 

far reaching consequence. The Japanese forces attacking 
Wau had been so depleted that the rest of the 51st 
Division was sent from Rabaul as reinforcements for Wau 
and Salamaua.  At Rabaul 6,912 Japanese soldiers 
boarded 8 ships and with 8 destroyers as escort set out on 
28 Feb for Lae.  The ships entered the Huon Gulf in broad 
daylight and were attacked by Allied aircraft.  The 
transports and 4 destroyers were sunk and  3,664 
Japanese soldiers were lost.  

This altered Japanese plans for future shipments.  Large 
slow ships would be sent only to Madang, Hansa Bay and 
Wewak, high speed ships would run to Finschhafen and 
Tuluvu on New Britain.  Only emergency supplies would be 
sent to Lae at night by high powered ships or submarine.  
A road would be built from Madang to Lae via Bogadjim, 
then over the Finisterre Range and through the Ramu and 
Markham River Valleys.  

Cartwheel Begins  

The seizure of Woodlark and Kiriwina and Nassau Bay 
(operation Chronicle).  

Woodlark was required for an airfield that would enable 
General Kenney’s aircraft to support an invasion of 
southern Bougainville.  

In early May 2 small engineer reconnaissance parties had 
slipped ashore on Woodlark and Kiriwina to gather data on 
airfield sites, beach conditions and defence positions.  
There were no Japanese troops present so this invasion 
was unusual among amphibious operations for the shore 
party landed ahead of the assault troops.  

The Australian coastwatcher had not been informed before 
the landing so he formed his native guerrillas in skirmish 
line and got ready to fight.  Fortunately before anything 
tragic occurred he heard the invaders speaking the 
American variety of English.  

At Kiriwina the landing craft ran aground several times on 
the reef surrounding the Island  and unloading the landing 
craft was behind schedule. 

On Woodlark the construction of the airfield went smoothly 
and on 14 July the airfield accommodated C-47s.  A week 
later 5,200 ft of runaway was surfaced with coral and on 23 
July the air garrison arrived.  On Kiriwina a 5,000 ft 
runaway was ready for the Australian 79 Squadron.  

The Japanese did not react except for two small bombing 
attacks against Woodlark and reconnaissance flights.  
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The invasion of Nassau Bay was designed to ease the 
problem of supplying the troops that were to attack 
Salamaua and Lae. A road had been commenced from 
Bulldog to Wau but it would be the end of August before it 
would be completed.  Nassau Bay is only 60 miles from Lae 
and within range of the Landing Craft to be used for the Lae 
landings.  The 3rd Aust Division was advancing at the time 
from Wau to Salamaua and Nassau Bay and it was 
envisaged that their advance plus a landing at Nassau Bay 
would convince the Japanese that Salamaua, not Lae, was 
the target  of the Allied advance.  

The landing was disrupted by rain, heavy surf and 
placement of two landing lights instead of three which 
caused one landing craft to overshoot the target and spend 
time returning.   One landing craft was swamped. Papuan 
Infantry Battalion troops at Cape Dinga began moving 
towards the landing Americans. The beachhead was not 
made secure until 2 July when the Americans made contact 
with the Australian 17th Brigade and then MacKechnie 
Force commenced its drive against Salamaua. (Tom 
Keenan, ex NGVR and now ANGAU, was attached to 
MacKechnie Force.)  

Operation Toenails:  The Landings in New Georgia  

Plans for Toenails were ready in June.  Halsey had hoped to 
invade in April, but could not move before the Southwest 
Pacific was ready to move into the Trobriands and Nassau 
Bay.  Final plans called for 4 simultaneous invasions—
Rendova, Wickham Anchorage, Segi Point and Viru 
Harbour, with the Rendova landing to be followed by two 
more on the same Island. On Segi Point was a New Zealand 

coastwatcher, 
Donald G. 
Kennedy who 
had organised 
a network of 
white and 
M e l a n e s i a n 
w a t c h e r s 
covering the 
islands. He 
had  a lso 
organised a 
guerrilla band 
which was 

strong enough to wipe out any Japanese patrols sent to hunt 
him down.  

South Pacific agencies had been assembling supplies and 
developing bases for the invasion of New Georgia.  54,274 
tons of supplies, many loaded vehicles, 13.085 tons of 
assorted gear and 23,776 drums of fuel and lubricants were 
moved from Guadalcanal to the Russells in June and 
storage tanks with nearly 80.000 barrels were available on 
Guadalcanal. 533 planes (213 fighters, 170 light bombers 
and 72 heavy bombers) were ready to assist.  The attacking 
forces consisted of a Division Plus troops with a Battalion 
plus Artillery and Construction Battalions. The force 
attacking Rendova was about 6,300 strong. 1st Commando 
(Fiji) elements which included Fijians, Tongans and a few 
Solomon Islanders were included in the assault forces.   

The landings were carried out on 30th June against 
minimum Japanese forces, however naval coast batteries 
opened up on the transports from Munda and Baanga 
Island, causing some damage and casualties.  The 
Japanese had been taken by surprise but responded quickly 
with air attacks, losing many of the their aircraft to the 
covering Allied fighters. On 2nd July the Rendova 
beachhead was heavily attacked from the air causing heavy 

damage to the fuel 
dumps, 3 X155mm 
guns damaged, and 
much of the 125 bed 
c lear ing  s ta t ion 
destroyed and 30 
Americans killed and 
over 200 wounded.  
T h a t  n i g h t  9 
Japanese destroyers 
shelled Rendova.  
Anti aircraft guns in 
July downed 12 of 16 
Japanese unescorted 
bombers and the 
covering aircraft 
d o w n e d  t h e 
remaining 4.  

On 5th July further 
landings at Rice 
Anchorage were 

disrupted by the arrival of 3 Japanese destroyers which had 
brought 4,000 Japanese Army reinforcements from the 
Shortland Islands.  One long range torpedo sank the US 
destroyer Strong.  

By 5th July the Americans had now established themselves 
firmly in New Georgia.  Viru Harbour and Wickham Anchorage 
were secure points on the line of communications and the airfield 
at Segi Point was nearing completion.  At Rice Anchorage and 
Zanana a force was making ready to strike against Munda 
airfield.   

Operations following to secure New Georgia 

The next step was the occupation of Bairoko on the Dragons 
Peninsula and the securing of Munda Point airfield. This 
commenced on 5th July   Further operations were then 
undertaken to seize Baanga Island, and Barakoma on Vella 
Lavella.  The island of Kolombangara was bypassed.  

The Japanese had some 10,500 men in the area and, fortunately 
for the Americans, the Japanese commander Maj Gen Sasaki’s 
request for another 11,000 was refused by General Imamura in 
Rabaul.   

For the next month, until 5th August, when Munda airfield was in 
Allied hands much heavy fighting was carried out with the 
Japanese defending all points fiercely.  Many of the US units 
were down to almost 50% of strength due to deaths, wounds and 
illness. In addition some of the Units had suffered an extremely 
high incidence of “War Neurosis”. American casualties were 
1,094 dead and 3,873 wounded.  Japanese casualties are not 
known but XIV Corps Headquarters reported 2,483 dead 
exclusive of Vella Lavella casualties.  

The campaign had been long and costly.  Planned as a one-
division affair, it had used up elements of four divisions.  

At The end of the campaign  the Allies had 4 airfields—Munda, 
Barakoma, Ondonga and Segi from which all of Bougainville 
would be in range of fighters.  When South Pacific forces 
invaded the Island they could pick an undefended place and 
frustrate the Japanese efforts to build up Bougainville’s 
defences.  

To be Continued. 
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A good speech should be like a woman’s skirt!  Long enough to 
cover the subject but short enough to create interest.         

Winston Churchill. 



The Salute 

The exact origin of the military salute has been lost in time.  
However, it is believed that it probably originated in a gesture 
that showed the right hand (the fighting hand) was not 
concealing a weapon.  Another possibility is that when men-at
-arms took to wearing armour, the approaching generals or 
king would ride forward and, holding the reigns of the horse 
with the left hand, raise the visor with the right to identify each 
other. 

When a knight or a king wanted to raise an army, he would 
ride among the people to enlist men-at-arms.  Only free men 
were allowed to bear arms and they would show their 
availability by looking their king or knight in the eyes ( a serf 
or slave had to bow his head and direct his eyes toward the 
ground).  Today, this custom is preserved as the “eyes right” 
on the ceremonial march past when a marching body of 
troops passes by a reviewing officer. 

The protocol of paying a compliments to armed bodies of 
troops (Armoured Corps or Armed Party) also goes back 
hundreds of years.  If a lone soldier did not stand fast for a 
passing body of troops and declare his allegiance, the party 
would assume him to be hostile and treat him accordingly. 

The sword salute is a reminder of the Crusader days when 
the knight kissed the hilt of the sword before entering the 
conflict.  The hilt represented the Cross and the motions of 
the salute roughly described a Cross.  Today some of the 
motions of the salute have been omitted; the “Recover” is, 
however, still symbolic of kissing the Cross. 

Whilst drills change with the introduction of different styles of 
rifles, the rifle salute of today is still based on a drill in which 
the salute was the first motion of “present arms”.  A sentry's 
salute to an officer of field rank (major to brigadier) and above 
was, and still is, a full salute with the weapon – the “present 
arms”; whilst junior officers received the preliminary 
movement only, hence the rifle or “butt salute” (the accepted 
civilian-attire equivalent to the military salute is, depending on 
the occasion, the doffing of one's headdress, the complete 
removal of the headdress, the right hand up across the heart, 
or the bowing of one's head). 

WO1 C.J. Jobson, former RSM Ceremonial ADHQ 

MULBERRY HARBOURS 

The Mulberry Harbour was built for D-Day in June 1944. The 
Mulberry Harbour’s purpose was to ease and speed up the 
unloading process so that Allied troops were supplied as they 
advanced across France after breaking out from Normandy. 
The success of D-Day could only be maintained if the 
advancing troops were supplied and more men landed. The 
Mulberry Harbour was one of the greatest engineering feats 

of World War Two.  

T h e  M u l b e r r y 
Harbour was actually 
t w o  a r t i f i c i a l 
harbours, which 
were towed across 
the English Channel 
and put together off 
t h e  c o a s t  o f 
Normandy. One, 
known as Mulberry 
A, was constructed 
at Omaha Beach 
and the other, known 
as Mulberry B 
(though nicknamed 
‘Port Winston’), was 
const ructed of f 
Arromanches at 
Gold Beach. Put 
together like a vast 
jigsaw puzzle, when 
both were fully 

operational, they 
were capable of 
moving 7,000 tons of 
vehicles and goods 
each day. 

Each of the two 
artificial harbours 
was made up of 
about 6 miles of 
f l e x i b l e  s t e e l 
r o a d w a y s  t h a t 
floated on steel or 
concrete pontoons. 
The roadways were 
codenamed “Whales” 
and the pontoons 
“ B e e t l e s ” .  T h e 
‘Whales’ ended at 
giant pier heads that 
had ‘legs’ that rested 
on the seabed. The 
whole structure was 
protected from the 
force of the sea by 
s c u t t l e d  s h i p s , 
sunken caissons and 
a line of floating 
breakwaters. The 

material requirements for any part of either Mulberry A or B 
were huge – 144,000 tons of concrete, 85,000 tons of ballast 
and 105,000 tons of steel. 

Command was that the Admiralty managed the blockships, 
bombardons and assembly of all constituent parts on the south 
coast of England. Further the Admiralty would undertake all 
necessary work to survey, site, tow and mark navigation. The 
War Office was given the task of constructing the concrete 
caisson (Phoenixes), the roadways (Whales) and protection via 
anti-aircraft installations. Once at the site, the army was 
responsible for sinking the caissons and assembling all the 
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Airstrips 
PNG       

Goilala 
Airstrip.  

Deep 
gorges 
three 
sides. 

Views of the   Mulberry B 
harbour "Port Winston" 

at Arromanches in    
September 1944  



various other units of the harbours. 

The various parts of the Mulberry harbours were made around 
Britain in the greatest of secrecy. 

 Deployment 

On the afternoon of 6 June 1944 (D-Day) over 400 towed 
component parts (weighing approximately 1.5 million tons) set 
sail to create the two Mulberry harbours. It included all the 
blockships (codenamed Corncobs) to create the outer 
breakwater (Gooseberries) and 146 concrete caissons 
(Phoenixes). By June 18th, both harbours were in use. They 
were meant to stay in use until the capture of Cherbourg in the 
north of the Cotentin Peninsula. 

The storm of 19 June 1944 

However, a violent storm begun on June 19th. The harbours 
had been designed with summer weather conditions in mind 
but this was the worst storm to hit the Normandy coast in 40 
years.  By June 22nd, the harbour serving the Americans at 
Omaha had been wrecked. Parts of it were salvaged to repair 
the British harbour at Gold which worked for 10 months. In that 
time this harbour landed 2.5 million men, 500,000 vehicles and 
4 million tons of goods. 

Daily Telegraph crosswords 

"Mulberry" and the names of all the beaches were words 
appearing in the Daily Telegraph crossword puzzle in the 
month prior to the invasion. The crossword compilers, Melville 
Jones and Leonard Dawe, were questioned by MI5, which 
determined the appearance of the words was innocent. 
However, over 60 years later, a former student reported that 
Dawe frequently requested words from his students, many of 
whom were children in the same area as US military personnel  

Source.  Wikipedia and History Learning Site—Internet. 

BATTLE OF DUMPU 

The Battle of Dumpu was an action fought in Sept and Oct 
1943 between Australian and Japanese forces in New 
Guinea during the Markham and Ramu Valley – Finisterre 
Range campaign of World War II. After the Battle of Kaiapit on 
20 Sept 1943, in which the 2/6th Independent Coy won a 
stunning victory against a numerically superior Japanese 
force, Ivan Dougherty's 21st Infantry Bde of the 7th Div 
advanced from Kaiapit to Dumpu in the Ramu Valley. During 
the entire advance, the Australian and American forces in the 

Ramu Valley were supplied by air. The capture of the Ramu 
Valley allowed a forward airbase to be developed at Gusap.  

Military situation 

In the wake of the landing at Nadzab on 5 Sept 1943, and the 
subsequent capture of Lae on 16 Sept 1943, Maj Gen George 
Alan Vasey's 7th Div moved on to the next task assigned by 
the Commander in Chief, South West Pacific 
Area, Gen Douglas MacArthur, in the June 1943 directive that 
outlined Operation Cartwheel. This entailed protecting the 
area it had secured around Nadzab to allow airfields to be 
developed there, along with the existing airfields 
around Goroka and Bena Bena. 

At the Battle of Kaiapit on 20 Sept 1943, the 2/6th 
Independent Coy won a stunning victory against a numerically 
superior Japanese force. With the Japanese off-balance, 
Vasey informed his superior, Lt Gen Sir Edmund Herring, the 
commander of I Corps, of his intention to advance up the 
Markham Valley to the Ramu Valley, down the Ramu Valley 
to Marawasa, and finally to Dumpu. There was some debate 
amongst the air and engineer Generals about the relative 
merits of airfield sites around Kaiapit and Marasawa, but 
Vasey intended to seize them all in any case. 

Australian intelligence correctly identified the opposing 
Japanese forces as belonging to 78th Infantry Regt, along 
with one Coy of the 80th Infantry Regt. This was known to the 
Japanese as the Nakai Detachment, after its commander, Maj 
Gen Masutaro Nakai. In contrast, the Japanese did not 
identify the Australians as belonging to the 7th Div. 

At Kaiapit, Brigadier Ivan Dougherty, the commander of 
the 21st Infantry Bde, had the 2/16th Infantry Bn, the 2/6 
Independent Coy and B Coy, Papuan Infantry Bn. While it 
was possible that the Australian force at Kaiapit under his 
control  could be facing the entire Japanese 20th Div, 
Dougherty did not think that the Japanese could support such 
a large force in the upper Markham Valley. Lt Col W. T. 
Robertson, Vasey's GSO1, told Dougherty that he had until 4 

Oct to reach Dumpu, 
as no fighter cover 
would be available 
from 10 to 20 Oct, and 
therefore there would 
be no air transport 
operations to resupply 
him. A message from 
Vasey received at 
0 0 : 5 0  o n  2 3 
September ordered 
Dougherty not to make 
"any further movement 
in strength". 

The rebuff at Kaiapit and the landing at Finschhafen on 22 
Sept caused Lt Gen Hatazō Adachi, the commander of the 
Japanese Eighteenth Army (and therefore Herring's opposite 
number) to change his plans. He had originally intended that 
the 51st Div would retire from Lae along the southern slopes 
of the Finisterre Range, through Kaiapit, and thence into the 
upper Ramu Valley; but Vasey had anticipated this, and had 
blocked the route. The 51st Div's commander, Lt 
Gen Hidemitsu Nakano, then decided to withdraw over the 
steep and rugged Saruwaged Range. This meant that the 
Nakai Detachment was not covering the 51st Div's 
withdrawal, and that there was no need to recapture Kaiapit. 
On 23 Sept, Adachi therefore ordered Nakai to withdraw to 
Dumpu, while the rest of the 20th Div moved against 
Finschhafen 

Battles 
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On a bitterly cold winter morning a husband and wife in Dublin 
were listening to the radio during breakfast. They heard the 

announcer say, “We  Are going to have 8 to 10 inches of snow 
today. You must park your car on the even-numbered side of 

the street, so the Snow ploughs can get through.” So the good 
wife went out and moved her car.  

A week later while they are eating breakfast again, the radio 
announcer said, “We are expecting 10 to 12 inches of snow 
today. You must park your car on the odd-numbered side of 
the street, so the snow ploughs can get through.” The good 

wife went out and moved her car again.  
The next week they are again having breakfast, when the radio 

announcer says, "We are expecting 12 to 14 inches of snow 
today. You must park ..."  

Then the electric power went out. The good wife was very 
upset, and with a worried look on her face she said, "I don't 

know what to do. Which side of the street do I need to park on 
so the snow ploughs can get through?"  

Then with the love and understanding in his voice that all men 
who are married to blondes exhibit, the husband replied, "Why 

don't you just leave the bloody car in the garage this time."  

2/27th Infantry Battalion in the Ramu Valley 
on 5 October 1943  



Sagerak 

Lt Col F. H. Sublet's 2/16th Infantry Bn, a unit from Western 
Australia, arrived at Kaiapit on 22 Sept. It set out at 15:00 that 
afternoon, crossing the Maniang River, which had a series of 
channels, extending across 2,000 yards (1,800 m). Its patrols 
attempted to locate the Japanese, as did aircraft from No. 4 
Squadron RAAF. Only one saw any, the 12 Platoon, under Lt J. 
R. Walder, which spotted three Japanese soldiers on the far 
side of the Umi River who fled when fired upon. Wallder's 12 
Pl, and 17 Pl under Capt K. McCullough, crossed the Umi, 
which was about 50 yards (46 m) wide, up to 5 feet 6 inches 
(1.68 m) deep at the crossing point, and swift-flowing, and 
headed for Sagerak. 

The 2/27th Infantry Bn, a South Australian unit under the 
command of Lt Col J. A. Bishop, arrived at Kaiapit on the 
morning of 23 Sept, having flown directly from Jacksons and 
Wards    at Port Moresby in 45 USAAF C-47 transport aircraft, 
escorted by P-47 Thunderbolt, P-38 Lightning and P-39 
Airacobra fighters. The first C-47 arrived at Kaiapit at 09:00 and 
the last at 10:50. Each took about ten minutes to unload all its 
troops and stores. The 2/27th took over the defence of Kaiapit 
from the 2/6th Independent Coy. No aircraft arrived on 24 Sept, 
leaving Dougherty without the 2/14th Infantry Bn, which was 
still back at Nadzab, and with only the rations and ammunition 
that the 2/16th and 2/27th had brought with them. 

The Pioneer Pl of the 2/16th strung a rope across the Umi 
River, allowing the heavily equipped diggers of B and C Coys 
to cross the fast-flowing torrent. They were across by 12:30, 
but the entire 2/16th did not complete the crossing until 20:00. 
On the other side, contact was made with Japanese units, and 
12 Pl came under light machine gun fire, but drove the 
Japanese off with its 2-inch mortars. When 17 Pl was engaged 
by light machine guns, it used its 2-inch mortars to lay smoke, 
allowing it to withdraw. By 14:40, the leading platoon, 10 Pl 
under Lt W. J. Duncan, was overlooking Sagerak, but Duncan 
was wounded by a sniper at 17:00. Sublet ordered B Coy to 
halt on the high ground, with the intent of attacking Sagerak the 
next day. 

At 20:30, just a half-hour after it had completed the crossing of 
the Umi, the 2/16th received orders from Dougherty to pull 
back. With considerable lack of enthusiasm, the 2/16th re-
crossed the Umi, this time in the dark. Re-crossing commenced 
at 03:00 and was completed by 08:00. Lt R. G. Crombie's 11 Pl 
was left behind on the high ground overlooking Sagerak. It 
entered Sagerak that morning, and found it deserted. About 16 
Japanese soldiers fled upon their approach, leaving behind 
their documents, medical stores and equipment. Lt Everette E. 
Frazier, an American aviation engineer, pegged out a landing 
strip nearby and had it ready to receive C-47s in four hours. 

Vasey flew into Kaiapit to talk to Dougherty. He explained that 
the reason for halting the 2/16th was an appreciation that 
Adachi would persist with his original plan, known to the 
Australians through documents captured at Kaiapit, even 
though it had been overtaken by events. Vasey believed that 
the open area between the Umi and Kaiapit would be an 
excellent place to destroy the Japanese force, should it choose 
to attack. He therefore proposed to halt for a while, reinforcing 
the position at Kaiapit with Brigadier Kenneth Eather's 25th 
Infantry Bde rather than displacing it forward as originally 
intended. Dougherty flew over the area in a Douglas SBD 
Dauntless, and concurred with Vasey's assessment of the 
ground, although not with his appreciation of the enemy's 
intent. 

Gusap 

The 2/14th Infantry Bn, a Victorian unit, along with the 54th 
Battery of the 2/4th Field Regt, finally flew in to Kaiapit from 

Nadzab on 25 Sept, but the first elements of the 25th Infantry 
Bde did not arrive for another two days. Part of the problem 
was that the Fifth Air Force restricted landings at Kaiapit to 
between 09:00 and 15:30 the previous day in order to 
conserve fighters. Vasey met with Iven Mackay (commander 
of New Guinea Force), Herring, Frank Berryman (Mackay's 
chief of staff), George C. Kenney (commander of Allied Air 
Forces) and Arthur S. Carpender (commander of Allied Naval 
Forces) in Port Moresby on 26 September. Vasey was 
informed that the construction of the Markham Valley Road 
from Lae to Nadzab and operations around Finschhafen had 
priority, and his 18th Infantry Bde would not be flown in 
except in the event of an emergency. The pause allowed a 
native labour force to be collected at Kaiapit. Some 300 were 
flown in from Nadzab, and ANGAU hired local labour to bring 
the total labour force to about 600. 

There was mounting evidence that the Japanese were 
retreating and not advancing. On 26 Sep, Crombie reported 
that Rumu was unoccupied. The following day, patrols from 
the 2/6th Independent Coy and B Coy, Papuan Infantry 
Bn reported that Narawapum was also deserted. That 
evening, Vasey signalled Dougherty, authorising an advance 
on Marawasa "with all speed". The 21st Infantry Brigade set 

out accompanied by 
the Papuan company, 
and detachments of 
the 2/6th Field 
Ambulance and 2/4th 
F i e l d  R e g t . 
Six jeeps hauled 
rations, four carried 
t h e  b r i g a d e 
headquarters and 
signals, three brought 
the 2/6th Field 
Ambulance, and two 
towed 25 pounders. 

On 28 Sept, two Coys 
of the 2/16th crossed 
the Umi. After dusk, 

the rest of the 21st Infantry Bde followed, crossing in five 
rubber rafts. The jeeps and light guns were dragged across 
the Umi, leaving three behind to form a shuttle service that 
moved stores from Kaiapit. They were taken across the river 
and thence to a dump at Sagarak. By the morning of 30 
September, all the stores were across the river. The track 
became impassable about 2 miles (3.2 km) beyond Sagerak, 
requiring some work to be done to improve it. The airstrip at 
Sagerak was put to use, with four more jeeps and trailers, and 
some supplies flown in. Vasey also flew in, bringing new, 
written orders for an advance on Gusap. By this time, Herring 
knew that the rest of the Japanese 20th Div was on the Rai 
Coast and not in the Marawasa area, so Vasey was opposed 
only by its 78th Infantry Regt. 

Bena Bena was garrisoned by the 2/2nd and 2/7th 
Independent Coys. These patrolled ahead of the 21st Infantry 
Brigade's advance. On 28 September, a heavily armed patrol 
from the 2/7th Independent Coy under Capt D. St A. Dexter 
ambushed about 60 Japanese soldiers near Kesawai in the 
Ramu Valley, inflicting severe casualties on the Japanese. 

Although native porters were engaged to bring rations forward 
to the troops, the 2/16th and 2/27th advanced so fast on 1 Oct 
that stores had to be dropped by air. The drop was made at 
19:00 but owing to poor light, the long grass and inadequate 
marking of the drop zone, only half the stores were 
retrieved. The following day they reached the juncture of the 
Ramu and Gusap Rivers 
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No. 4 (Tactical Reconnaissance) Squadron's 
ground staff are engaged in attaching   

containers to the bomb racks on a CAC 
Wirraway at Gusap.  



Dumpu 

Dougherty rested his men on 3 Oct. The men relaxed and 
swam in the Ramu and Gusap Rivers. Patrols were sent out, 
however.  One patrol from the 2/16th under Lt L. D. Bremner 
was ambushed near village of Namaput, with one Australian 
being killed. The patrol attacked the village and killed seven 
Japanese making for the nearby foothills. The patrol then 
came under heavy fire itself, and had to withdraw back to 
the village. Three Australians were wounded, including 
Bremner, one fatally; 14 Japanese soldiers were killed. 

The pause gave time for the administrative elements to 
catch up. The road had held up progress on 1 Oct due to the 
need to bridge a stream at Marawassa. It was then found 
that the road on the far side was impassable, so a bypass 
was made, allowing them to move to an area near Arafagan 
Creek, on the banks of the Ramu River. Under Frazier's 
supervision, the 2/27th established an airstrip nearby. An air 
supply drop was made there on the afternoon of 2 Oct. 

The 21st Infantry Bde set out again on 4 Oct, with the Lt 
Col Ralph Honner's 2/14th heading for Wampun while the 

2/16th advanced 
o n 
Dumpu, crossing 
the Gusap on a 
bridge that had 
been built the 
previous day. The 
21st Infantry Bde 
h e a d q u a r t e r s 
moved to Kaigulan 
II. The 2/6th Field 
A m b u l a n c e 
opened a dressing 
station there. A 
Deta i ls  Issue 
Depot (DID) was 
established to the 
west of the Warris 

River, from which rations were issued. 

The 2/14th reached an unoccupied Wampun at 
14:00. Honner found that the native porters accompanying 
his battalion had no water, and were therefore not only 
thirsty, but hungry as well, as they could not cook their rice 
rations. If no water could be found in the vicinity, he would 
have to arrange for water to be sent by jeep from Kaigulan 
II, or else move the whole battalion on to the next day's 
objective. 

Honner set out with Sgt T. G. Pryor and three privates to see 
if he could find water in A Coy's area around Koram. At 
around 15:00, they came across a banana plantation, and 
saw troops moving around in it. They assumed that they 
were from A Coy, but when they approached they were fired 
on, and Honner and Pryor were both wounded. Pryor, 
wounded in the throat and chest, attempted to drag Honner, 
who was wounded in the thigh and could not move easily, 
but Honner ordered him to return to get help. Pte W. H. G. 
remained to protect Honner; the other two privates 
accompanied Pryor. 

Pryor reached D Coy, whose commander, Capt G. O. 
O'Day, immediately set out with Lt A. R. Avery's 16 Platoon. 
Avery found Honner, covered in blood and black ants. 
Honner refused to be carried out under fire, as this might 
endanger the stretcher bearers. Instead, he used Avery's 
radio to arrange an attack on the banana plantation by A, C 
and D Coys, which was delivered at 18:00. While the fighting 
was going on, the stretcher bearers tended to Honner's 

wounds, and carried him back. Seven Australians were wounded 
in the action, including Honner, who was flown out from Gusap 
the next day; 26 Japanese soldiers were killed, and one, 
wounded, was taken prisoner. Water was found in the A 
Company area, although some was also sent forward by jeep. 
The wounded, including Honner, were taken to the dressing 
station at Kaigulan II by jeep. The last one did not arrive until 
after midnight. 

Meanwhile, the main body of the 2/16th Infantry Bn had crossed 
the Surinam River by 15:15. Lt J. Scott's 18 Pl scouted towards 
Dumpu, but reported at 16:40 that it was still occupied. Maj W. 
G. Symington then brought the rest of D Coy forward for an 
attack on the village. There was no opposition, although one 
Japanese straggler was killed. They found food, clothing and 
ammunition, and, in the latrines, evidence of dysentery among 
the Japanese troops. D Coy had Japanese rice and tinned fish 
for its evening meal. 

Aftermath 

Despite various obstacles, the 21st Infantry Bde advanced from 
Kaiapit to Dumpu, which it had captured on the original target 
date. The Japanese had not delayed it, nor relieved the pressure 
on the 51st Div. Japanese plans for capturing Bena Bena had to 
be permanently shelved. An airstrip was developed at Dumpu, 
which would assume great importance in the logistical support of 
the subsequent fighting in the Finisterres. Between 15 Sept and 
5 Oct, the 21st Infantry Bde reported 5 dead and 8 wounded. 
Another 34 men were evacuated sick with malaria, and 85 with 
fever, mostly scrub typhus. By 1 November, however, another 
318 were evacuated with malaria and 327 with fever, many of 
whom had contracted it in this campaign. 

After some debate, the Engineers decided to build an advanced 
base for two fighter groups and a medium bombardment group 
near the junction of the Ramu and Gusap Rivers, at a site called 
Gusap. The US 872nd Airborne Engineer Aviation Bn was flown 
in to develop it. This unit had air-portable equipment for just such 
a mission. With the exception of the 2½-ton trucks, 3½-ton 
carryalls and D4 tractors, which made the trek overland, all 
equipment was flown in by C-47s. Initially the engineers 
attempted to improve the existing strip, which they called No. 1, 
but this site was found unsuitable for large volumes of traffic, so 
another site was selected 1 mile (1.6 km) away, which became 
No. 2. This location proved suitable for more airstrips. To 
construct an all-weather strip, the US 871st Airborne Engineer 
Aviation Battalion was flown in from Nadzab. The all-weather 
strip was completed by January 1944, at which time the two 
battalions were joined by a third, the US 875th Airborne 
Engineer Aviation Bn. Machine gunners from the 6th Machine 
Gun Bn were deployed to the airfield in a defensive role. 

The US 49th Fighter Group's 8th Fighter Squadron, equipped 
with P-47s, moved to Gusap on 29 Oct 1943, followed by the P-
40s of the 7th Fighter Squadron on 16 November, and the P-47s 
of the 9th Fighter Squadron on 16 Dec. The 35th Fighter 
Group's 39th Fighter Squadron and 41st Fighter Squadron, also 
equipped with P-47s, followed on 27 and 31 Jan. The A-20s of 
the 312th Bombardment Group joined them in Dec and Jan. The 
base at Gusap "paid for itself many times over in the quantity of 
Japanese aircraft, equipment and personnel destroyed by Allied 
attack missions projected from it" 

Source Wikipedia Batttle of Dumpu 

___________________________________________________ 

PNG commissions first Aussie-gifted patrol boat 

Papua New Guinea Defence Force celebrated the 
commissioning of the first Guardian-class patrol boat, 
HMPNGS Ted Diro, on Friday 1 February, with the Chief of the 
Australian Defence Force and the Ship’s Company of HMAS 
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 Australian troops in their victorious push along 
the Markham and Ramu valleys cross a bridge 

over the 10 knots (19 km/h) Gusap River. This 
bridge was built in a few hours  



Wollongong in attendance at the ceremony.  

Ted Diro is the first of 21 Guardian-class patrol boats to be 
gifted to 12 Pacific-island countries and Timor-Leste under 
the Pacific Maritime Security Program, the successor to the 
original Pacific Patrol Boat Program in which Australia gifted 
vessels to Pacific-island nations between 1987 and 1997. 

Chief of the Australian Defence Force, General Angus 
Campbell said the commissioning of Ted Diro was an 
important milestone in the long and valued relationship 
shared by Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

“The Royal Australian Navy and Papua New Guinea Defence 
Force Maritime Element have a strong and enduring history of 
maritime security cooperation, which will continue to deepen 
through the Lombrum Joint Initiative,” General Campbell said. 

“The Lombrum Joint Initiative will enhance PNG’s ability to 
protect its sovereign territory and manage its borders through 
a broad program of mentoring, tailored training, infrastructure 
development, and shared facilities at the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force base.” 

The Pacific Maritime Security Program is Australia’s AUD 
$2billion commitment over 30 years to the Pacific and will 
support Pacific-island nations to safeguard their maritime 
sovereignty and resources. 

The larger and more capable Guardian-class patrol boats will 
assist nations to combat a wider range of maritime security 
issues, including transnational crime and illegal fishing. 

In addition to the gifting of 21 vessels, the Pacific Maritime 
Security Program includes contracted region-wide fixed-wing 
aerial surveillance, ongoing sustainment and training support, 
the continuation of Defence’s maritime adviser network, and 
infrastructure upgrades to support the safe and secure 
berthing of the vessels. 

Papua New Guinea’s former Pacific patrol boat, ex-
HMPNGS Rabaul, arrived in Australia for environmentally 
responsible disposal in October 2018, and NUSHIP Ted 
Diro was handed over to Papua New Guinea in November. 

Ted Diro is named after the first Commander of the Papua 
New Guinea Defence Force post-independence. 

More than $5million worth of works have commenced at the 
Lombrum Naval Base in Manus Province to improve the wharf 
and shore-based infrastructure that will support Papua New 
Guinea’s four patrol boats. 

The Royal Australian Navy’s Sea Training Unit – Defence 
Cooperation Program worked closely with Ted Diro’s ship’s 
company to support their preparations to receive and operate 
the new platform, and will continue to work with Pacific 
Maritime Security Program nations to support their 
participation and strengthen regional maritime security. 

Contact Newsletter 87 

Survivor of Dam Buster Raid Dies. 

Fred Sutherland died on Monday 21 January, at the age of 95. 
He was one of the only two survivors of the men who flew on 
the Dams Raid in May 1943. Sutherland was the front gunner 
in the aircraft piloted by Les Knight, which dropped the 
'bouncing bomb' which broke the Eder Dam. 
Frederick Edwin Sutherland was born in Peace River, Alberta, 
Canada on 26 Feb 1923. His father was a doctor and his 
mother was a nurse. From a young age, he had wanted to fly 
and had dreams of becoming a bush pilot, but the war put paid 
to that, so he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1941, as 
soon as he turned 18. After initial training he volunteered for air 
gunner duties. 

He arrived in England in 1942, and crewed up with pilot Les 
Knight and his future colleagues at a training unit before they 
were all posted to 50 Squadron in September of that year. He 
flew on 25 operations with Knight before the whole crew 
volunteered to transfer to the new 617 Squadron in March 
1943. Sutherland was normally the mid-upper gunner but the 
special Lancasters used on the raid had this turret removed, so 
he was transferred to the front turret positioned immediately 
above the bomb aimer. 

All the crews undertook intensive trying for about six weeks 
but, like most of the squadron, Sutherland had no idea what the 
target was to be until he walked into the briefing room hours 
before take off on 16 May 1943. When he saw the scale model 
of the Möhne Dam, the first thing he noticed were the 20-
millimetre gun posts at either end of the dam. ‘I immediately 
thought we didn’t have a hope,’ he said recently. In the event, 
Knight's aircraft was not needed at the Möhne. After this was 
breached the crew moved on to the Eder, and Sutherland 
realised how difficult the attack was going to be: 

We were all afraid of the hill. We had to drop the bomb at the 
right distance and the right height, and then to make it [Les] 
had to push the throttles right through the gate, which is not 
supposed to be done... I didn’t see anything when the bomb 
went off because I was in the nose, but I heard the rear gunner 
saying 'it’s gone, it’s gone'. 

After the raid, Les Knight, Sidney Hobday and Johnny Johnson 
were decorated. Knight was embarrassed that the whole crew 
had not been rewarded, Sutherland recalled. ‘He felt badly that 
half the crew got decorated, the other half didn’t. He said you 
know I’m wearing the DSO for all you guys, you all did 
something for it.’  

The next operation the crew flew on was the fateful raid on the 
Dortmund Ems canal in September 1943. Knight’s crew were in 
the lead section of four aircraft led by the new squadron CO, 
George Holden, who had taken over from Guy Gibson a month 
previously. As they flew over the small town of Nordhorn in 
Holland, Holden was hit by flak, and his aircraft exploded. On 
board were four of Gibson’s Dams Raid crew, including fellow 
Canadians, Terry Taerum and George Deering. Sutherland in 
the front turret saw everything: 

It was so close I could almost reach out and touch it. Your 
friends are getting killed and you are scared as hell but you 
can’t let it bother you because if you did, you could never do 
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your job. All you can do is 
think, 'Thank God it wasn’t 
us.’ Hours later, Sutherland 
was himself on Dutch soil, 
having parachuted to safety 
after being ordered by 
Knight to bale out when his 
aircraft, flying very low in 
foggy conditions, hit some 
trees and was badly 
damaged. All the seven 
men in his crew escaped 
a n d  s u r v i v e d ,  b u t 
unfortunately Knight was 
killed while trying to 
crashland in a field outside 

the village of Den Ham. After being hidden by a friendly 
Dutch farmer, Sutherland was put in touch with the 
underground network, and then met up with his crewmate 
Sydney Hobday, the navigator. The pair were smuggled all 
the way through Belgium and France to Spain. At one point 
while on a train, using forged documents provided to him by 
the underground, Sutherland duped a German officer who 
inspected his fake passport. Suspicious, the officer held the 
passport up to the light and scrutinized it painstakingly, 
trying to determine if it was forged. ‘I had to ball up my fists 
to keep him from seeing how much my hands were shaking,’ 
he recalled. 

Any airman who evaded capture was not allowed to fly over 
occupied Europe again in case they were captured and gave 
up the secrets of the underground resistance, so Sutherland 
was sent on training duties and then in 1943 eventually sent 
home to Canada. Terry Taerum’s mother found out that he 
had been posted back to Canada, and asked to meet him. 
She wanted to know whether her son had any chance of 
escaping the blaze when his aircraft was hit. ‘Telling her 
about it was the hardest thing I ever had to do,’ he said. 

Following the war, Sutherland stayed on in the RCAF for 12 
more years, and was commissioned. He then studied 
forestry, and got a job with the forestry service. In 1964 he 
became forestry superintendent in Rocky Mountain House in 
his home province of Alberta, where he lived until his death.  

Fred Sutherland used the famous Chemin de la Liberté 
route in his escape through the Pyrenees, and in 2010, he 
paid a return visit to the area and met the people who keep 
the memories of the route alive. Marge and he were both 
very active until late in their lives, and frequently went on 
hiking holidays. 

Post on Dambusters Blog. Jan 2019 

Australian Army decorations and battle honours, July 1968-
1973  

 

 

Notes on Australian Army decorations and awards in the 
Vietnam War 

The `quota system' of British decorations and awards  

During the Vietnam War, the Australian Government issued 
British (also termed Imperial or Commonwealth) honours and 
awards according to a `ration' or `quota' system, measured 
against the average strengths of the three Australian services. 
Army awards were granted on an `operational scale' of one 
decoration per 250 personnel and one Mention in Despatches 
(MID) per 150 personnel in each six-month period. This 
operational scale followed the practice in previous conflicts and 
was introduced in November 1965 after 18 months of 
discussions between senior officers and government ministers.' 

In August 1969, at the peak of Australian Army strength and 
operational intensity in Vietnam, the Adjutant General at AHQ 
recommended a `more liberal' operational scale of awards for 
ground forces of one decoration per 150 personnel and one MID 
per 100 personnel in each six-month period. He pointed out the 
essential differences between operations in Vietnam and those 
of previous campaigns in which Australian troops had served: 
the intensity of operations, in which battalions spent 
approximately 80 per cent of their tour on active operations, the 
heavy demands and responsibilities on junior officers and NCOs, 
particularly in infantry and armour; the ubiquity of the enemy; the 
absence of totally secure rest areas; and the close-quarters 
nature of contacts, usually initiated at ranges less than 30 
metres. The Army Secretary rejected the proposal, citing the 
prime minister's announcement of a likely reduction in Australian 
forces and the `recent significant decline in the tempo of ground 
force operations'. Meanwhile, special arrangements had been 
sought to bypass the scale in order to allow the appointment of 
additional members (ultimately six of the seven COMAFVs) to 
the Order of the Bath (CB), the highest (non-gallantry) award 
issued for distinguished service in Vietnam. 

The quota system was presumably intended to maintain the 
perceived value and standing of honours and awards, while 
constraining commanders from seeking to bolster the image of 
their own unit and indirectly, their own leadership, through an 
abundance of bravery awards. Despite these aims, as in 
previous conflicts the quota system led to a number of 
inconsistencies and inequities. 

The quota limits were applied by senior-level headquarters staff 
in Australia, far removed from the war in Vietnam. Many soldiers 
felt the system would have been more appropriately applied by 
commanders in the theatre of operations. In Vietnam, 
recommendations for awards were first made by unit 
commanders, then forwarded to the task force commander, and 
then to COMAFV in Saigon: the awards could be varied by 
higher authority at each stage in this chain of command. 

Recommendations were then forwarded to the final military 
approving authority, the Adjutant General at AHQ in Canberra, 
who could also vary the award without explanation. An example 
was the unanimous recommendation by Lieutenant Colonel 
Khan (CO 5RAR), Brigadier Pearson (Commander 1ATF) and 
Major General Hay (COMAFV) to award Private John Burridge 
the Military Medal for his actions on 4 April 1969 . The Adjutant 
General unaccountably downgraded this award to an MID. 
Another was the unanimous recommendation by Lieutenant 
Colonel A.H. Smith (commanding B Squadron, 1 Armoured 
Regiment), Brigadier Pearson and Major General Hay to award 
Second Lieutenant Brian Sullivan the Military Cross for his 
actions on 16 February 1969. The award was similarly 
downgraded to an MID. Both men were later awarded the Medal 
of Gallantry in the `end of war list'. 

There were anomalies between gallantry awards granted to 
different soldiers for similar actions or for other soldiers in 
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different circumstances. As noted in an earlier volume of this 
official history, although 16 Imperial decorations were awarded 
to individual soldiers (two of them to New Zealand soldiers) for 
their actions in the battle of Long Tan in August 1966, `The 
system of allocation of medals by quota resulted in the number 
and degree of awards being little short of insulting in view of 
the heroism displayed'. One of the original recommendations 
was downgraded and another was upgraded. Major H.A. 
`Harry' Smith, Commander of D Company, 6RAR, was 
recommended for a Distinguished Service Order (DSO), which 
was downgraded by Major General K. Mackay, COMAFV, to a 
Military Cross; Private R.M. Eglinton was recommended for a 
Mention in Despatches (MID), which was upgraded by 
Brigadier O.D. Jackson, Commander lATF, to a Military Medal 
(MM). According to surviving records, the remainder appear to 
have been issued as recommended, although this was 
subsequently disputed by then retired Lieutenant Colonel Harry 
Smith. In March 2008, an independent review panel 
recommended that the awards made to three officers of D 
Company, 6RAR, for their actions at Long Tan, be upgraded by 
the award of modern Australian decorations. In March 2010, 
the Governor-General announced the award to D Company 
6RAR of a Unit Citation for Gallantry for `acts of extraordinary 
gallantry in action' during the battle of Long Tan. 

Awards for distinguished service to senior commanders or rear-
echelon support troops ('pogos' in soldiers' slang) also led to 
invidious comparisons. Batches of recommendations for MIDs 
for gallantry by soldiers in action occasionally included 
recommendations for the same award to quartermasters, 
ordnance stores clerks, postal clerks, military police, chaplains 
and work-shop artificers, some of whom were originally 
recommended for even higher awards. However diligently and 
efficiently these soldiers performed their duties, often in trying 
circumstances, they rarely did so under hostile fire. A captain 
who operated a base postal service, for example, was 
recommended for and received an MID in the next batch to that 
of the soldiers who fought at the battle of Long Tan. There is no 
suggestion that the award was unwarranted but the timing was 
unfortunate, particularly when awards for action were so 
sparingly approved. Aside from the details in the citations, 
there was nothing to distinguish a Mention in Despatches 
awarded to soldiers for carrying out their normal duties 
efficiently from those awarded to soldiers for gallantry in the 

field. This ambiguity had 
e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e 
introduction of the award 
of the MID. 

Soldiers were aware of 
these disparities. In mid 
1971, when putt ing 
forward a batch of 
recommendations, the 
Military Secretary's office 
at AHQ noted that Major 
G e n e r a l  D u n s t a n , 
C O M A F V ,  h a d 
downgraded a number of 
recommendations for the 
Military Cross and the 
Military Medal to MID, in 
order to meet the 
operational scale. The 
M i l i t a r y  S e c r e t a r y 
commented that this was 
an indication that the 
operational scale was not 
sufficient and pointed out 
one obvious anomaly: 

You will notice a recommendation for an MID for the cook in the 
officers' mess at Vung Tau. I don't like this very much but as the 

citations for MIDs do not go forward from here I guess no harm will be 
done. COMAFV has seen fit to downgrade from a BEM." 

There was also a clear disparity between the number of 
British awards approved for each of the three services in 
Vietnam. On average, one in every 58 Army personnel 
received an award, one in every 37 RAN personnel received 
an award and one in every 15 RAAF personnel received an 
award. The army allocation was proportionately higher in 
combat units. The highest decorated infantry battalion was 
5RAR, in which one award was allocated for every 49 
personnel who served in both tours; in the case of AATTV, 
the allocation was even higher at one award for every nine 
personnel who served (for the distribution of awards to 
Australian units in Vietnam, see Table 1). The overall 
allocation of decorations was relatively low at 1.7 per cent of 
all army personnel who served in Vietnam. In comparison, the 
rate was one per cent of army personnel and 3.6 per cent of 
all three services combined in Korea, 2.8 per cent of army 
personnel in the Second World War; and 5.3 per cent of army 
personnel in the First World War.'' 

The allocation by ranks also appeared inequitable to some. Of 
the 728 British decorations awarded to soldiers of the 
Australian Army for service in Vietnam, 381 (52 per cent) 
were awarded to other ranks, including 63 to soldiers of 
private rank (privates, gunners, troopers, sappers, etc.) and 
318 to NCOs. 347 decorations (48 per cent) were awarded to 
commissioned officers. 

Source.  Official History of the Army in Vietnam 
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Army praises new 
SMArt 155mm 

round after test 

The Australian 
A r m y ’ s  R o ya l 
R e g i m e n t  o f 
Australian Artillery 
(RAA) successfully 
tested the new 

Sensor-fused Munition for Artillery (SMArt) 155mm round 
during Exercise Chimera recently at the Shoalwater Bay 
Training Area.  

Commanding Officer of 4 Regiment, RAA, Lieutenant Colonel 
Paul Duncan said that, until now, Australian Army artillery had 
lacked a capability to efficiently and effectively engage and 
destroy heavy armoured fighting vehicles, such as main battle 
tanks. 

“The introduction of the SMArt155 projectile gives us that 
capability to create a dilemma for enemy commanders by 
disrupting armoured approaches at operationally significant 
ranges, in all weather and terrain,” Lieutenant Colonel Duncan 
said. 

“The round is specifically designed for long-range, top attack. 

“Each round contains two submunitions that descend over the 
battlefield on parachutes, identify armoured vehicles using 
advanced sensors, and then fire an explosively formed 
penetrator warhead into the target.” 

Director Combat Support Program Colonel Andrew Langford 
said Exercise Chimera indicated the Australian Army was a 
capable and ready land force. 

“This exercise showcased the professionalism of our gunners, 
demonstrating their ability to work together as an effective 
team,” Colonel Langford said. 

“We are now prepared and ready for warfare on the 
contemporary battlefield, but we are continually looking for 
ways to be ready for future challenges in an ever-changing 
environment. 

“We are achieving this challenge by working closely with our 
partners in Defence industry.” 

Exercise Chimera was conducted on 24 and 25 March by three 
regiments of the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery – 
Townsville-based 4th Regiment, Darwin-based 8th/12th 
Regiment and Brisbane-based 1st Regiment. 

Contact  Newsletter 90 

__________________________ 

China in the Vietnam War 

Geopolitical realities 

Throughout the 1950s and 
most of the 1960s, Chairman 
Mao Zedong of the Peoples 
Republic of China considered 
the United States the primary 
threat to China’s security and 
r e v o l u t i o n .  I n d o c h i n a 
constituted one of the three 
f r o n t s  ( t h e  o t h e r s 
being Korea and Taiwan) that 
Mao perceived as vulnerable 
to an invasion by imperialist 
countries. Thus, Mao’s 
s u p p o r t  f o r  H o  Ch i 
Minh started with the security 

concern. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, with the 
deteriorating relations between China and the Soviet Union, 
especially after the Sino-Soviet border conflict in March 1969, 
Mao further clarified that the Soviet Union was the primary 
threat to China's national security. Then he began to adjust 
his policies to America and encouraged the North Vietnamese 
to conclude a peace settlement.  

Confronting U.S. escalation 

The catalyst for the Vietnam War would be the 
controversial Gulf of Tonkin incident in August 1964. “To 
confront the increasing U.S. pressure in Indochina, Beijing 
stepped up its coordination with the Vietnamese and Laotian 
parties.” 

To counter these U.S. overwhelming air strikes, Ho requested 
Chinese Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) units in a meeting with 
Mao in May 1965. In response, People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) forces began flowing into North Vietnam in July 
1965 to help defend Hanoi and its major transportation 
systems. That’s one of the signal that China had increased 
the aid to Hanoi. The total number of Chinese troops in North 
Vietnam between June 1965 and March 1968 amounted to 
over 320,000. The peak year was 1967 when 170,000 
Chinese soldiers were present. It was the same year that PLA 
and PAVN made an agreement and indicated the magnitude 
of China’s aid to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.. 
According to the agreement, China provided the North 
Vietnamese troops with 5,670 sets of uniforms, 5,670 pairs of 
shoes, 567 tons of rice, 20.7 tons of salt, 55.2 tons of meat, 
20.7 tons of fish, 20.7 tons of sesame and peanuts, 20.7 tons 
of beans, 20.7 tons of lard, 6.9 tons of soy sauce, 20,7 tons of 
white sugar, 8,000 toothbrushes, 11,100 tubes of toothpaste, 
35,300 bars of soap, and 109,000 cases of cigarettes. In total, 
the agreement included 687 different items, covering such 
goods as table tennis balls, volleyballs, harmonicas, playing 
cards, pins, fountain pen ink, sewing needle, and vegetable 
seeds. 

To summarize, Beijing provided the Vietnamese with large 
amounts of military and other material assistance. Such 
support, on the one hand, allowed Hanoi to use its own 
manpower for participating in battles in the South and 
maintaining the transport and communication lines between 
the North and the South. On the other hand, it played a role in 
deterring further American expansion of the war into the 
North. 

 

PAGE 12 

   www.pngvr.weebly.com 



The end of China’s assistance 

The trend of China's military support to Vietnam 
is shown in the Table. China's supply of 
weapons and other military equipment to 
Vietnam sharply increased in 1965 compared 
with 1964. The amount of China's military 
supply fluctuated between 1965 and 1968, 
although the total value of material supplies 
remained at roughly the same level. But then in 
1969–70, a sharp drop occurred, at the same 
time that all China's troops were pulled back. 
Not until 1972 would there be another 
significant increase in China's military delivery 
to Vietnam. Another figure shows that “When 
the last Chinese troops withdrew from Vietnam 
in August 1973, 1,100 soldiers had lost their 
lives and 4,200 had been wounded.” 

In 1968, China’s strategic environment 
changed a lot, and Sino-Soviet relations took a 
decisive turn for the worse. When China was 
seeking rapprochement with America, “North 
Vietnam was still locked in a desperate struggle 
with the Americans,” which created serious implications for Sino-
DRV relations. Plus the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in 
China, all things together triggered tension and conflict between 
Beijing and Hanoi leading to the end of China’s assistance. 

Source Wikipedia. 

LLCs modified and tested to carry tanks 

The landing craft aboard Australia’s Canberra-class landing 
helicopter dock (LHD) ships have undergone significant 
modification and testing over the past two years to make them 
capable of carrying M1A1 Abrams tanks.  

In 2017, media reports (INCLUDING IN CONTACT), based on 
answers given in Senate Estimates, proved embarrassing for the 
Royal Australian Navy when it was revealed that their LLC – 
LHD landing craft – were incapable of carrying an Abrams tank 
from ship to shore. 

But, a Defence spokesman told CONTACT today that, since 
2017, Defence had made significant progress to develop and 
expand the LLC’s ability to carry large, heavy loads – though 
they did qualify this news by specifying “in benign sea states”. 

“Navy has included engineered wooden dunnage across the LLC 
decks to spread the vehicle point load and protect the steel deck 
from tracked vehicles,” the spokesman said. 

“Navy has also worked in partnership with industry to modify the 
engine-room bulkhead, which has increased the craft’s damage 
stability – meaning the LLC can carry a heavier load after 
sustaining action damage in more demanding sea states. 

“A series of tests – including a scale model of the LLC was wave
-tank tested by 
M a r i n e 
R e s e a r c h 
Institute of the 
N e t h e r l a n d s 
(MARIN) – has 
shown the LLC 
is able to carry 
the Abraham’s 
M 1 A 1  m a i n 
battle tank. 

“Operational trials of the LLC in Townsville 
Harbour and in Shoalwater Bay in July 
enabled Navy and Army to test this in real-
world conditions. 

“These trials have proven the LLC is 
capable of carrying the Abraham [sic] MBT 
and heavier support vehicles across the full 
range of sea states expected to be operated 
by the amphibious force.” 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Michael Noonan 
said via Facebook that an LHD landing craft 
had embarked an Australian Army M1A1 
Abrams for the first time on 25 July 2019, 
paving the way for LCHs’ final certification. 

“As we draw closer to achieving Final 
Operational Capability for Australia’s 
Amphibious Task Group, Thursday marked 
the first time LHD landing craft embarked an 
Australian Army M1A1 Main Battle 
Tank,” Vice Admiral Michael Noonan said. 

“Our amphibious capability stands ready to 
defend Australia and our national interests.” 

Contact Newsletter 99. 

______________________________________________________ 

Next Generation of Combat Vehicles 

Futuristic lines, massive wheels and the imposing mass of 
Army’s first Boxer combat reconnaissance vehicle 
overshadowed the ASLAV it was replacing as they were 
side-by-side for Boxer’s official reception at Gallipoli 
Barracks on September 24. 

It was the first of 211 Boxers Army will receive over the next 
few years. 

Maj-Gen David Coghlan, Head Armoured Vehicles in CASG, 
was impressed with the Boxer’s enhanced capability. 
“It will allow our cavalry to undertake complex joint 
operations in a world-class vehicle that delivers world-class 
protection,” he said. 

“The Boxer is designed to go to war, let our soldiers be 
successful in doing what they’ve been sent out to do and 
then come home safely.” Brig Greg McGlone, Director 
General Armoured Fighting Vehicles in CASG, said the 
imposing size allowed Boxers extra protection that was 
lacking in the M113 and ASLAV through advances in design, 
increased armour and a V-shaped hull. 

The first Boxer delivered was a multi-purpose variant, but 
interchangeable mission modules meant it could be a recon 
platform with a 30mm cannon in the morning and a 
maintenance vehicle with a crane in the afternoon. “Mission 
modules on all of the vehicles can be lifted out and it takes 
less than an hour,” Brig McGlone said. 

“It’s a bit like Thunderbird Two picking up all the different 
modules; in two hours the vehicle’s role can be completely 

c h a n g e d . ” 
Other modules 
i n c l u d e 
s u r v e i l l a n c e 
and joint fires, 
r e c o v e r y , 
repair, combat 
engineer, C2 
and potentially 
an ambulance. 
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The modules can be changed in the field with the 25-tonne 
crane on the new MAN truck heavy recovery variant being 
delivered under Land 121 Phase 3B.  

The first Boxer was delivered about 14 months after contract 
signing, but cavalrymen won’t get their hands on it straight 
away. It will go for acceptance testing in Monegeetta, 
Victoria, and be joined by two more Boxers by Christmas. 

Army News 1451. 

The Incident for which Lt Francis Hubert McNamara        
(later Air Vice Marshall McNamara VC. CB. BE) was 

awarded the Victoria Cross in 1924      -      The first and 
only VC awarded to an Australian airman in World War I  

As a militia officer, McNamara was mobilised for service in 
Australia when war was declared in August 1914. After 
serving briefly at bases in Queenscliff and Point Nepean, 
Victoria, McNamara passed through Officers Training 
School at Broadmeadows in December.  

On 20 March 1917, McNamara, flying a Martinsyde, was 
one of four No. 1 Squadron pilots taking part in a raid 
against a Turkish railway junction near Gaza. Owing to a 
shortage of bombs, the aircraft were each armed with six 
specially modified 4,5 inch howitzer shells.  McNamara had 
successfully  dropped three of his shells when the fourth 
exploded prematurely, badly wounded him in the leg 
with shrapnel, an effect he likened to being "hit with a 
sledgehammer". Having turned to head back to base, he 
spotted a fellow squadron member from the same mission, 
Captain Douglas Rutherford, on the ground beside his 
crashlanded B.E.2. Allied airmen had been hacked to death 
by enemy troops in similar situations, and McNamara saw 
that a company of Turkish cavalry was fast approaching 
Rutherford's position. Despite the rough terrain and the gash 
in his leg, McNamara landed near Rutherford in an attempt 
to rescue him. 

As there was no 
spare cockpit in 
the single-seat 
Martinsyde, the 
downed pilot 
jumped onto 
M c N a m a r a ' s 
wing and held 
t h e  s t r u t s . 
M c N a m a r a 
crashed while 
attempting to 
take off because 
of the effects of 
his leg wound 

a n d  R u t h e r f o r d ' s  w e i g h t 
overbalancing the aircraft. The two 
men, who had escaped further injury 
in the accident, set fire to the 
Martinsyde and dashed back to 
Rutherford's B.E.2. Rutherford 
repaired the engine while McNamara 
used his revolver against the 
attacking cavalry, who had opened 
fire on them. Two other No. 1 
Squad ron  p i l o t s  ove rhead , 
Lieutenant (later Air Marshal Sir) Roy 
"Peter" Drummond and Lieutenant 
Alfred Ellis, also began strafing the 

enemy troops. McNamara managed to start the B.E.2's engine 
and take off, with Rutherford in the observer's cockpit. In severe 
pain and close to blacking out from loss of blood, McNamara 
flew the damaged aircraft 70 miles (110 km) back to base at El 
Arish. 

Wikipedia. 

Brisbane Open House Weekend 

The weekend 12/13 October saw the museum open in 
conjunction with “Brisbane Open House” which sees historic 
sites, museums etc open for the weekend.   

Heavy rain on Saturday morning kept numbers down but the 
afternoon was successful.  Numbers through the museum  were 
35 on Saturday and 51 on Sunday.  

Thanks to Museum Curator Paul Brown and his assistant Colin 
Gould for their work in having the museum ready for the event 
and also to those who put in their time on the weekend to ensure 

that visitors were given comprehensive information on the 
museum and its exhibits—Kieran Nelson, Mike Griffin, Peter 
Rogers (the younger), John Batze, Tony Boulter, Bob Collins 
and Phil Ainsworth. 

Association 2019 Annual General Meeting 

Twenty-four members and friends attended NGVR & PNGVR 
Association’s 30th AGM held in the Wacol Military Museum 
today, 26 October 2019. 

The new committee is the same as last year with Phil Ainsworth 
President, Bob Collins Vice President, Doug Ng Treasurer and 
Colin Gould MBE Secretary being the office holders. Peter 
Rogers DFC, Mike Griffin, Kieran Nelson, Tony Boulter, Paul 
Brown and Peter Rogers (the younger) being Committee 
members.  

Patron Major General John Pearn , Kieran Nelson , Mike Griffin, 
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You know you are getting old when you realise that your 
wheelie bin goes out more than you do. 

An old US Navy Saying.     Why is a Ship called a ‘SHE’?           
A ship is called a ‘SHE’ because there is always a great deal of 

bustle around her; there is usually a gang of men about; she has 
a waist and stays; it takes a lot of paint to keep her looking good; 
it is not the initial expense that breaks you, it is the upkeep; she 

can be all decked out; it takes an experienced man to handle her 
correctly; and without a man at the helm she is absolutely     

uncontrollable,  She shows her topsides, hides her bottom and 
when coming into port always heads for the buoys. 

By Harold Septimus Power, official war artist 
with the Australian Imperial Force. 

McNamara VC  
Circa 1917 

Assn members at Brisbane Open House. Colin Gould,  Paul Brown, 
Bob Collins, Mike Griffin, Kieran Nelson. 



Tony Boulter  and Peter Rogers (the younger) were presented 
with their life- memberships for their long and fruitful service to 
the Association. John Winterbothan was presented with the 
Patron’s   Award for his historical military research for the 
Association.   

This successful meeting was followed by a free BBQ luncheon. 

Relevant extracts from the President’s report. 

- we have 142 full members, 27 associate members, 21 
association friends and 3 honorary members, a total of 193.  

- Surprisingly only 72 (37%) of the total accept email 
correspondence while the rest remain hardcopy or snail mail 
recipients. As you are aware each item of postage costs $1. 
Assuming 10  items are posted to each hardcopy recipient  per 
year, $10 of  each subscription of $30 pa is used for  postage 
only. This is why we would like computer owning members to 
accept emails – it saves the association about $10 per member 
and helps keep  everyone’s  annual fee  low. If the 
117  hardcopy recipients used email,  the association would 
save $1,170  and potentially reduce everyone’s  annual 
subscription by $6 per annum.  

 - Our newsletter Harim Tok Tok remains our main means of 
communicating with our wide-flung membership and continues 
to grow in popularity amongst members and others. 

- Our facebook which is managed by Kieran Nelson is also 
increasing in popularity.  

- Trevor Connell , our web master continues to maintain and 
improve our website www.pngvr.weebly.com – I commend our 
website to you as it holds our historical records, photographs 
and current information. 

- Our Military Museum opened February 2006 and is managed 
by Curator Paul Brown and his assistant Colin Gould. Paul and 
Colin have restructured the displays to streamline the through 
flow of guests. It costs about $7000 per annum to maintain the 

Museum.  Our income sources are limited and derive from 
subscriptions, sausage sizzles , donations and grants 

 - As an association, we can proudly state we have met and 
exceeded the stated objectives of our constitution and the 
expectations of the community. 

 A complete copy of the President’s report is available both on 
our Assn Website and Facebook page.  If you want an        
electronic copy please contact Editor—details  on P.16. 

_________________________________________________ 

Chaplain’s Message 

The Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable, a manger 
(animal feeding trough) for His bed, bringing ‘joy to the world’ 
and initiating God’s plan of salvation for all mankind, and 
sealing it by His death and resurrection, claiming victory over 
death, and restoring us to Himself. That is amazing love. 

              The Tablecloth - reported to be a true story 

The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to their 
first ministry, to reopen a church in suburban Brooklyn, 
arrived in early October excited about their opportunities. 
When they saw their church, it was very run down and 
needed much work. They set a goal to have everything done 
in time to have their first service on Christmas Eve. They 
worked hard repairing pews, plastering walls, painting, etc, 
and on December 18 were ahead of schedule and just about 
finished. 

On December 19 a terrible storm hit the area and lasted for 
two days. On the 21st, the pastor went over to the Church. 
His heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, causing 
a large area of plaster (about 20 feet by 8 feet) to fall off the 
front wall of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit. 

The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing 
what else to do but cancel the Christmas Eve service, headed 
home. On the way he noticed that a local business was 
having a flea market type sale for charity, so he stopped in. 
One of the items was a beautiful handmade, ivory coloured, 
crocheted tablecloth with exquisite handiwork, fine colours, 
and a cross embroidered right in the centre. It was just the 
right size to cover the hole in the Church wall. He bought it 
and headed back to the Church. By this time it had started to 
snow. 

An older woman running from the opposite direction was 
trying to catch the bus. She missed it, so the pastor invited 
her to wait in the small Church for the next bus, due in 45 
minutes. She sat in the pew paying no attention to the pastor 
while he got a ladder, hangers etc. to put up the tablecloth as 
a wall tapestry. It looked beautiful and it covered up the entire 
problem area. 

Then he noticed the woman walking down the centre aisle, 
her face as white as a sheet. “Pastor”, she asked “where did 
you get that tablecloth?” The pastor told her. The woman 
asked him to check the lower right corner to see if the initials 
EBG were crocheted into it. They were. These were the 
initials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 
years ago in Austria. The woman could hardly believe it as 
the pastor told how he acquired “The Tablecloth”. 

The woman explained that before the war, she and her 
husband were well-to-do people in Austria. When the Nazis 
came, she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to 
follow her the next week. He was captured, sent to prison, 
and she never saw her husband or her home again. 

The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth, but she made 
the pastor keep it for the Church. The pastor insisted on 
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membership to 
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Pearn,  AO. 
RFD. who has 
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with distinction 

in that 
Honorary 
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The 5 new Life 
members of the 
Association. L-

R. Tony 
Boulter, Mike 
Griffin, Patron 
Maj John Pearn 

AO. RFD. 
Kieran Nelson, 
Peter Rogers 

(the younger). 
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REPLICA MEDALS OR MOUNTING OF 
MEDALS 

A reliable  source for medal work is National Medals, 
natmedals@bigpond.com , Ph 07 3871 0600  Ask for Greg 

Faux, mobile 0419 196 172.  Located at 13/200 Moggill Road, 
Taringa, Brisbane, 4066 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND   

  A HAPPY AND HEALTHY YEAR IN 2020 

FROM PATRON MAJ GEN JOHN PEARN AO 

RFD, PRESIDENT, PHIL AINSWORTH, 

AND YOUR ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and Papua New Guinea  

Volunteer Rifles Ex Members Association Inc, 

Includes former members of the PIR, PIB and NGIB.  

For correspondence contact Secretary, Colin Gould, 
email  pngvr@optusnet.com.au , phone 0424 562 030                  
(The Secretary, P O Box 885, Park Ridge, Qld, 4125) 

For Military Museum enquires contact   Paul Brown, Curator, 
email  paulbrown475@gmail.com . Phone 0402 644 181     or                                

Colin Gould, Assistant Curator,  email  pngvr@optusnet.com.au , 
phone 0424 562 030                       
( NGVR/PNGVR Military Museum, Corner Boundary Road & Fulcrum 
Street, Wacol, Qld, 4076) 

Membership fee payments to Treasurer, Doug Ng, email             
douglasng@iinet.net.au ,  phone 0413 014 422 

(NGVR & PNGVR Ex-members Association : BSB: 064006 - A/C: 
10001126) 

Website Master: Trevor Connell  email                                         
trevor.connell@internode.on.net  , phone 0409 690 590    

www.pngvr.weebly.com  (all back copies of HTT may be obtained 
from our website) 

Facebook Master: Kieran Nelson ,  
email kierannelson@bigpond.com  , phone  0412 236 013 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ngvrandpngvrmilitarymuseum/ 

Harim Tok Tok Editor: Bob Collins,  email                                     
bob-collins@bigpond.com , phone 0413 831 397 

President: Email p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au  to get on  members 
electronic distribution including Harim Tok Tok (you will receive it in 
colour, earlier and can adjust the print size to suit)                                     

Chaplain.  Rev Ron MacDonald. Phone 0407 008  624                      
email  ron.macdonald@aue,salvationarmy.org 

driving her home. She lived on the other side of Staten Island 
and was only in Brooklyn a day for a housecleaning job. 

What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. The 
Church was almost full. The music and the spirit were great. 
At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted 
everyone at the door, and many said they would return. 

One older man, whom the pastor recognised from the 
neighbourhood, continued to sit in one of the pews, staring, 
and the pastor wondered why he wasn’t leaving. The man 
asked him where he got the tablecloth that was on the front 
wall, because it was identical to the one his wife made years 
ago when they lived in Austria, before the war, and how could 
there be two tablecloths so much alike?. He told the pastor 
how the Nazis came, how he forced his wife to flee for her 
safety, and he was supposed to follow her, but he was 
arrested and put in prison. He never saw his wife or his home 
again, that was 35 years ago. The pastor asked him if he 
would allow him to take him for a little ride. They drove to 
Staten Island and to the same house where the pastor had 
taken the woman three days earlier. He helped the man climb 
the three flights of stairs to the woman’s apartment, knocked 
on the door, and witnessed the greatest Christmas reunion he 
could ever imagine. 

I pray you will experience and celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas, and that God will keep you and your family’s safe 
throughout the holidays and into the New Year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/EMAIL ADDRESS                       
If you change your mailing or email address please remember 
to advise President Phil Ainsworth and Secretary Colin Gould 

MBE—Contact details below 

FUNCTION DATES 

Sat 30 Nov.                                            
Committee Meeting. Last meeting for the 

year.          Members welcome 

Sat  7 Dec      Sat 1 Feb                                 
Museum open 10am-1pm.                            

Members & visitors welcome; come along 
& have a cuppa.                   

Sat  5 Jan  Museum NOT open.                 



PNGVR President's report to 2019 AGM 
  
Good morning and welcome all to our 2019 AGM, our 30th since the Association was formed in 1989. 
A special welcome to our Patron, Major General John Pearn and our Padre Ron Mc Donald. 
I thank you for your presence. 
  
2019 has been a busy, hard and sad year: busy due to the number of activities in which we are involved; hard because our 
membership is dwindling and there are fewer members available or able to contribute to our activities; and sad due to the 
passing of our members. Since the last AGM, to our knowledge, nine members have died. These losses are: James Woo 
OBE; Graham Mitchell; Alistair Martin; Tony Milan; Nelson Hardiman; William (Bill) McGrath; Denis Samin, Ken Jones and 
Ron Adams. 
 
Presently we have 142 full members, 27 associate members, 21 association friends and 3 honorary members, a total of 
193.  
  
Of the total, location wise, 96 (50%) live in Southeast Qld, 31(16%) in country Qld, 51 (26%) interstate, 3 (2%) overseas and 
9 (5%) have unknown address.  
  
Surprisingly only 72 (27%) of the total accept email correspondence while the rest remain hardcopy or snail mail recipients. 
As you are aware each item of postage costs $1. Assuming 10 items are posted to each hardcopy recipient per year, $10 of 
each subscription of $30 pa is used for postage only. This is why we would like computer owning members to accept emails 
– it saves the association about $10 per member and helps keep everyone’s annual fee low. If the 117 hardcopy recipients 
used email, the association would save $1,170 and potentially reduce everyone’s annual subscription by $6 per annum. 
  
Although our Association is relatively few in number it is very active. Our association was formed in 1989 and incorporated in 
1991. The founding President, Harry Green remained as President until his death February 2005. Since then the present 
office holders have held their positions with nearly 15 years of continuity of service and dedication.  
  
The following outlines the Association’s activities since our last AGM:  

1. three major functions, Brisbane Anzac Day march and reunion, the Qld State Mvm memorial service in the 
Brisbane Cenotaph and the 80th Anniversary commemoration service of the formation of NGVR held on 7 
September;  

2. publication and distribution of 6 issues of Harim Tok Tok, the association’s 16 page newsletter;  

3. maintaining an up to date website and face book;  

4. maintaining its military museum with attendant 10 public open days and separate group visits; 

5. six committee meetings;  

6. a rifle shoot at Boonah;  

7. an AGM and luncheon;  

8. Museum participation in Brisbane’s October open weekend; 

9. two fund raising Bunnings sausage sizzles;  

10. attendance at and support to about 2 dozen kindred organisation’s events and commemorations; 

11. welfare phone calls and visits to aged and frail members;  

12. attendance and arranging poppy parades at former members funerals; 

13. attendance and presentation of medals of excellence at the annual 9 RQR Steel Tuff exercise;  

14. and projects being undertaken by individuals.  
  
The last events for 2019 include preparing for the November annual 9 RQR Steel Tuff Exercise and presentation of 
Medallions for Excellence to the best section in the Battalion (9 RQR is an Army Reserve battalion which provides trained 
soldiers who serve overseas with the regulars – the association has been doing this for over 20 years) and final committee 
meeting and BYO luncheon for the year on Saturday 30th November at 10am, to which all who are interested are welcome to 
attend.  
  
The past years activities of the Association has been reported in our newsletter and social media; details of all activities 
since the Association’s incorporation are posted in our Website www.pngvr.weebly.com and for the past couple of years in 
our Facebook page. Everyone should read our website; you may be surprised by its content! 
Besides articles written for the HTT and other purposes by members, Michael White who works part-time at the AWM, has 
several on-going projects in which you may be interested: 



1. he has prepared a list of the 1400 military who served in the AN & AMEF during WW1 and so far has written 
biographies for over 100 from this list;  

2. he has confirmed all NGVR soldiers killed during WW2, of whom we are aware, are on AWM’s honour board;  

3. has instigated an investigation towards AWM changing its criteria to recognise enlisted NGVR who were not called 
up for full time service, but were killed during the war as civilians, to be placed on AWM’’s Commemorative Roll:  

4. after which he will endeavour to have all Australian civilians living in PNG during that period and who were killed in 
the War to be similarly recognised and placed in the AWM’s Commemorative Roll. 

  
John Winterbotham has for years and continues to research NAA documents relating to PNG, particularly to the military. 
Examples are his complete list of all NGVR, PNGVR, PIB and NGIBs men who served. 
  
If you are working on a project which may be of interest or use to the Association, please advise us and do not hesitate if 
you require information, contacts or assistance. 
  
Through our many and varied activities, NGVR’s and PNGVR’s regimental histories are becoming better known and 
respected. Our Association has developed an enhanced network with kindred organisations with which we share activities, 
mostly commemorative in nature.  
  
Our newsletter Harim Tok Tok remains our main means of communicating with our wide-flung membership and continues to 
grow in popularity amongst members and others. Editor Bob Collins has produced about 60 issues over the past 10 years 
which is much appreciated. 
Our Facebook which is managed by Kieran Nelson is also increasing in popularity. Trevor Connell, our web master 
continues to maintain and improve our website www.pngvr.weebly.com – I commend our website to you as it holds our 
historical records, photographs and current information. 
  
Our Military Museum opened February 2006 and is managed by Curator Paul Brown and his assistant Colin Gould. Paul and 
Colin have restructured the displays to streamline the through flow of guests. It costs about $7000 per annum to maintain the 
Museum. Over $13000 capital expenditure was made last year to upgrade security. The most pressing issues of tenure and 
succession remain - without tenure succession cannot be resolved. Negotiations between the BCC and NSAAQ have been 
on the table for a number of years and are ongoing, yet we have little or no influence to progress them. We have little idea 
for the delay. NSAAQ has confirmed in writing that a sublease will be granted to the Association once NSAAQ obtains its 
lease, the terms and conditions unknown. Our honorary solicitor Craig Ray has been asked to assist in resolving this issue. 
We are indebted to Paul and Colin for their ongoing work and time devoted to the Museum which has become a focus for 
many of our activities. Our legacy to the community is our military museum which will ensure the histories of our two unique 
units and their part in contributing to the enduring relationship between Australia and PNG are not forgotten. 
  
Despite large expenditures our funds are growing again. Thanks to Kieran Nelson, we were recently successful in winning a 
Gaming Grant for $2,000 for new computer equipment (this will be shown in our 2020 financials). Our income sources are 
limited and derive from subscriptions, sausage sizzles, donations and grants. Treasurer Doug Ng is doing a fine job of 
keeping us on an even keel financially. 
  
On behalf of our members, I thank the outgoing committee members, Vice President and Harim Tok Tok editor Bob Collins, 
Secretary and Assistant Museum Curator Colin Gould, Treasurer Doug Ng, Museum Curator and Welfare Officer Paul 
Brown, Webmaster Trevor Connell, Grants Officer and Facebook Administrator Kieran Nelson and committee members 
Peter Rogers DFC, Mike Griffin, Tony Boulter and Peter Rogers (the younger). We are appreciative for our Honorary Padre 
Ron McDonald and Honorary Solicitor Craig Ray who are always available when we ask them. Our Patron, Major General 
John Pearn, graciously continues to provide engaged support and encouragement to us through his high standing in the 
community, his many connections with kindred organisations and individuals and his presence at our events, for which we 
are extremely grateful. 
  
As an association, we can proudly state we have met and exceeded the stated objectives of our constitution and the 
expectations of the community. 
  
Phil Ainsworth, 26 October 2019 

President 
NGVR & PNGVR Ex-members Association 
 
P: 07 3844 3222 
F: 07 3844 9888 
M: 0418 730 348 
E: p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au 
W: www.pngvr.com 


