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(ABIN No. €359242012684)

Asmphion Press is 2 non-profit publishing u 1l w:t_um the
Department of Paediatrics snd Child Hesith at the

yal Children’s Flospital, Herston, Prisbane Q 4029, Aastraiia
Frice List — As from 1 September 2001
(Wholesale Discount ~ 40% for 5 copies or more)

NEW RELEASE ..
ADCCIOR IN 'I‘Lm GARDEN
1}ustraimn Flora and the World of Medicire
Jokn Pearn $79.95 (Inc. $7.95 GST)
{Plus $20 postage Overseas)
A major work of mtersst and reference to all who love the garden
for bushwaikers and those who enjoy the living world of Nature. This account describes the story
betund the names of 350 Australian native plants and trees; and includes hundreds of biographies
of those who have contributed to cur knowledge of medicine, health and mecicinal hertos,

An invesiment as an encyclopaedic work of scholarshup, in a inited adition of 1,000 copies.
Five hundred pases. over a thousand :ltistrattons. with move than | 00 in colour. Includes mdex of 2,000 entries.
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BRIDGEHERATS CFNORTHERN HEALTE
Ediiers: Joiin Peurn and Peggy Carter

4 elentc meorpxating the writings ol s en awhors ahout early
medicme ared health »n sorthern Austiutia. incindes chapter on
the ﬁgbt aganst disecse 1n Avscraha s colonial past. chapter: on
nursing. and early naval and military medicine in the nomhern
Lolomes.
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Hard rove:. 8 chapters. ' $:.;",-'j-,'i 5 ( Ine $2.2
178 panes. coprows!. jllustrarea
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ISLANDS OF “T\I ARCERATICN

Sever: rﬁ;tnors. B :ls. +5im Pearn & Peggy Carter
A1 aceount of the iajor couvict <ettierments in Colonial Ausi alia,
Inclucrag those ai Norfolk ana Rottres; Islands, Sydney Parbour.
and e infumous coavict puson a Satah Island 1 Macquarie
Harbour, Tasmania: the latter the scene Foi mnch of For the Term
af Bis Nuturul Life

Soft cover. dusi pecket,  SL0.A0 {Ine ;‘.l.ﬁﬂ GST )
122 pages, 45 phorographs

FEVERS AND FROGNTIERS
Edited by John Pearn and Mervyn Coberoft

Twetve histonans 4nd doctors have contubuted chapters on
explormions m Outhack Austialia, nursing, Ahungmal medicine,
fevers and dinease 1n coiontal Ausimlia, women pioaeers and dhe
ongias of ambulances and emeigency vare. and the drugs ana
nwdienies of Abengmal forebears

£
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Hani cover 288 pages .BZA.” ) 2.‘}1 L‘:..‘;T)

VILESTONES OF AUSTRALIAN MEDTCING
Ed. Johr Pecrn

A release documentiug 16 sigrificant milestones in the hxstoxy of I
medicine snd health ir Austrahe. incloding firsi-person accounts
of e disuovery of Ross River vitaenmz, fick typhus, foundation of
the Royal Flying Doctor serviee of Australia; and much more.

$24.75 (fnc $2.25 8T |

Hard cover 320 puges

ERBAITH, HISTORY & HORITONS
Rdlter: John Pesrn
Re-telease about the hisiny of outbauk medicine end health.

Twenty chapters by 4 senes of top Ausitalian wsiters on ihe history
of medicine wnd hoalik,

Hard cover, 423 pases f.h‘,z‘l. 75 UI.C $2..&5 CST)

WESTERN WINGS OF CARE

Dr Tim C'Leary

AT accOUNE 0f aviation development. ana the delivery of health
care in the diy Quthack wentres of Ausralia. The Jate Dr Tim

O'Leary wos a legend in hiy vwn hcime famous for his
compassior. sease of humovr. and medical skall.

$16.56 (Inc $1.50 GST)

Hard cover, 119 pages

PLFASE CHARGE MY MASTERCARD/VISA/
BANKCARD FOR PAYMENT OF ACCOUNT

THIS OCUMENT ‘WILL BE A TAX INVOICE R OR GST WHEN YOU MAKRE A PAVMENT
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UPDATE

s PRESIDENT’S o

Gréét_ingé!

Due to many factors this issue of ‘Harim Tok
Tok’ which was due out before Christmas has
been delayed untii now. On behalf of the
Executive Committee , | apologise for this
Jelay.

| know how necessary it is to keep all our
members, especially those in outlying areas
and other states informed of Association
developments—we all pay our fees and expect
regular communication.

Our Association since its inception in 1989 has
achieved much for its very supportive
members. We are extremely well regarded for
exposure and the manner in which we do
things on behalf of our members. Regrettably
a number of bureaucrats continue to question
some of our officially and legally presented
PNG awards—awards given in recognition for
15 years of voluntary continuous overseas
service.

Such disbeliefs are of course bought about by
ignorance of PNG and the role played by our
Regiment in pre— independent PNG.

Gentlemen, your Executive Committee has
taken well considered action to see that
misinformed public servants are given fuli
access to our NGVR / PNGVR historical

-records Our focus will be to ensure that those

Federal Ministers recently elected and
appointed to their new related port-folios are
made aware that we were an AUSTRALIAN
Regiment and that our Colours are laid up in
the Australian War Memorial.

We are in a reasonable state financially, but a
number of members still have outstanding
fees. Statements wilt be sent out shortly to all
members as fees for 2002/3 become due on
the 30th June 2002. Members may of course
pay their fees on Anzac Day when attending
the Brisbane march.

How time passes. Over a beer last week |
spoke to a dear friend saying “do you realise
that 46 years ago you were a Sergeant in my
Company” to which he replied “ and we are
still looking after the same blokes” - is relevant
in that you have a strong loyal hard working
Committee, and a strong Association.

Anzac Day and our annual Regimental Dinner
is fast approaching. i am looking forward to
these occasions to meet once again, many of
our Members, partners & Associates. | hope
that as many members as possible will be able
to attend these functions and help keep our
Association a strong one.

H N Green - President

Executive Committee—2001/2002

President:- Lt Colonel H N Green, MBE.ED. (Retd)
Junior Vice President:- Tony Milan Secretary:- Col Gould

Welfare Officer:- Bill Bickerton

Senior Vice President:- Tom Lega
Treasurer:- Bob Collins
Historic Officer:- John Holland

" Assist/ Historic Officer:- Tom Dowling  Hon. Sak'citor. Bruce Crawford
Member.s Representatwas Joe Fisk Norm Mundy = Project Officer:- Barry Wright




WARNING
ORDERS

Eurth ——V—Th;’rSdat 25’th|April 2002 - March commences at 1030 Hours
urther information will be available after the Anzac D itao’
Meeting in February. ay Parade Committee’s

Following a Motion at the 2001 Annual General Meetin

_ g, the cost per head for ¢
Anzac I?ay reception at the Old Stock Exchange Hotel will bg $20-00. The
Association has held the old cost of $15 for 8 years but due to GST and other costs
§uch as Hotel wages and supplies, your Association had no alternative but to
increase the reception fee to $20-00 per person.

ANZAC DAY REGIMENTAL DINNER
Saturday 27th April
United Services Club, Brisbhane

Dress:- Mess Dress / Anzac Day Dress / Suit
With Miniatures

Time:- 1830 Hours—Pre-dinner Sherry
1900 Hours—Dinner

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL—LIMITED SEATING

Cost:- To be advised—approx $60 pp including Sherry, Dinner & Port
) _ _ For bookings & information, contact:- Bob Collins
Capricornia” 45 / 121 Surf Parade, Broadbeach Q 4218 Ph: (ah) 07 5526 8396
DON’T WAIT—PHONE IN YOUR BOOKING NOW.

MONDAY 1st July ‘Montevideo Maru’ NGVR Memorial Service—Anzac Square
SUNDAY 7th July Proposed Reserve Forces Day Brisbane March.

EDV/ARD THOMAS HAR DY

BORN 14.06.1938

PASSED INTO SIiLENCE 25.03.2001

AGED 62 YEARS

Ed was the loving HUSBAND of Murielie (Dec’d)

SON of Alfred and Anastasta

Leving BROTHER of Willian and Letla

Cherished FATHER of Rex, Vickt and Koss -

GRANDPA of Harvey, Storn:, Tyler, Chantel, Jason. Jacob.
GREAT GRAMDFA of Mychael.

Ed was educated at St josephs Primary School, Rockdale, Sydney.
Completed Secondary School at Manst Brothers College, Kogarah.

Ed’s first job was a3 a Telegram boy wath the Post Master Jenerals
Department. He later appled for ac apprenticeship with the Department of
Civij Aviation: at Arnchiffz, Wew South Wales and it was here that he
became a specialist m electronics and radar. His employment ook Bd to
Port Moresby as a Grade 1 Ralio Technican where he was stationed for
many years and returned to Australia with the Department untll retiremett in
1993 Followiag this Ed drove Black and White tax: cabs until ie decided
that it was time 1o enjoy 2 better quality of life.

IILITARY FISTORY

Ed was conseripted into compulsory National Service in 1955 his number -
being 2/77066€ and with the rank of Recruit served with the 13 Hationat
Service Bn at Ingleburn , Syduey On completion of full time duly Ed was
transfer-ad to 17/18 Light ALA. with the rank of Private, transferred to
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea and joired ‘B’ Company PN G.V R in 1960
when he was ailocated No. 859982 at the completion of hus Nabonal
Service commitment with the rank of Rifieman.
also saw service with ‘A Coy PNG.VR. Lae and -
‘T Coy PN C.V.R Port Moresby
was discharged from the F.N G.V R as Professional Rifleman.

Ed caught up with s Anmy mates 1n 1989 as 3 foundation membet of the
N.G VR /PN G.V.R Ex Members Association as a foundation Member.

SERVICZ AWARDS

ASM. 1945-75

PNG INDEPENDENCE MEDAL 1975

PNG 1€ yr ANNISVERSARY MEDAL 1933

NATIONAL SERVICE COM MEMORATIVE MEDAL by the National

Servicemens Association.

As a foundation Member of the N.G.V.R/P.MN.Ci.V.R. ExMembers
Association, Ed has been very active, always putting his hand np to be
‘involved i one or more activilies.

Hobhies iug:}uqq Fishipe: Pipying trains, Camping. especially at the R&R
Centrs at Jimbooinba.’ a -

i
d
L
I#
é
|

LTI




NEW GUINEA VOLUNTEER RIFLES ASSOCIATION RAFFLE DRAW

And
P EW With the closure of Flight West Airlines last year, your Association had to source %‘ "9
APYAN GUINEA VOLUNTEER RIFLES a new prize for its Raffle. AIR NIUGINI has kindly offered their assistance. \

EX MEMBERS ASSOCIATION INC. RAFFLE TO BE DRAWN:- Sunday 17th March 2002

PRIZE:- Return ticket for 2 Brisbane to Madang OR Rabaul OR Singapore (Air fare only)

It is with regret that | have to inform the Association of the death of,
Private Wilkie Desmond Collins (Bill) NX57343

Eill was & driver with the 2/10 Field Ambulance stationed ai Rabau! in 1942, when Rabaul fel! to
tne Japanese, Biil aiong with membess of the 2/22 N.G.V R. and civilians escaped down the south coast of New
Entain, where they were czptured near Tol Plantation, and his story follows. Myself and 40 other PriSOners wese
taken to Tel plantation and were tied in & line, each mans hands being bound. When the Japanese took away our
pay books, identity discs and photos we knew the game was up? Wz were split in tc parties of 10 snd marched in to
the jungle where we ali expected ‘o be shot. Parties marched of in different directions and what was most unnerving
of ali was the meticuious courtesy the Japs maintamed towards us, even as they planned our butchery!  Earlier
the Japs had given us cigarettes and biscuits. The Jap soldiers had beer given orders to ix bavonets, the cfficer
then ordered us to sit down, even then we were waiting for death. Then the officer cut a man ioose with his swol
The kelpless victm was detached from the line of prisorers and led tc the jungle by a Jap armed with: fixed
bayoret. Suddenly, from the jungle cane screams foilowed by low moans, we 2l started cursing and some prayea.
Being bound myself, it ‘was dreadfil to be helpless. unable to do anything o help him Other priscners were ’
butchered the same way, the Jap killer returned wiping the bload from: his bayonet. ev entually { was the only one
ief, the Japs moved into the jungle to Sinish off the men who were still groanirg with rifie fire.

The Jap cfficer told me to stand up, and took his rifle, he motioned me away and as I took a few steps be let fiy from

beiiind me. the buliet pierced my shoulder and I fell. I felt a great shock ot realising I was stil} aiive and stayed stiil
The Jap fired twe more shots, one went into my left arm and the other went inte my back through my right hand, it
travelleC towar¢ my spine and would have killed me. But my hand siowed it up. i stopped abeut sne inch fiom
my spine. The bullet that went through my hard, cut the ropes that tred me
Afier the Japs left I kud for seven days wrthout food or water. When at last 7 crawled down to ihe beach, 1 fourd
another two survivors whe hacd been bayoneted and were stili alive, neither of them could walk and one had his
sidrey pierced , but before we couid get help for them, a Jap destroyer came in %o the bay and we went bush, later
we saw ihe hut they wess n go up in flames, and presumably, the Japs had come back o clear up traces of the
atrocity they had carried out. Some time later § was picked up by Frank Holiand who had walked across the island
Jooking for peopie who had escaped and iad been mstructed by J X McCarthy to bring them to Talasea for |
evacuation to Australia, I and 24 cthers was taken across the mourtairs to the north coast and then down to Ihok
where we and others boarded the M.V. LAKATOI and escaped to Australiz, Biil had put hs age up to join the
army and was oniy 20 at the time of the Tol massacre He spent almost two vears i hospital recovering from his
wounds. Bill was the last survivor of the Toi massacre. He passed away on the 8 October 200 1on the south coast
of N.S.W. and is survived by five children from his first marriage Deswra, Eric, Michael, Sandra and Bruce, two
step chiidren from his second marriage, and Grand children.  Bi!l wes not a member of our Asscciation but had
streng Links to us through the 2/22 and N.G. V.. I feel it is imporzant that his story be old as it is 2 little kaown
event that was perpetreied on our scldiers in 1942 we must never forget.
LEST WE FORGET
T];is sad story as been pninted with the consent of the Collins family, information was teken frem Frank Holland's
diary, Medical Scldiers and UnoVoca. On behalf of the Assosiaticr: T would like o express our deepesi sympathy
to the Coilins family.
John Holland Historical Cificer

Mrs Jean Letitia McCarthy passed away 7™ October 2001 aged 87, in Mt Eliza Victeria, she was the wife of J.X.
McCarthy, District Officer, Coast Watcher, Direcior of District Administration, was with ANGAU & brewer force
on Los Negros Island who were awarded the United States Unit Citation, Keith was also the Hencrarv Colonel of
the P.N.G.V.R. Jean had no family, we pass our condoiences 1o Jeans Nephew, Rod Blackbum. )

( Accommodation/meals/transfers and other travel costs to be met by the winner)

There is still time to return your SOLD and unsold tickets—contact Bob Collins (ah) 5526 8396
YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT

On the 12th August 2001, several hundred people witnessed the unveiling of eight World War 11
Unit plaques at the Rocky Creek War Memorial near Tolga in north Queensland.

GUINEA VOLUNTEER RIFLES, bringing to 41 the total number of Unit plagues already on
display. Each plaque is securely bolted to a large boulder in the park.

Present for the dedication, were PNGVR Members, Stan Carswell, Barry Wright, Hal Herriott,
Tom Dowling, John Mudge, MBE., Noel Smith, Clyde Cook, John Batze, Kev Cheatham,

Denis Samin and battalion piper Don Lawie.

Our sincere thanks to our north Queensiand members for their combined efforts which resulied in
a magnificent plaque being dedicated to the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles.

ROCKY CREEK WAR MEMORIAL DEDICATION
( See photo in this issue)

1e ceremony included a plaque dedicated to an Australian territorial military unit, the NEW

From all NGVR and PNGVR members
THANK YOU and WEL.L. DONE

LEST WE FORGET

Caming Jssues

*  Joe Fisk continues his recollections on the US Visit:
**  NGVR Recollections by Tom Lega continues
#**  NGVR Recollections of Neville Swanson continues
##%* The Maginot Line Revisited by Jes Hansford
*r+++  Fnlistment of Non-Europeans in PNGVR by Bob Harvey-Hall

**+r+ News from PNG and more

From the Editor

My sincere apologies to all members and Associates for the delay in publishing this issue of
Harim Tok Tok due to family, personal iliness and pressing work commitments.

The next Issue is already underway and will include up dated information for this years Anzac
Day march and function and our successful Regimental Dinner to be held on the 27th April 2002.

Your Executive Committee places great importance on keeping its members informed, and every
effort will be made to ensure that our Newsletter is published on time. Col.




- ANZAC =

For some time now | have been thinking
about putting pen to paper, as some of us
used to say, to describe my feelings about
why | travel to Brisbane from Melbourne
pericdically to march on Anzac Day with the
PNGVR and to recall some of my thoughts,
before and during that day, related to my
service as a CMF soldier.

Perhaps you know what | mean, maybe not,
anyway,....per Angusta ad Augusta — Through
Trials to Triumph sort of thing.

Dawn and | booked in at the United Services
Club on the Friday 20th April 2001, especially
for the Regimental Mixed Dinner Reunion to
be held that night. | was sitting enjoying a
pale ale in the Club when Colonel Bryan Todd,
once the battalion Regimental Medical Officer,
amongst more than a few notable jobs he has
held, greeted me and sat down for what
turned out to be a bit of a chin wag, mostly
about our families. Bryan, who delivered our
three children in Lae, suddenly said, “Bob, |
can see a lot of your Mum and Dad in your
face”. What a thing to say given | am seventy
plus. Still yarning and observing are a great
part of the spice of Life.

I've been a member of the USGC for several

years, before that 1 was with the imperial ;

Service Club in Sydney which | joined when |
was commissioned. Unfortunately it
amalgamated with the Royal Automobile Club
which meant quite a few members looked
further a field as | did.

| really enjoy the United Service Club in
Brisbane. The interior and exterior are of a
traditional beauty which is often hard to come
by these days. Loads of tradition from the front
steps through to the lovely dining and club
rooms. The mostly Queensland architecture
overlooking the modern, and in some places,
the not so aesthetic centre of Brisbane

Dawn and | were on our way downstairs when
we spotted Jack Goad (NGVR) coming in from

Wlth some reﬂectlons of Yesteryear
P By Bob Harvey-Hall :

- DAY 2001 -

the car park. We greeted him rather
enthusiastically as a friend, special to us both.
For my part, because of his NGVR connection,
and to Dawn as he was her boss when she
worked in Customs at Lae. Jack is a fountain
of knowledge when it comes to NGVR
matters. He has a marvelous collection of
photographs and tales of his times in Papua
New Guinea and it was pleasing that he was
at the Regimental Dinner to toast his battalion.

Along with many men from all walks of life,
such as Tom Lega, Jimmy Birrell, Lea Ashton,
George Whittaker, Bill Money and Johnny
Cook, to name but a few familiar to me, Jack
Goad epitomises what NGVR stood for.

What a wonderful setting we had for the formal
Regimental Dinner, where 57 guests including
formally “Mess Dress” attired fellows, with their
elegantly attired partners, sat down to a well
organised, tasty and beautifully presented
dinner. The Club chef and staff did us well with
good food and service. We provided the
fellowship and appropriate toasts.

It was certainly a privilege to serve our time
that evening. It was another bit of those were
the days my friend, we thought they'd never
end. Remember that song? That is how it
seemed to be during those heady days, living,
working and being part of PNGVR.

One significant thing missing from the top
table was the 'Flame of the Forest which
always seemed to be present on formal dining
nights in PNG. There is also a piece of Pipers
music called 'Flame of the Forest and
perhaps that could be played at a future
dinner.

Did you know that during the negotiations for
the design of our Regimental Colours, PNGVR
had a battle, perhaps not so royal, with the
military hierarchy to get the OK to have Flame
of the Forest instead of Wattle as the Unit's
emblem.

Brief Recoliections—1s( Cavalry Division Reunion
By Jog Fisk:-

Waw! Whers do | siari? What an experience, |
must give it io the Yanks they are ceriainly
great hosis and they ceitca.nlv know how to
treat their visitors—their osplt.-_ ity was
second to none. At Fori .-aocc. Killeen, and
wherever we went across ihe United Staies, |
can aseure you ihat the Americans nave a
greal warm feeiing Lcwarc..s Australians. So
those who can see thelr way clear before you
gel too long in the tocth shouid go see ior
vourself and experience whai | so racently
witnessed.

The decision fo go o the United States came
by chance. John Holland, our Hisicric Cfficer,
was comparing notes wiih orie of his many
clients, who gave him the web siie for 4st Cav
witich includes the 5th Cav. John gave this
informaticn io Beb Coliins who made coniaci

with Gorden Jerrings in the US who ham‘f‘s
ic be cn the Board of Governors for ihe isi
Cav Division at Fort Hood.

The idea io visii ihe United Staies was
expanded during @ sccial camping irip back
home. Once cur credeniials wefe .ou'd tc be
velid by their historic seclion and Board of
Gaver'\o*s an inviiation was forwarded io us
te atiend their reunion in =s.me 2004.

Tom Lega’'s son, Weil, who WOrKS &t
Traveland. Wynnum, was agreal assisiance
~ith our trave! arrangerenis. We cecided 0
nut an amount of monsy into a common ity
ic cover, accommedation, mezls, car hire and
enything else other than personal expenses.

it worked out that kiity expensas for the four of
us was approx A %4, OOO—sounds  lot but ihis
translaiad o iust over US $2000. This system
and cost couid he Ic those planning ic make &
similer trip as an invitaticn has been exiended
tc ettend future reunions in the UJS.

We flew Brisbane-Svdney-Los Angeies-Dailas
and Fort Worth in Texas. ¥We hired & car am
iried io find the main drag to Fori Hocd.

row with one officer on board, you would thing
ihis evercise would b2 =asy. We found the
Asnerican road signage a lot different to ours,
which, whilst in full view of the airport we

nroceeded to talke the scenic route for 50
miles or so before we found the correci exit to
south o Killeen. This was the start of a 4000
mile road trek during which iime we ali 0ok
turns at driving on the righi sice of the road.
We all know now how to drive i: the US.

The reurion of the 1st Cav Division is heid at
their HQ &t Fort Hood every second year. Cn
the aliernaie year the reunicn is held &t other
Foris

After meeting CGordon Jennings our host, he
inireduced us to a real Taxes steak wiih all the
goodies, and when | say sieak, i mean
STEAK!,

Afiar compieting r2gisiration fomalities on
Wednesday 13th June, we decided fo do &
recce of the locai shopning cenire, and of
course, i .\E°pl“1g with the Texas theme, i
was vely iarge indeed. Scmz prices were
comparabls ic back nome bui food was veiy
dear, but vou get huge helpirgs for the price,
pius glasses anc glasses of iced ies and
boitomiess cups of coifee where milk was
conspicuous by its absence.

Was ended ocur day back ai our
accommodation {ihe Lodge) and ihe wusual
waier hoie where Bairy drank the suppiies of
Gin—they dor’t drink much gin there . This
somehow got back to the ears of the
Commanding Generzi of the 1st Cav Div. iHe
said in jest at the Divisional Banguel, * you ici
kncow how to enjoy vourselves. | heard over
the grape vine that vou have drunk the Locge
Bar out of Gin®. Our host assuied us thai Bary
wili be well catered for, should he veturn. .

We cerizinly had our eves open whilst at Foit
Hood. What more can | say other than [T'3
EMORMOUS!L

In our nexi newsletier | will repoit on lhe
activities of our visit , in particular the display
of the Division’s history, from a demonsiraticn
cf cavalry horsemanship, chuck wagons and

cancn through to armcured vehicles and

helicopters.

Watch for more of Joe'z rescllsctions in the next
Harim Tok Tok.



Jabznese movemenis i HQ in Port
oresby.

Their coast waiching =ctiviies must not be
discounted eiiher, as Admiral Chester Mimitz
orice commanied, “Guadalcanal saved he
Paciiic and the Ccasl waichers saved
Cuadalcanal’. | might add ai this stage that
it was due to the actions on an Australian
coasiwatcher that vour former President,
John F Kennedy anc the crew of his MTE
were saved.

When the invasion of the Admiraltiss was
planned the US st Cavalry Division was the
main unil and s commander was aiso
cornander of ‘Brewsr Force’ - ihe
nominated invasion force.

The force had 2 coniingent of MGVR/
ANGAU  aliached  under ihe contfrol of
ANCGAU commander Li Coicne! Kaith
nvcCarihy. In the initiai ianding there were 4
MGVR/ANCALU men and 4 Mew Guinea
Censtabuiary ailached ‘o 2nd Sqn, 5th Cav
Regiment., and, willh supporting units they
landed on Los Megros island.

As a rasult of the Los Negros campaign, the
2nd Eqn, 5ih Cav Regt, 1st Cavalry Division
and aliached units (NGVR/AMNGAL)) were
awarded¢ =z Fresidential Distinguished Unii
Citaticn (Amy)

The Ciialion to NGVR/AMGAU was
nresenied in 1852 and, because boih MGVR
and AMGCAU had been disbanded, the
Citalion was presenied o PMCGVR in Rabaul
with ihe addendum to PNGVR ic il the
rasponsibilily of caitying on the iine record of
inspired servics ssi by Brewer Force.”

Becausa cof the addendum lo the Citation we
wear the decoraiion oh shecial cccasicns
only, such as Anzac Day, when we
rapreseni the Associalion on official

business.

| Sir, on bahalf of our Asscciation, the NGVR /

PMGVR Ex iviembers Associaiion, | would
like you tc accepi this plague or: behall of
the 2nd Sqn, 5th Cavalry Regiment as &
memorial to those of our forebears wihe are
no longer with us, but whose exampie wili
forever live in our memories.

Our thanks to Bob, Joe, Norm and Barvy ior their
effors in pianning and making such a successful
representation visit fo the US 1st Cavairy Division
2001 Reunion at entirely their own expense.

Foilowing the September 2001 attack cn
the World Trade Cenire in New Vork.
that foliowing email was sent to the

1st Cav Division, S5th Cavalry Regiment
Asscciaticn on 12 September 2001 at
1324 hours Brisbans time.

¢ On: tenalf of the members of the New
Guinea Volunteer Riiles and Papua Mew
Guinea Voluntary Rifles Ex kMembers
Associaticn we would like to extend to
your Fresident , George W Bush and the
American pecple our deepest
condclences at the tragic loss of life as

| the resuit of the recent despicable and

disgusting act of terrorism inflicted on
your nation. We pray and hope that it
did not invclve any members of your
Associaticn or their families. Cur
thoughts and prayers are with you’

Lt Colonel H N Green, MBE.ED (Rtd)

ME Our emall was acknowledged, with
thanks and confinnalion thai no cne from the
is{ Cavaliy Division or the 5th Cavalry
Asseciation was involved in the ragic event.

i
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The Club’'s ante-room reception allowed
plenty of time for greetings and to meet
some long forgotten faces. | was greeted by
a chap who said “Remember me?”. | said
sorry | don't remember you to which he
replied “I was one of your platoon
commanders, what can you say to that"? |
was flabbergasted and thought of myself
what a dick you are Robert. | am sorry that |
just did not recognise Ron Strand.

Just then, Brig. lan Hunter says “hello, |
believe it's young Harvey-Hall, | reckoned it
was you, wonderful to see you again.” He
recalled how he presented me with my first
CMF gong and the Army photographer took
a great shot of the occasion which largely
featured the prominent company haus cook
adjacent to the parade ground at Lae. No
matter, | still treasure that photo.

A couple of days later | phoned Bill Guest, ex
39 Battalion, ex Warrant Officer instructor
with A Coy during those salad days in Lae,
when Emery House was A Coy training
depot and my office and also married
quarters for Pat and Bill Guest. We agreed to
meet on Anzac Day just before the march.

Staying at Hamilton in Brisbane and about
two blocks from Brett's Wharf makes it very
easy to get into the city. On board the City
Cat, the attendant reminded me that Anzac
Day marchers travel for free on this day.
Instead of looking at the sights, | did a bit of
day dreaming about my first Anzac Day
march in Lae in 1952 with some of the
blokes who were there — Major Harry
Thompson,MC, ex Signals Corp and P&T
and OC ‘A’ Coy PNGVR - John McKean,
Lae’s chemist, ex parachute battalion, and
Bevan Murphy who went to war in the
merchant Navy at 14 and a bit. He was
brother of the  somewhat famous Captain
John Murphy, taken prisoner by the
Japanese at Rabaul.

There was a time in 1952 when 'A’ Coy had
an ARA Corporal Storeman attached who
was also a gualified bomb disposal chap and
| remind myself of the times this bloke took
me along to assist him in dealing with UXB'’s
which included artillery shells. There was
plenty of live ordinance in and around Lae.

The only available information | had on bomb
disposal was a British War Office pamphiet. |
think it was called ‘Protection Against
Unexploded Bombs’ and again if my elderly
memory hasn’t let me down, was somewhat
lacking in specific details.

Anyway | read this document at the request
of our Corporal Storeman and bomb disposal
expert before each sortie, and let me tell you
that what we did to destroy UXB’s bore
absolutely no resemblance to the pamphlet.

The Corporal loved Rhum Nigrita and poker
and just about every night in Bagtown, where
he lived in a small donga, he consumed
copious amounts of the Bermuda booze
while trying to defeat established card
sharps in games that went into the early
hours of the moring. Although his hands
perpetually shook, he always got the job
done. Before lighting the fuse and moving
back to cover he would always say “let us
walk back , don't run®’. He was recalled to
the mainiand before his term of duty was
completed.

| also reflected on an Easter bivouac at
Salamaua where ‘A’ Coy, under the
instruction of WO2 Bill Shillaker, fired a 3
inch mortar from the narrow isthmus where
the pre-war township used to be, aiming
towards Kela Heights. At this time there were
three Harvey-Hall's present who went
“fishing” with the blokes after the firing
session, which incidentally often resulted in
several misfires. These keen fisherman
never used lines, bait etc but always came
back with a load of fish.

I can recall John Bretag not so well dressed
in only a pair of boots AB, diving into the
harbour water after fish. He got back on
board very quickly when someone made
casual mention of sharks in these waters.

| also recall how pleased the local villagers
were with the results of this not so new way
of fishing. Of course there is no prize for
guessing what we used for bait or how we
disposed of the misfires.

Ross Wormald came later as WO Instructor,
imparting his well rounded knowledge to the



members. | next saw Ross in ‘67 in Vietham
in the Long Hai hills during a search, fix and
destroy mission whilst he was acting RSM of
5 RAR. He was collecting shell dressings
from anyone because of the carnage a well
sited and improvised land mind, set up by a
local VC company, had caused amongst a
platoon acting as vanguard during
Operation ‘Renmark”.

Still a reguilar soldier, Ross came back to
Nui Guinea in ‘68 or ‘69 in civilian dress and
served in the border areas. | don't know
where Ross went to after that stint.

The Brisbane City-cat docks at North Quay,
and after a hearty breakfast in the city |
make my way to the Anzac Day march FUP
for NGVR/PNGVR -looks like I'm first
there—no Bill Guest. | move along to the
36th banner, and he is not there either.
About twenty minutes later Norm Mundy
says that there is someone looking for me
but he is not one of ours.

Bill Guest arrives and says, as if it is only
‘vesterday’ in Lae, “G’day Bob, there’s been
a change of plan, we are going to have our
get together after the march at Emery
House". Bill Guest was certainly one of us;
he was a great help to me and the Battalion
during his service with PNGVR.

Our numbers in George Street are starting
to get more respectable. Brother Gill arrives
and then Kel Wiliams and Don Hook. |
wander up the street and meet Tom Lega
and Peter Harbeck. By this time PNGVR
chaps are arriving from all directions; hand
shakes all round then we start to sweat in
our smart looking Anzac Day Dress. Hey!
There is Graheme Blanch and Joe Hall; Joe
and | once worked for a major aitline, come
to think of it so did Tony Boulter. Along
comes Bruce Johnson and Mike Larkin.

With over 90 members on parade, the
march commences. A number of NGVR
members joined the Regiment in the jeep
transport provided courtesy of the Military
Jeep Club of Brisbane.

The Anzac Day March 2001 was a splendid
affair, by that | mean | felt that we marched
well in spite of the fact that we did not have
a dedicated band with us. We certainly
looked smart in our berets, jackets and gray
slacks and were in step most of the way
despite the stops and starts.

There were big crowds in Adelaide Street
and the number of children and young
people watching the parade was impressive.
We get many cheers including “Aussie
Aussie Aussie” and “well done, PNGVR”
from the saluting stand. The Australian Fiag
supporter who is usually near Anzac
Square, was there again this year, proudly
holding a large Australian Flag and shouting
congratulations to the Regiment as we too
take pride in carrying the Australian Flag
alongside our Battalion Flag and the PNG
Flag. Such support goes a long way to
keeping our feet pounding along the
roadway.

The Adelaide Street crowd, would have to
be the largest | have seen on Anzac Day in
Brisbane. We came to a tired and slightly
raggedy halt and were dismissed. “Well
done NGVR / PNGVR” for indeed we had
done well , especially with help from Carl
Aschhoff and Mal Zimmermann calling the
step now and then. Well done.

We moved across to the Shrine of Memories
for a short memorial service for NGVR
members who made the supreme sacrifice
during the Pacific War and to those who
were lost on the Montevideo Maru—always
a touching ceremony.

At the request of one of the Legatees of the
Yarra Valley Legacy Group, of which | am a
member, | remembered NX191485, Bdr F J
Herriot of the 2/22nd Battalion. Viv
Humphrey's says ‘Hello!’ and introduces his
grandsons—3 or 4 | think—all looked smart
in their Association caps. | shook hands with
each one which left me with a good feeling.

onto the old Stock Exchange Hotel and just
in time for the big dollars across the bar by

America is the strongesi country it the world
today. Their army is the best equipped and the
soldiers know this and are proud of it. They
are extremely well trained and metivated.

There were 130C pecpie ai the reunion which
was well organised and haid over & period of 6
days. The rospiiglity shown te us was outi of
this word, and everyone made us feel
ext:amely welcome. There has been some
advarice publicity of cur visit so quiie a few
kriew we were coming.

We icok with us a NGVR/PHNGYR Assccialion
slagus tc present to 25 Cav,, and this was
nresenied ai a luncheon held for the 5th
Cavelry Regiment. Howeaver 1o our suijrise we
-eceived some presentations in refur.

During the reunion (e ist Cav Div neraded
ihelr colours on @ number of occasions and,
with their service hisiory, ihey had quite a
number of Baiile Streamers on thair Colours.
cach Sireamer dencies a battie in which &

1nit of the Division was swarded a Citation of !

ssme sort. We were presented with a Batlie
Sireamer which denctes the U3 Presidential
Distinguished Unit Citation for the baille of Les
Negros .

The Batie Streamer was presenisd o our
Association by retired - { 4 ster } US Ceneral
meyer. formaily from the Chief of Stail of the
1JS Army. There is only one higiher post in the
J3 Amyy and ihat is @ posiing to the Joini
Chiefs of Siafl.

As our Coiours are laig up in the \;\_.'ar
Memorial in Canberra, we wil! carry thie Baille
creamer on our PHNGVR flag.

The nexi wresenialion we received was a
‘Riado’. Gleticne aie very old and were usad
by the hcrse cavalry to denote the location of
commanders ¢f units in battie.

The traciticn coniinues in this day and
ccmmanders carry & Gieden on  iheir
armoured vehicles for the same [urpose as
the horse commanders did. This Giedon was
presented io us by the CC of 2/5 Cav., and

was aorried on his command Bradley APC

during the Battalion’s siint i Kuwait.

| imade cocmment ai the beginning that ine
purnose of going io the Uniied Siates was io
renew acquaintances that were forged during
VW 11 at Los iNegros, where the US Citation

- was awearded to NEVR/AMGAU as parl of

‘Brewer Force’.

The origina! citation which was presenied to B
Coy PMGYR in 1952 and displayed in ihe
Ccmpany Driii Hall was desiroyed during one
of the volcaric eruptions. The Associaion has
heen discussing for some time how to obigin a
duplicate copy of the original cilaticn

! am pieased to advisz thai Ceneral Meyer
{Retd} promised us during the 5th Cav
iuncheon, ihal he wouia ensure thal we
received a copy of ihe originag! Citation. I
understand that a Brigadier-General in {he
Pantagon has been given the tasic of geliing &
duplicate Ciiation for the Association.

in fhe meantime we have been given a copy
of the 5th Cavalry Regimeni Citalicn. il is
apnropriaie that tonight we present it to our
Historic Ofiicer, John roliand, as it was his
father who was presenied wiih the criginal
Citation ai Rabaul in June 1952.

Extract from: the address by Bob Collins to guests at the
US Reunion at Fort Hood, Texas.

it is my pleasure tonight. togather with my
ihree colisagues here, to represent our
Association from Ausiralia, the NGVR/PNGVYR
Ex Members Asgsociation, end tc present io
2nr Sqn 5ih Cav Regi, & plaque from our
members 1o iepresent bonds forged during
WA 41,

(Brief history of the New Guinsa VYolunizer
Riflas was provided.)

During the dark days of 1942 and early 1643
MGVR has ihe distincticn of being the only
army force in the Mew Guinea campaign who
actively fought the Japanese. They carried out
patrciling, small scale reids and ambuspes
and coasiwatching activities, reperiing



VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES

Extract from the address by Bob Collins to members
and guests at the Field Dining Night on the 14th Juiy
2001.

As you are aware four of us from the
Associalicn, Joe Fisk, Norm Mundy |, Barry
wright and myself have just been to
America for 2 reunion of the 1st U3 Cavalry
Division, which was heid ai Killeen, a smal!
fown next fo Fori Hood in Texas

The backgreund o our irip came on &
camping g back homa in Queensland,
wher afler a beer during the afternoccn, a
sheiry before dinner. a wine during dinner
and & Port afier dinner, the idea came up
that we sheuld renew acguainiances with
the 1st Cavalry Divigion.

The background o this is that in 1944, after
MGEVR had besrn dishanded and personnel
mainiy posied tc AMCAU. { to provide iocal
advice, scouiing and ilaison with the native
paople etc) Ceneral NicArthur cecided ic
establish @ base in ihe Admirally islands
i Manus is the iargest island) io isclzie ihe
Japangse forces &t Rabaul and the
Solomcne. The new base would also seive
as & jumeing ofi point for the invasion of
Hollandia, ihe Fhilinpines and Japan.

The 1st Cavairy Division was lhe basis of
“Brawer Force” which was given ihe ihe
iask of taking ihe Admiralties. The 5ih
Cavally Regiment was givan the {ask of
iaunching the initial adack, and they geve
the {ask ic thair 2nd Squadron, 5th Cavalry,
who had NGVR/ANGAL  personrei
attached. '

Afier fierce fighting from the 28th February
ic the 4th March 1944, the 5th Cavalry and
atiached uniis  inciuding MGVRIANGAL,
were successful it carrying out their
assigned imission. As a resuli, ‘Brewer
Force’ was awarded = LS Fresidentisl

| Cisiinguished Unii Citation.

| There have beer only 3 such Citaticns
awarded to Austraiian Uniis:-

{CVR/ANGAU in 1944
3 RAR at Kapyong, Korea in 1952
D Coy 6 RAR, Long Tan, Vietnam, 1856

s Bl

@ N

| The Citation io NGVR/ANGAU is the oniy
| one ever awarded to a militia unit.
|

y—

Thai is the backgiound so now onio ihs
Armeiican irip.

It is quiie awescme to go ¢ & base like Fort
Flocd. Fori Hocd is the home of the 2rd
Cerps whichh consisis of the 4si Calairy
Civisior. the 4th Infantry Division ang other
atiached unils. There are more soidiars af
rort Hood than i all of ihe Ausiralian

! Regular Army.

Their vehicle park is 4 miles long by approx
3/4 mile desp and is fuli of ianks, Bradiay
APC's and ali types of vehicies required for
& Cavalry Division: and an infantry Division.

The 1st Cavairy Division has a baitaiion in
or 2 hours notice {c move, fully squipned,
in anvwheie in the worid. Al soidiers on
roslered siancby have & Deeper, and
cannci move imcie than ong hours fravei
from base. i is aiso a court martial ciience
tc have an sicoholic diink during ihis siand-
by pericd which could iast up o 8 months.

Orne Biigade is on 48 hours notice to mova

cul. There are saveral raiivsay fines running
nic the Forl and al ithe esquipment,

including heavy vehicles eic for a Cavairy

i Brigade is held at bafile readiness on

numerous flat cars with army locorioiives
attached, jusl weiting to move.

ruwail and one in Bosnia. One Batialion is

g2 In .._Iul-y Iast year four members of the Association—Bchb Collins, Joe Fisk, ﬁ
Norm Mundy and Barry Wright— made a self-funded trip to the United
States to attend the reunion. of the US 1st Cavalry Civision.

our Secretary and the “freebies” are available.
The nibbles are quick to go but never mind,
hang onto your drink, circulate and say g’'day to
old mates. Some are first time marchers and
there are more than a couple you haven’t seen
for ages. Meet up with a couple from the top
end—Terry Farmer and Trevor Webb, then
onto our remarkable Honour Board where you
see the names of close comrades—it’s time for
a brief reflection. Ed Hardy’s name is there—it
only seems like yesterday when he marched
with us on Anzac Day 2000. He has now gone
into the great silence.

Mal Bishop is holding court not far from the
bar. Mal doesn't have to get up for a refill as he
has enough acolytes in attendance.

| yarn with Bill Kelly and Col Gould stays for a
couple of minutes, away from his ever going
secretarial duties. | still miss his Dad, Stan, at
our gatherings. Stan and | were good mates.

Jesse Chee comes over and we recall how it
was for him before PNGVR became
multiracial. Jesse used to haunt A Coy training
depot and myself, wanting and insisting that he
be allowed to join PNGVR, which, at the time
he couldn't. We talked about the telephone
calls to Canberra and the calls from Canberra
to me from a senior bureaucrat in the Prime
Minister's Department wanting to know why |
hadn’t enlisted Jesse. Would you believe not
one call, but several over a couple of months.

{ recall that | invited Jesse and another chap to
attend an A Coy bivouac to observe our
training and to give them an idea of what they
would be in for. Well at that time, a Major
Worley from HQ was doing an inspection of A
Coy working in the field and he insisted that
two recruits of Chinese origin could not
observe our military activities. Bill Guest was
instructed by the Major to take Jesse and the
other chap away to teach them how to ‘slope
arms’ while we got on with our military training.

Then one magic evening a call from Canberra
saying that Jesse could be enlisted. It was a
breeze as we had already prepared the
enlistment papers many moons before. Final

approval came from Murray Barracks which not
only affected Jesse Chee but became the
watershed which helped make PNGVR the
great unit it was. | also remember Sgt Michael
Galore who was one of the first Nui Guinea
nationals to join A Coy and who developed into
a fine NCO. Michael wrote to me in some time
back advising that some ex PNGVR nationals
were in the process of forming an Association
in Lae.

Over to Bill Bickerton to say g'day and to tell
him | don’t have the Presidential Citation. | only
saw it once at B Coy Rabaul in the early fifties.
| went to Rabaul with my great mate the late
Noel Scott. Noel and | joined 25 Battalion,
Darling Downs Regt in the late 40’s. Noel was
a Lt with B Coy PNGVR when he showed me
the Citation in the OC’s Office. | never saw it
again,

Toasts are now made and some of our Ladies
are presented with well earned kudos by the
President—more announcements and more
nibbles are circulated which disappear quickly,
so much so that | recall Colonel Bill Harrington
once saying to me during a dinner, “Bob get on
with it, if you pause to say Grace the remainder
will be starting on their sweet kai”.

| drift over to the chaps from Darwin to listen to
the somewhat disjointed conversation, after ali,
we have all been here for some time. Still
circulating | get an audience with Colonel Mal,
yarn to Alan Wadsworth, Carl Aschhoff, Mal
and Mike Zimmermann and say cheerio to
Jack Goad.

With all the goings on around me, it is easy to
understand clearly what brings me back to
Brisbane to march on Anzac Day—the room is
full of them.

Well it's time to leave and once again the
handshakes and some messages for Dawn. |
ask for directions to North Quay and the City
Cat to return to Hamilton. What did you say?
Oh yes, | plan to be back again next year.
What about you?




ic Papue Mew Guinea Consul-Generai
to Queensiand, Mr Henry P Koiale by |
Lt Coionel Harry N Green, MBE,ED.

Fisk and Bob Collins.

|
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Prasentation of an Association Piacue |

Dedication of a Plaque to NGVR at
Racky Creek—August 2002
i{L} Stan Carswell, Barry Wright, Hal
' Herviott, Tom Dowling, John Miudge,
MBE. Moel Smith, Ciyde Cook, John
Batze, Kev Cheatham, Denis Samin|
| and Battalion piper Con Lawie.

| The "Gledon’ presented to the Associatior by the C-cmmar}ding
| Officer of the 2/5 Cavalry Regiment dunng the Texas reunion

by l Nom Mundy, Bob Colins
11 Bamy Wright & Joe Fisk with

{one of their US Hosts at ine|

" | 5th Cav 2001 reunion in Texes. |

i john Holland with & copy of the 5th Cavalry
Jlf:,if.aﬁcn presenied :0 the Associafion

{Baw,-' Wright with the Los iMegros Battle

l_Stseamer presented fo ihe Associatic |




