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Gilbert Stuart Tasma (Gil or Robbie) Robertson
07/03/1907 ~ 27/04/1989

Gilbert Stuart Tasma (known as Gil or Robbie) Robertson was born on 7" March 1907 in
Jeppestown, Johannesburg, South Africa, a son of William Erin Robertson (Carpenter and
Miner) and Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson (née Leitch). Gil (named after his maternal uncle
Gilbert Leitch) married Elvy Ada Crane, born on 30" September 1905 in Zeehan, a
daughter of John Isaac (Jack) Crane and Ada Sarah Crane (née Maudsley).

Gil and Elvy’s daughters were:

Wilma Jean (Billie), born 25" April 1934 in St. Stephen’s Private Hospital, Hobart,

Bonnie Lynne, born 315t July 1935 in St. Stephen’s Private Hospital, Hobart,

Heather Gaye, born 10" December 1936 in Lyell District Hospital, Queenstown, and

Fern Brae, born 10" December 1936 in Lyell District Hospital, Queenstown.

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson was born in the newly-built 40-bed Queen Victoria
Maternity Home in Johannesburg on the corner of Joubert Street and Sam Hancock Street.

Because of its female connection, Gil disliked (and whenever possible didn’t use) his name
“Tasma” which was chosen for him by his mother Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson. “Tasma” was
the pseudonym of famous Australian novelist, correspondent and journalist Madame
Jessie Catherine Couvreur who had verses accepted by The Australian Journal magazine.
She contributed essays and short stories to The Australasian and The Melbourne Review
newspapers and wrote seven novels in nine years under her “Tasma” pseudonym.

Gil attended Albuera Street State School at Battery Point in Tasmania when it was
overcrowded to twice its capacity. With over 1,250 students enrolled in 1920, children were
“seated three to a desk and the teachers overworked and crabby”. Parents wrote letters to
newspapers demanding action to ensure students weren’t forced to endure Tasmanian
winter conditions in open sheds being used as temporary classrooms. Gil was still at
primary school when his father William Erin Robertson died at Taroona on 20" April 1921.

Errol Flynn also attended Albuera Street State School — for one year only in 1918 when he
was nine, two years younger than Gil, and this is probably where Gil and Errol first met.

Gil was fifteen years old when he passed his 1922 examinations for his Qualifying
Certificate from Albuera Street State School at the end of Grade 6. His results were posted
in The Hobart Mercury newspaper on 15" January 1923, giving instructions of when to
attend his first day of high school. Gil was one of just 32 students to graduate for high
school from Albuera Street State School in 1922.

Gil was one of 331 students (159 boys, 172 girls) who started attending Hobart State High
School at 71 Letitia Street, North Hobart, Tasmania’s first state high school, on Tuesday
30" January 1923. Gil was soon proving both his academic and his sporting abilities during
his four-year high school course.

Elvy Ada Crane had already been at Hobart State High School for three years when Gill
arrived. Elvy, who was eighteen months older than Gil, had passed her 1919 examinations
at Strahan State School for her Qualifying Certificate with passes in English, Modern
History, Ancient History, Geography, Latin, German, Algebra and Geometry. Elvy also
gained Junior Honours with a score of 80 in the Trinity College of Music examinations
under the auspices of the London Trinity College of Music.



Elvy left her Meredith Street home in Strahan on the west coast of Tasmania and studied
“A course for pupils preparing for the teachers’ profession” at Hobart State High School
from 1920. Violet Curnow, Gil’s teacher in 1925, started teacher training with Elvy in 1920.

Elvy’s studies at Hobart State High School to become a school teacher included Junior
Teacher study in 1920 and 1921 and a further two years of Teacher Training in 1922 in
Class B1 and 1923 which included teaching junior students at the school, among them Gil
— and this would have been where Gil and Elvy first met, in 1923 as teacher and student!

Elvy’s remaining three years of studies to become a state school teacher included a further
two years Assistant Teaching as an Ex-student at Hobart State High School in 1924 and
1925 followed by a final year posting to be responsible for a class at a country state school
to complete the seven-year qualification for a Teaching Certificate in 1926 at Queenstown
Central State School.

Gil, weighing 9 stone 7 pounds (just over 60kg), was in the Hobart State High School No. 2
Team of coxed quads representing the school in the one-mile rowing Bourke Challenge
Cup race held on the Tamar River in Launceston on Sunday 25" March 1923. Gil was in
Third seat, immediately behind the Stroke. The report in The Launceston Examiner
newspaper listed seven crews involved in the race with Launceston State High School No.
1 Team taking first place, Launceston Junior Technical School in second and Devonport
State High School No. 1 Team finishing third. Hobart State High School No. 2 Team
finished in fifth place ahead of their No. 1 Team, even after stopping to lodge an appeal
which was promptly disallowed.

Gil added membership of the Hobart Surf Life-Saving Club to his activities during his first
year at high school in 1923, patrolling beaches on summer Saturday afternoons, on
Sundays and during holidays. The Royal Life-Saving Society held its annual Proficiency
Examinations at the Sandy Bay Baths on the afternoon of Saturday 215 April 1923. On a
busy day, Gil successfully passed all the examination requirements to earn his Elementary
Certificate, his Proficiency Certificate and the Royal Life-Saving Bronze Medallion which he
passed with Honours.

Gil attended the Royal Life-Saving Society Annual Meeting at the Hobart Town Hall on
Thursday 11" October 1923 where he was presented with his certificates and medallion
and a Hobart Surf Life-Saving Club Award.

Gil was a member of the eight-man Hobart Surf Life-Saving Club Team No. 2 in 1923 who
had demonstrated their skills including life-belt and reel use and the Schaeffer Method of
Resuscitation at events at Long Beach, Brown’s River and South Arm in Tasmania. Gil
participated in other surf life-saving demonstrations with Team No. 2 at Roaring Beach on
Sunday 2" March 1924 and the Kingston Beach Carnival on Saturday 24™ January 1925.

Gil also joined the Royal Australian Naval Cadets as a 16-year-old in 1923 at HMAS Huon
Naval Base on the Derwent River in Hobart and he was discharged in 1924 as he
concentrated on his schooling, Surf Life-Saving, diving and rowing for school and club.

Clearly at home both in and on the water, Gil was the Stroke on the Hobart State High
School coxed quad rowing team which won the 1924 Clarke Challenge Shield race on the
Derwent River in Hobart by two lengths against expectations. It was the first competition
for that rowing crew with Gil as Stroke and they broke the Launceston State High School
four-year winning streak. The rowing regatta results were reported in The Launceston



Examiner newspaper on 17" April 1924 and The Melbourne Sporting Globe newspaper on
23" April 1924.

Gil was Stroke when his rowing team won again in the 1925 Clarke Challenge Shield race
in Hobart and were second in the 1925 Bourke Challenge Cup race held on the Tamar
River in Launceston. State schools were not eligible to enter the annual Head of the River
rowing competitions so they held their own rowing competitions.

The Stroke is the rower closest to the stern of the boat, the most important person who
sets the stroke rate and rhythm for the rest of the crew to follow. The Stroke has to be a
very calm and very competitive individual who will lead a team by bringing the best out of
every rower in the boat. Gil was clearly strong despite weighing only 9 stone 10 pounds
(61.7kg) as a 17-year-old in 1924 and only 10 stone (63.5kg) as an 18-year-old.

Gilbert Robertson passed his 1924 Proficiency Examination after his first two years of high
school at Hobart State High School with the results reported in The Advocate newspaper
on 24" December 1924 of: English- Pass; Geography- Pass; Latin- Pass; French- Pass;
Arithmetic- Credit; Algebra- Credit; Geometry- Credit; Physics- Pass; Chemistry- Pass.

Gil’'s Hobart State High School Class D1 teacher in 1925 was Miss Violet Curnow who had
satisfied all the requirements of the regulations in 1924 to be promoted to Teacher at that
school. Gil's Hobart State High School September 1925 quarterly examination results
were: English- 50; History- 63; Geography- 54; Latin- 51; French- 47; Arithmetic- 80;
Algebra- 56; Geometry- 44; Physics- 60; Total- 506; Average- 56.2; Position in Class- 6.

Also attending Hobart State High School in the same class as Gil was the world famous
(and infamous) actor Errol Flynn whose exam results show he wasn'’t particularly
interested in academic study. Gil often brought Errol home to Bonnie Brae, the family farm
at Bonnet Hill, on weekends and was warned by his mother, “No good will ever come from
hanging about with that reprobate Flynn!” Errol was expelled from Hobart State High
School shortly after he failed his September 1925 quarterly examinations at the age of 16.

At the end of 1925, Elvy returned to her family home in Strahan to prepare for her posting
to be attached to the teaching staff of Queenstown Central State School starting on
Monday 1%t February 1926. Elvy travelled by train up and over the mountain range to visit
Strahan to be with her family several times during the year on holidays. Elvy attended the
Queenstown Tennis Ball at the Queenstown Metropole Theatre on 10" June 1926 wearing
a frock of henna crepe-de-chine beaded with an all-over design in crystal. In July 1926,
Elvy delighted the crowd singing “In The Springtime” for the Wesley Guild Shakespearian
Programme at the Methodist School Hall and sang “I Love You Truly” for the school
Christmas break-up and farewell at the end of 1926.

Gil, far away from Elvy for all of 1926, completed his four years at Hobart State High
School at the end of 1926 and was enrolled in 1927 for “practical training” at the Zeehan
School of Mines and Metallurgy in Zeehan (“Silver City”) on the west coast of Tasmania.

Gil's 1927 annual Technical School examination results from the Zeehan School of Mines
and Metallurgy, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education Department of
Tasmania and reported in The Launceston Examiner newspaper on 9" January 1928,
were: Chemistry Grade | Theory Certificate- Pass; Chemistry Grade | Practical Certificate
Part I- Pass; Chemistry Grade | Practical Certificate Part II- Pass; Fire Assaying Theory
Certificate- Pass; Fire Assaying Practical Certificate- Pass.



Elvy was appointed to the teaching staff of West Zeehan State School starting on Monday
28" February 1927, notified in The Advocate newspaper on Saturday 5" March 1927, and
21-year-old Elvy was close to 19-year-old Gil again. Listed as an Ex-teacher, Elvy had
transferred to her first full teacher role having received her Teaching Certificate.

Elvy was one of 23 staff teaching 220 students in nine classes from Prep to Grade 6. Elvy
was responsible for teaching writing, mapping, drawing, brush-work, pastel-work, basket-
work using raffia, cane and plywood and teaching manual-work to the senior boys in 1927.

Elvy spent her 1927 Easter holidays in Queenstown and later travelled 42 kilometres south
on the narrow-gauge meandering railway from Zeehan to Strahan to spend the June 1927
school holidays at Meredith Street in Strahan with her mum Ada, the dairy cows which had
a habit of straying and creating dramas with the council, horses and homing pigeons.

When Gil arrived in Zeehan in 1927, his uncle John Stanley Leitch, a prominent local
businessman and former Zeehan Registrar of Mines, suggested Gil team up with the new
young local teacher Elvy Crane as his playing partner in the Zeehan National Bridge Club.

Gil's 1928 annual Technical School examination results from Zeehan School of Mines and
Metallurgy, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education Department of Tasmania
and reported in The Burnie Advocate newspaper on 10" January 1929, were: Chemistry
Grade Il Practical Certificate Part II- Credit; Metallurgy Grade I- Pass.

Elvy was teaching some of the 191 students at West Zeehan State School in 1928 and
would have been able to regularly spend time with Gil when he wasn’t studying. With only
25 cars in Zeehan in 1928, the train was still the only practical way for her to get from
Zeehan to Strahan for the August school holidays. Elvy was present at the October 1928
Monthly Meeting of the Zeehan Parents’ Association and provided musical arrangement
and accompaniment for the school Christmas break-up. Elvy was presented with a box of
handkerchiefs to thank her for her time teaching at West Zeehan State School.

Gil's 1929 annual Technical School examination results from Zeehan School of Mines and
Metallurgy, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education Department of Tasmania
and reported in The Launceston Examiner newspaper on 8" January 1930, were:
Chemistry Grade Il Part | Practical Certificate- Pass; Geology and Mineralogy Grade |
Theory Certificate- Pass; Geology and Mineralogy Grade | Practical Certificate- Pass.

Gil started putting his schooling to use and was employed in 1929 as an Assayer in
Zeehan as he continued his evening class studies. Elvy visited from Strahan to Zeehan to
see Gil several times during 1929 including in January, May and September. In July 1929,
Elvy’s homing pigeon “Cyclon” took second place in the Strahan Homing Society single-out
race from Queenstown to Strahan in 31 minutes 46 seconds in appalling weather.

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson aged 22 married state school teacher Elvy Ada Crane
aged 24 on Saturday 2" November 1929 in Zeehan, almost seven years after they first
met. Regulations meant this immediately ended Elvy’s school teaching career. Elvy listed
her father Jack Crane as deceased on her marriage record but he died on 5" June 1948.

In 1930, newly-married Gil and Elvy lived in Queenstown where Gil worked as a Miner and
studied at the Mt Lyell School of Mines and Industries (*Scientas Potestas Est), built in
1913 in Queenstown to offer certificate courses in Mechanical Engineering, Metallurgy,
Assaying, Electrical Engineering and Mine Management. *(Knowledge Is Power)



Gil's 1930 annual Technical School examination results from the Queenstown Mt Lyell
School of Mines and Industries, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education
Department of Tasmania and reported in The Launceston Examiner newspaper on

8" January 1931, were: Mining Grade |- Pass; Mining Surveying Part | Certificate- Pass.

Gil's 1931 annual Technical School examination results from the Queenstown Mt Lyell
School of Mines and Industries, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education
Department of Tasmania and reported in The Launceston Examiner newspaper on

9" January 1932, were: Geology Applied to Mining Grade- Pass; Mining Grade |I- Pass.

Gil's 1932 annual Technical School examination result from the Queenstown Mt Lyell
School of Mines and Industries, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education
Department of Tasmania and reported in The Burnie Advocate newspaper on

11" January 1933, was: Mining Acts- Pass.

Gil and Elvy were living at Peters Street in Queenstown when they were expecting their
first child, Wilma Jean (Billie), who was born on 25" April 1934 at St. Stephen’s Private
Hospital in Hobart. Gil and Elvy were still living in Queenstown when they were expecting
their second child, Bonnie Lynne, who was born on 315 July 1935 in St. Stephen’s Private
Hospital in Hobart. Gil and Elvy’s twins Heather Gaye and Fern Brae were born on

10" December 1936 in the Lyell District Hospital in Queenstown.

Gil's 1936 annual Technical School examination result from the Queenstown Mt Lyell
School of Mines and Industries, conducted by the Technical Branch of the Education
Department of Tasmania and reported in The Burnie Advocate newspaper on

8" May 1937, was: Mining Management Certificate- Pass.

Gil completed his formal education having been awarded a Mine Manager’s Certificate and
a Mining Engineering Certificate from the Tasmanian Government at the Queenstown Mt
Lyell School of Mines and Industries.

Gil paid his bond and sailed on the Burns Philp (South Sea) Co. Ltd. MV Montoro to work
in New Guinea in 1937. Gil returned to Australia and sailed back from Melbourne to
Salamaua in 1939 with Elvy and daughters on the MV Neptuna. Gil worked in Bulolo, New
Guinea as a Mine Engineer with Bulolo Gold Dredging Company. The New Guinea
Volunteer Rifles (NGVR) was raised on 4" September 1939 as an Australian Militia unit in
New Guinea on the outbreak of World War II. Gil was an early volunteer, enlisting for two
years as NGVR Rifleman Army Number 823 on 7" October 1939 aged 32 years 9 months.

Volunteers between the age of eighteen and fifty who had completed twenty full days of
training and qualified in handling small arms were entitled to Volunteer Pay which was the
‘princely’ sum of one pound per year allowance!

The first supplies from Australia was whatever was available at the time including far-too-
few World War | Lee Enfield .303 rifles, too little ammunition for proper training and woollen
greatcoats which were more useful for bedding than as clothing in New Guinea. Many of
those greatcoats were returned to Australia as “surplus to requirements”.

NGVR uniforms consisted of khaki shirts, shorts and trousers made from material sent
from Australia. A token was given to each man to get two sets of uniforms made by local
Chinese tailors — and Gil’s were adjusted to fit properly by his wife, Elvy. While slouch hats
were standard fare when they were finally supplied, Gil was also known to be one of the



very few to wear a ‘Glengarry’, the Australian Army-issue woollen sidecap. NGVR was also
supplied with World War | surplus water bottles, bandoliers, leather belts, boots and putties
and brass “NGVR” shoulder patches were issued and worn.

At enlistment with NGVR, Gil was 5 feet 10 inches tall with brown hair, weighing 130
pounds (59kg), 6/6 eyesight in both eyes and with normal hearing in both ears.

The entire NGVR battalion numbered 20 officers and 400 other ranks until June 1940
when numbers briefly increased to 23 officers and 482 other ranks in groups at Rabaul, the
original NGVR headquarters, Wau, Bulolo, Salamaua and at Madang. Only 100 of these
men were actually fit and trained. Training initially consisted of parading by the Bulwa Golf
Clubhouse for two hours each Thursday night and four hours every fourth Sunday, evening
lectures, five-mile-long marches on weekends, exercises and night manoeuvres. They
were taught how to patrol, move silently through the bush and give hand signals.

Military records show Gil took his first leave from NGVR on 215 January 1940. In an
attempt to confuse the enemy regarding personnel numbers, NGVR service had
renumbered, starting with Lieutenant Colonel William Manning Edwards, from NG2000
instead of at NG1 — so Gil was officially renumbered from Army Number 823 to NG2243.

In 1941, a reconnaissance ‘march’ was made by two volunteers (Gil and an unknown
Australian soldier) from the NGVR Coy to find (or take) the easiest way from the coast to
the highlands. This trip proved to be extremely hazardous and exhausting. In his wife
Elvy’s words, “Don’t know how many days it took but do remember there being some slight
(?) concern when they became overdue back”. The trip in a catamaran manned by native
‘boys’ was an attempt to find the quickest supply route for the Bulldog Track. Bulldog Track
was deemed to be more difficult, longer, steeper, higher elevation and rougher than
Kokoda Track 100 kilometres to the east. While the voyage up-river proved difficult, they
‘flew’ back to the coast.

The headquarters of NGVR was moved to Bulolo under the command of Captain Edwards
in August 1941 when Lark Force arrived to defend Rabaul and Warrant-Officer Umphelby,
who was one of the regular NGVR instructors, was promoted to Lieutenant. Within a month
of this and having sat NCO promotion exams at Bulwa, Gil was appointed Corporal Gilbert
Stuart Robertson NG2243 with NGVR on 18" September 1941, almost two years after his
voluntary enlistment and when there were less than 180 NGVR troops left in New Guinea.

In December 1941, a full civilian evacuation was ordered by the Australian Government,
fearing an imminent Japanese attack. Gil’s family, wife Elvy Ada Robertson and young
children Wilma Jean, Bonnie Lynne, Heather Gaye and Fern Brae flew out from Bulolo on
21% December 1941 to Brisbane aboard RAAF Douglas DC-3 “VH-UZJ Kyilla” piloted by
Captain P.T.L. (Lyn) Taylor, heading for Gil's mother’s “Bonnie Brae” farm on Bonnet Hill,
Taroona via Cairns, the closest airport in Australia able to accommodate the arrivals.
Records show Elvy and her daughters had £4 and evacuated with only two packages. Fern
recalled having to remove all the stuffing from her teddy bear for compact packing.

Elvy went back to teaching, appointed as a Temporary Assistant in July 1942 at the North
Hobart Elizabeth Street Primary School and the Sandy Bay Princes Street Primary School
in August to December 1942. Elvy later returned to Sandy Bay as a Teacher in July 1949.

On 21st January 1942, a month after the evacuation, Rabaul and Bulolo were bombed by
the Japanese. The NGVR had been placed on full-time duty on 8" December 1941, the



day after war began in the Pacific with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour, and were
officially mobilized on 22" January 1942. The Japanese invaded Rabaul in overwhelming
numbers in the early hours of 23 January 1942 and had captured the town by nightfall
with NGVR losing 74 men either Killed In Action or taken captive as Prisoners Of War.

Corporal Gil's records show he officially commenced his full-time service by attesting in the
Citizen Military Forces (Militia) with the NGVR in Bulolo on 22" January 1942. These
original attestation papers, completed the same day the NGVR was mobilised, were
recorded as being later destroyed by enemy action. A tetanus injection soon followed.

On 23" March 1942, Elvy Ada Robertson lodged a Statutory Declaration regarding Gil's
call-up to full-time duty with the Australian Military Forces to claim the relevant Allotment
and Dependants’ Allowance. On 10" April 1942 by Memo, an Allotment of 3/6 (three
shillings and six pence) per day and a Dependants’ Allowance of 11/- (eleven shillings) per
day was approved for payment from 22" January 1942. Payments finally commenced on
19" June 1942 and the Dependants’ Allowance was increased to 12/6 (twelve shillings and
six pence) from 14" August 1942,

With his family safely back in Australia, Gil became part of the “Keepers Of The Gate”, a
team of only 180 NGVR who patrolled sparsely inhabited and little known areas of New
Guinea to maintain friendly relations with the natives in isolated villages and to watch the
movements of the Japanese and stand guard between them and Port Moresby.

A proposal on 30" January 1942 was for NGVR to have a Headquarters with Signals,
Intelligence, Pioneers, Transport, Medical, a Medium Machine Gun Platoon and two Rifle
Platoons and to also have three Rifle Companies with three Rifle Platoons each. Limited
reinforcements meant NGVR never had sufficient fit personnel for this structure.

NGVR A Company was stationed on the coast of the Huon Gulf near the mouth of the
crocodile infested Markham River at Lae and B Company, which included Gil, was spread
across the region from Salamaua on the coast and fifty kilometres inland to Wau where the
Bulolo River meets Edie Creek — at least 33 hours hard walk on the Buisaval Track taking
five to eight days to complete. Bulolo is a further twenty kilometres north from Wau.

This country consisted of rugged mountains covered with dense, almost impenetrable
jungle and with moss forest in the higher areas. Gloom and eerie stillness, clouds which
frequently descended upon the mountains, rain, towering trees and drooping vines which
shut off the sunshine when it did eventually break through the clouds, sodden earth and
rotting vegetation all combined to add a touch of the primeval to this part of New Guinea.

In February 1942, most of NGVR B Company moved to high ground around Mubo. Gil was
among a fifteen man B Platoon Lae Detachment of B Company who received orders from
Captain J.D. Simpson on 5" February 1942 to move to the coast at Buang River, an
arduous six-day walk from Wau which was high ground adjacent to the Bulolo Valley. Their
instructions were to take a wireless transmitter to Sugarloaf, set up a watching station and
immediately report any Japanese air or sea movement to HQ. They were also to pick up
any survivors from Rabaul and be ready in case the Japanese should attempt to land.

The NGVR B Company Lae Detachment B Platoon included Gil Robertson, Albert Lee,
William (Bill) Grant, Sergeant Richard (Dick) McGlynn, Fredrick (Fred) Hockey, Alfred (Alf)
Lane who had just been appointed Lieutenant on 4™ February 1942, Sergeant Christian
Lega, Corporal Mick Rich, Thomas Monteith, Ronald (Bert) Wakefield, Dudley (Doug)



Mitchell, James (Jim) Goodwin, Leslie (Les) Shutt, Frank Anderson and Stanley Burton.
They moved north from Bulolo to Sunshine on 7" February 1942 where they camped

before moving to Mapos where NGVR had a store. Captain John Drysdale Simpson left
them at Mapos, returning to Wau and then Mubo, leaving Lieutenant Alf Lane in charge.

Lieutenant Lane’s NGVR B Platoon with Gil travelled over timbered ranges, up and down
steep gorges to where they stayed at Mapos for a few days and then had a hard climb over
the Buang Mountains and then a steep decline to pass through Liga Village before
descending to the mouth of the Buang River, a beautiful spot despite a huge number of
mosquitos and regular torrential rain, with a long sandy beach and good surf.

The NGVR B Company B Platoon Lae Detachment set up shelters and all took turns at
two-to-five day patrols of the beach and coastal track. Sergeant Doug Mitchell, an amateur
wireless operator, Jim Goodwin and Les Shutt set up a lookout and radio post on top of
Sugarloaf Mountain, a conical hill 150 metres above sea level overlooking the Huon Gulf.

While at the Observation Post at the mouth of the Buang River, Corporal Gil Robertson
sent a handwritten report by native runner Maen to Lieutenant Robert Henry Duthie Phillips
NG2296, Officer In Charge at Lae which was recorded in the official NGVR War Diary.

Lieut. R.H.R. Phillips M. of B. (Mouth of the Buang River)
O.C. (Officer in Charge) Lae Friday 13 February 1942

Could you give this boy, Maen, some “fracture” for fishing? Say, 1 packet of gelignite,
% box of caps and 1 coil of fuse? Less would be appreciated.

Your stuff arrived okay less 2 tins plaster and 5 bottle Whiskey (which can (and maybe
even will) be accounted for!).

If the launch is working will try and make for Salamaua tomorrow otherwise this ‘boy’ Maen
had best be entrusted with the equipment for Observation Post. | have no carriers.

G.S. Robertson Cpl (Corporal)

P.S. Is Charlie Carpenter (Charles Miliham Carpenter NG2276) ‘doing a line’ with the
lu-luai’s (village chief) daughter? The ‘scanties’ might complicate matters. Rob

Many years later, Staff Sergeant Albert Ernest Lee NG2086 documented an incident he
recalled which concerned Gil Robertson. Gil had just come off guard and was sitting on his
folded blanket and greatcoat, cleaning his rifle as were others in the shelter, when one of
them who was about to unload accidentally fired his .303. The bullet went between Gil and
the ground and Albert couldn’t understand how it missed him. When they had all cooled
down, Gil unfolded his blanket and there were bullet holes. “Gil really said a few words”.

At dawn on 8" March 1942, Japanese warships bombarded the beaches at Lae (ten
kilometres north of where Gil was situated) and Salamaua (fifteen kilometres south) before
a Japanese invasion fleet landed in torrential rain with plans to begin the construction of
large bases and airfields.

NGVR A Company troops at Lae immediately withdraw west towards Nadzab. RAAF and
NGVR B Company signalmen at the Salamaua signals station sent news of the landing to
the Australian headquarters at Port Moresby before attempting to demolish the airfield and
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withdrawing across the Francisco River, destroying the bridge across the river mouth as
they withdrew into the mountains where observation posts and supply dumps had been
prepared. Outnumbered and only lightly armed, the NGVR could only observe the enemy
from the Nuk Nuk lookout, send reports and engage in guerrilla warfare with most
retreating over the Bulldog Track.

At noon on 8™ March 1942, five Australian RAAF Hudson bombers attacked Japanese
shipping in Huon Harbour, damaging the transport Yokohama Maru. Later that day,
American B-17 bombers from Horn Island at the tip of Queensland attacked the Japanese
at Lae and at Salamaua where they damaged two hangars at the airstrip.

Gil and the others watched the Japanese transports land at Lae and saw troops being
transported from ship to shore. They should have got off the beach but instead kept
watching and cheering the RAAF Hudson bombing runs. Lieutenant Alf Lane ordered them
all off the beach and to get under cover so the Japanese wouldn’t know they were there
but no-one moved. From where they were stationed, they could see the fires, explosions
and the ship that was bombed and sunk at Lae and see the flashes from Salamaua.

A Japanese gunboat anchored off Sugarloaf, forcing Gil and the other NGVR troops at
Buang River to take care and keep under the trees to not give their position away,
particularly with a small Japanese plane flying numerous patrols up and down the coast at
treetop level. Their radio transmissions to Wau and Port Moresby from on top of Sugarloaf
Mountain had to stop abruptly by 10:00am with the Japanese gunboat patrolling near
them, probably using direction-finding apparatus to pin-point their exact radio position.

Gil and the other NGVR troops watched as a total of 104 Allied aircraft attacked the
landing beaches at Lae and Salamaua early in the morning on 10" March 1942. This
included SBD Dauntless dive bombers and Douglas TBD Devastators from the American
aircraft carriers USS Lexington and USS Yorktown, followed by bombing runs of eight
American B-17 bombers and eight RAAF Hudson bombers sinking three ships including
Kongo Maru and damaged several others. US President Franklin D. Roosevelt told
Britain’s Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill, this was “the best day’s work we have had’.

On 16" March 1942, a runner reached Captain Edwards with news from the coast that the
Japanese invaders were preparing to move out from Lae up the Markham and that B
Platoon Lae Detachment of B Company including Gil, which had previously been sent from
Lae to the mouth of the Buang River to cover that line of advance, had been surprised by
Japanese raiders and either taken captive or killed. This ‘news’ turned out to be incorrect.

With the Japanese increasing their patrols from Lae, Gil would have been relieved when
Lieutenant Keith Norbett arrived in late March 1942 searching for the missing platoon with
orders for any survivors of the B Company B Platoon Lae Detachment to move 45
kilometres north-west with him beyond the Markham River to Camp Diddy where Major
Edwards was gathering men of the NGVR to forward headquarters. With their rations
running low, they packed what they could, including haversacks full of Thompson Sub-
Machine Gun (Tommy Gun) ammunition and magazines, and set out. They carried eight of
only seventeen Tommy Guns that all of NGVR had for use at the time.

Gil's uneventful north-westward trek to Camp Diddy climbed upwards following a track
through Lega and through Mapos to Mumeng where they met with Lieutenant Phillips and
his party before a stay at Blake’s Camp on Snake River, through Gurukor where George
Cox was stationed to a stop at Wampit Camp on the Wampit River where mosquito netting
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was absolutely necessary. They followed the track through Bob’s Camp to Old Mari Village
where they stayed overnight before trekking to Kirklands to be ferried over the Markham
River near where it joined the Erap River. They then stayed a night at the Lutheran Mission
at Gabmatzung near Nadzab before completing their journey to Camp Diddy.

On 18t April 1942, Gil had arrived at Camp Diddy and was appointed Acting Sergeant
Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 with NGVR after six months of being a Corporal.

On one of his patrols from Camp Diddy, Gil was resting on the bank of the Markham River
late in the afternoon and sent a police boi to fill a billy with water. The police boi jumped
down and jumped straight back up again and yelled, “Pukpuk istap!” (Crocodile here). The
following day, the crocodile which was over four metres long was located and shot.

With the NGVR observing and reporting on the Japanese at Lae and Salamaua, General
Blamey took the opportunity to use independent troops with the NGVR as commandos.
The "very heavily armed" Australian 2/5" Independent Company, commanded by Major
Thomas Kneen, departed Townsville on 13" April 1942 on the SS Taroona and arrived in
Port Moresby on 17" April 1942 during a Japanese air raid.

On 30™ April 1942, all B Company platoons were sent forward to the new HQ set up by
Lieutenant Hitchcock at Mubo, south-west from Salamaua.

Controversial Colonel Norman Fleay deployed his headquarters and his mortar
detachment to Wau in a valley south-west of Salamaua on 24" May 1942 to form Kanga
Force, grouping the 2/5" Independent Company with troops of the NGVR and a platoon of
the 2/1%' Independent Company.

With instructions to keep close to the Japanese in the Markham Valley and to raid the
Japanese installations to hinder air operations from the local aerodromes, Kanga Force
conducted their famous Salamaua Raid on 29" June 1942, commanded by Captain
Norman Winning, planned with NGVR Captain Douglas Umphelby and using NGVR
reconnaissance and expertise — the first Allied ground attack on Japanese land forces.

Many more raids in New Guinea would follow and Gil would be involved in some of them.
A Kanga Force raid on Heath's Plantation delayed to 30" June 1942 was not as successful
as the Salamaua raid the day before because the element of surprise was now lost. Major
Kneen was Killed In Action and Captain Patrick Lang assumed control of the unit.

Despite appalling conditions, enduring soaking rain, pests, diseases and a lack of supplies
including weapons, food and medication and with no air, sea or artillery support, Kanga
Force harassed the Japanese in the area from the Markham River to the Bitoi River for a
whole year until it was finally disbanded and what was left of the individual Kanga Force
units became part of the Australian 3™ Division in 1943.

Damien Parer was one of Australia’s most famous war photographers. He was the first
official Australian photographer of World War II, working for the Department of Information.
The famous “Australian ace war correspondent” Damien Parer had flown from Australia
and departed from Port Moresby on the schooner Royal Endeavour on 2" June 1942 to
film the local carriers on the extraordinary Bulldog Track supply route for Kanga Force.

The native carriers arrived on 4" June 1942 at the mouth of the Lakekamu River to unload
supplies. From 8™ to 14™ June, they canoed up the Lakekamu River to Bulldog. Stores
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were broken into cartable packs and they slogged over difficult terrain for two weeks from
Bulldog, following the Eloa River to its end and then up along Bulldog Track to its finish at
Kudjiru. Parer filmed their incredible journey and called it “The Most Amazing Supply
Route” but it was never released as a newsreel. Bulldog Track, crossing the Owen Stanley
Ranges from the south coast, was the main supply line for Kanga Force for most of 1942.

Parer then spend six weeks with Kanga Force in the Wau-Salamaua-Bulolo region having
arrived one week after the famous commando raid at Salamaua. His 35mm cinematic
footage included a re-creation of the Salamaua raid, filmed at Winima Camp, and
Salamaua viewed from the Nuk Nuk lookout. Soon after this footage was made public,
NGVR troops at Nuk Nuk lookout were forced to escape for their lives after a Japanese
patrol was informed of the view of Salamaua in the footage which allowed them to pinpoint
the exact location of the lookout.

Parer then flew from Wau to Port Moresby in mid-August to film his journey along part of
Kokoda Track. Selected footage was included in the newsreels “Road To Kokoda” and
“Assault on Salamaua” and the full-length edition of the Cinesound Review newsreel,
“‘Kokoda — Front Line!” which won an Academy Award in 1943 for documentary films. It
was the first ever Australian film to win an Oscar; “For its effectiveness in portraying,
simply and yet forcibly, the scene of War in New Guinea and for its moving presentation of
the bravery and fortitude of our Australian comrades in arms”.

Fleay ordered Kanga Force to restrict actions to extensive patrolling and observation,
except when Japanese patrols were met — but his men didn’t have to patrol to find action
because it was coming to them. His troops, and particularly the NGVR, were tired and sick
and their health had declined markedly after many weeks living and patrolling in the
mountains at the end of tenuous supply lines. The only army-issue food reaching forward
posts was tins of bully beef and M&V (meat and vegetables) and rice. Dietary deficiency
diseases were common and, because it was impossible to stay dry, boots and clothing
rotted and an epidemic of contagious skin diseases broke out and malaria was rife even
when atebrin and quinine was available.

On 16" August 1942, Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson was officially transferred
from NGVR into Kanga Force in the New Guinea Lines of Communication area.

Almost two weeks later, Gil met Damien Parer for the first time on 28" August 1942 at
NGVR Skindiwai Camp, inland from Mubo on the Bui Saval River. Parer photographed four
Kanga Force troops inspecting their rifles in that camp including Stanley Joseph
Tomkinson 2/5" Independent Company NX53323, Stuart Sutherland Munro NGVR
NG2030, Private Roy Oswald Warren 2/5" Independent Company NX49995 and Acting
Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGVR NG2243.

On 30" August 1942, as the Japanese pushed inland from Salamaua towards Wau and
took Mubo, Lieutenant Colonel Norman Fleay decided to abandon and destroy the
buildings and infrastructure of both Wau and the Bulolo Valley to prevent the Japanese
using them and to withdraw south-east to Winima and Kudjeru. His plan was to form a
Kaisenik—Winima defensive line to hold Bulldog Track.

Captain Patrick Lang delegated the orders he had received directly from Fleay and
commenced the demolitions at Bulolo and Wau before marching for five hours to Kaisenik
and then a further two hour’s march to Winima, half way between Salamaua and Bulldog,
after giving his own detailed instructions for troops and stores movement.
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Lieutenant Colonel Fleay arrived at Kaisenik on the afternoon of 1%t September 1942 to set
up his new headquarters. The following morning, Fleay went to Winima, giving further
orders to Captain Lang to organise defensive positions. Captain Lang delegated and
distributed orders and gave Acting Sergeant Gil Robertson full responsibility for organising
all Native Labour at Winima — a difficult task given the rushed abandonment of Wau and
Bulolo, the desertion of native carriers and the massive shortage of stores.

Gil was named in the Kanga Force Headquarters diary as one of 52 troops reporting
directly to Fleay and narrowly avoided being part of a “less than successful” raid on Mubo
which Fleay joined as an observer — Fleay going missing for several days in the process!

Urgently needing the Wau landing strip to receive stores and evacuate the sick and
wounded on return trips to Port Moresby, it was being repaired so it could be used again
just two weeks after Fleay deliberately damaged it. Repairs wouldn’t be completed until
15t October 1942 but planes were able to land and take off again by 215t September 1942.

On 15" September 1942, exhausted, ill and no longer fit for duty, Acting Sergeant Gil
Robertson NG2243 was transferred to be sent to Port Moresby for evacuation. Together
with three other NGVR soldiers, Warrant Officer Class Il George Cockram NG2246,
Rifleman James Keenan NG2011 and Staff Sergeant Albert Lee NG2056, Gil moved to
Wau to be flown to Port Moresby.

After several days’ wait at Wau while enough repairs were made to allow planes to land
and take-off safely, USAF Douglas C-53 Skytrooper VH-CCB “Foitle Moitle” landed,
unloaded very quickly and the four NGVR soldiers heading for Port Moresby boarded. The
US airmen were keeping a constant lookout for a reported flight of Japanese planes.

The C-53 Skytrooper they boarded was 41-20053 radio call-sign VH-CCB named “Foitle
Moitle”. It had been damaged at Port Moresby on 17" August 1942 and sent to Australia
for repairs before resuming duty transporting troops to Port Moresbhy. Five planes had been
completely destroyed in that 112™ air raid on Port Moresby and a further seven including
“Foitle Moitle” were damaged when they were bombed on the ground by the Japanese.

As “Foitle Moitle” started moving down the landing strip at Wau, Damien Parer threw his
gear into the plane and was helped aboard. “Foitle Moitle” flew to Port Moresby with an
open doorway at treetop level down gullies and gorges. Parer sat cross-legged in front of
the open doorway, filming the flight with his movie camera.

Selected sections of Parer's 35mm cinematic footage was incorporated into the famous
newsreels “Road To Kokoda” and the Australian Academy Award winning “Kokoda — Front
Line!” This was at least the second time that Gil had met Damien Parer in a month.

Parer got out first at Port Moresby and panned his camera to film Gil and the other three
NGVR soldiers — and a few seconds of that section of film is included in the final footage of
both newsreels which were shown in packed cinemas right throughout Australia.

A week after being declared unfit, Gil was transferred on 22"¥ September 1942 through the
15t Australian Corps Receiving Centre (1 ACRC) for medical transfer to Brisbane. On

2"d October 1942, Gil was taken by ambulance from Murray Barracks to the wharf, with the
three other sick NGVR soldiers who had flown from Wau, where they embarked on the
Australian Hospital Ship HMAHS Manunda. Corporal Henry McCauley NG2366 also sailed
with them, headed for hospital in Australia.
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On their arrival at Brisbane five days later, the NGVR soldiers were taken into a long wharf
building where tables were set up with a meal for them all. Red Cross ladies visited each of
them with Telegram forms for them to fill in which were then dispatched. Gil, suffering from
malaria, was admitted on 6™ October 1942 to 112" Australian General Hospital (112 AGH)
which had been built earlier that year at Greenslopes in Brisbane. George Cockram
travelled with Gil from New Guinea and was also admitted to 112 AGH.

Two months later, on 15t December 1942, Gil's health was assessed as A1 and on

2"d December 1942 Gil was discharged to 1015t Australian Convalescent Depot (101 ACD)
in Queensland to complete his recovery. Gil was ‘marched in’ to a Conference Board on
10" December 1942 and was ‘marched out’ from 101 ACD to the Leave and Transit Depot
(L&TD) at Ascot for 24 days Voluntary Health Leave (V.H.L).

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 ‘marched in’ to Redbank Reinforcement
Depot (RRD) on 29" January 1943 when his Kanga Force unit was disbanded. Several
days later, on 2" February 1943, Gil re-attested at the Brisbane Exhibition Grounds, listing
his home address as the 1915-built 7 Ashfield Street, Sandy Bay where Elvy was living.

On 17" February 1943, Gil was ‘marched out’ to the 4" Royal Australian Engineers
Training Centre (4 RAE TC) in Wagga Wagga, New South Wales. The engineers training
course at Kapooka Army Camp was a complete and realistic war training including squad
and rifle drill, marching and physical training, bayonet practice and complete small arms
training. This was followed by demolition work, mine laying and detection, bridge building
and a very severe “assault course”. The full course took fourteen weeks and Gil completed
it to ‘march in’ on 11" May 1943,

On 315t May 1943, Gil ‘marched in’ to the 15t Army Personnel Staging Camp (1 APSC) in
Tennyson, Queensland for deployment.

Acting Sergeant Gil's service in the Citizen Military Forces (Militia) with Kanga Force ended
on 4" June 1943 when Kanga Force was formally disbanded and he officially commenced
full-time service in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 5™ June 1943 when he attested in
Brisbane as Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359, enlisting with the
Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit (ANGAU) Native Labour Section. NGVR
enlistment numbers were changed from NG to NGX when they joined the AIF. The NGVR
Nominal Roll showed Gil as one of only ten to have two NG numbers and an NGX number.

ANGAU, which was formed on 10" April 1942, undertook civil administration tasks of
maintaining law and medical services in areas not occupied by the Imperial Japanese and
was answerable to New Guinea Force. The major responsibility of ANGAU was to organise
the resources of land and labour for the war effort, recruiting, organising and supervising
local labour for the Australian and American armed forces in New Guinea until after the
end of World War Il — and they needed Gil's New Guinea knowledge and skills.

On 6™ March 1943, Gil ‘marched out’ to the New Guinea Force Advanced Reinforcement
Depot (NGFARD) in Sellheim, Queensland. Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson
NGX359 of ANGAU Native Labour Section embarked in Townsville to sail back to New
Guinea on His Majesty’s Australian Troopship HMAT Duntroon on 16™ June 1943, sailed
on 17" June 1943 and disembarked on 20" June 1943 in Port Moresby. The following day,
Gil was ‘Taken On Strength’ from the 2/15t Australian Corps Reception Camp (2/1 ACRC)
for service with ANGAU. It was estimated there were 20,000 Japanese soldiers in Wewak
and ANGAU was employing 24,132 natives.
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On 30™ August 1943, after sixteen months as Acting Sergeant, Gil was officially appointed
Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 with the ANGAU Native Labour Section as a
Native Labour Overseer. On 15" October 1943, he was appointed Acting Warrant Officer
Class Il (A/WOII) Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359. By this time, the New Guinea native
labour force had expanded to 34,045 men and ANGAU needed every man with New
Guinea experience they could get.

On 20" June 1944, Gil emplaned from Nadzab Airstrip, New Guinea to fly to Port Moresby
heading to Townsville for leave, a little over twelve months after enlisting with the AlF.

On 29" August 1944, Gil embarked from Townsville on SS Taroona with a total of 646
personnel, returning to New Guinea after having two months leave and disembarking in
Milne Bay on 315t August 1944,

On 1% September 1944, the day after arriving back in New Guinea, Gil was admitted to

2"d Medical Receiving Station (2 MRS) in Milne Bay suffering from ‘Pyrexia of Unknown
Origin’ (PUO — Malaria) and was transferred to the ‘X List’ to remove him from the list of
active ANGAU unit members.

On 12t September 1944, Gil was discharged from 2 MRS having recovered sufficiently
from another bout of ‘Malaria Benign Tertian’ (MBT) and he rejoined his ANGAU unit at the
Song River base at Finschhafen, eighty kilometres east of Lae on the Huon Peninsula.

On 13" October 1944, after twelve months as Acting Warrant Officer Class Il (A/WOII),
Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 was discharged from service under Australian Military
Regulations and Orders (AMR&O 253 Vlli(a)) — to receive a commissioned rank.

On 14" October 1944, Gil was appointed Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson ANGAU
Native Labour Section NGX359. Gil was then transferred from Finschhafen to Lae Base
Sub-Area on 27" October 1944 to be Officer In Charge.

ANGAU Northern Region at Lae had been established nine months earlier and was
running smoothly which allowed Gil to be transferred 650 kilometres north-west to Aitape
on 19" December 1944 to support the Australian 2/6™ Division who had recently taken
over from the Americans for their Aitape—Wewak campaign against the Japanese.

Conditions were harsh at Aitape in December 1944 with the north-west monsoon having
just begun — it would continue until April. The anchorage offered practically no protection
from the strong winds with a heavy swell offshore and surf that was sometimes six feet
high. The lack of jetties to offload supplies led to shortages in rations at Aitape. The
swampy coastal plain was either loose sand or muddy quagmire and the many rivers
flooded swiftly and violently in the heavy rain.

The Australian 2/6™ Division 19" Brigade pushed across the Danmap River and had finally
reached the outskirts of Wewak by 11" May 1945 in preparation for an amphibious assault
on Sandy Beach, thirteen kilometres from the centre of Wewak. The Australians finally
captured Wewak from the Japanese forces on 25" May 1945.

While fighting against the Japanese would continue elsewhere in New Guinea for another
three months until August 1945, Gil was able to be relieved from his active duties with the
ANGAU Native Labour Section in Aitape and sent for Officer's Regimental Training shortly
after Wewak was captured from the Japanese.
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Gil flew from the Tadiji airstrip at Aitape to Port Moresby to attend 24 days Officer’s
Regimental Training School at the ANGAU Northern Regional New Guinea Training
School at Sogeri from 4" June 1945 — and qualified. The recommendation was for Gil to
remain with ANGAU at Lae Base Sub-Area and not be transferred to a direct combat role.

School: New Guinea Training School.

Title and number of course: ANGAU Officer's Regimental Training Course No. 1.

No: NGX359

Rank: Lt

Name: G S Robertson

Unit: ANGAU (Northern Regional) Formation ANGAU.

Examination Written: 47.8%

Examination Practical: 49.2%

Examination Oral: 65%

Examination Classification: Qualified.

Recommendation as to future employment: ANGAU.

Instructional ability: Fair. Does not inspire confidence as an instructor nor handle
weapons well. Rigid and uneasy when instructing and sequence is not good. Not suitable
to instruct at an army school.

Personal characteristics: Eager to learn. Thoughtful, dependable. Intelligent. Neatly
turned out. Serious minded and sensitive. Has gained self confidence but still requires to
be more forceful.

General remarks: By hard work made very fair progress. Need to be more flexible of mind
and less hesitant of manner. Acquired a good general knowledge.

On 16 July 1945, just over a fortnight after completing the training course at Sogeri,
Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 was given leave and sailed from Lae, New
Guinea to Brisbane on the SS Van Outhoorn, disembarking on 18" July 1945.

On 15" August 1945, Victory Over Japan Day (VJ Day), the Empire of Japan
unconditionally surrendered. The official Instrument of Surrender was signed on behalf of
Emperor Hirohito on 2" September 1945 while Gil was still on leave in Australia.

The appointment of Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 with the AlF was officially
terminated on 13" December 1945, ending his full-time war service, and he was
transferred to the Reserve of Officers (ANGAU) in Tasmania on 14" December 1945.

When discharged, the total military service Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359
was 1,422 days; 402 days in Australia and 1,020 days overseas — Certificate of Service
No. 21092 and War Badge Class A174173. For his military service, Gil was awarded:
the 1939-1945 Star; the Pacific Star; the War Medal 1939-1945; and the Australian
Service Medal 1939-1945.

By July 1946, Gil was back working for BGD in Bulolo. A proud Returned and Services
League of Australia Member No. 9775, Gil was initiated into Herberton-Corrie Masonic
Lodge No. 39 in 1959 while a Mines Inspector at the Herberton Mine Warden's Residence,
moved to No. 15 Ninth Avenue in Mount Isa and worked for Mount Isa City Council, was a
Mount Isa Matthew Crawford Masonic Lodge No. 499 member, a Mount Isa Services
Bowling Club committee member and a Mossman Memorial Bowls Club member.

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson died on 27" April 1989, aged 82, in Mossman District
Hospital and was buried on 2" May 1989 at the Mossman Lawn Cemetery in Queensland.
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Gilbert Stuart Tasma (Gil or Robbie) Robertson
07/03/1907 ~ 27/04/1989
20 months old, at Johannesburg, South Africa
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Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson (née Leitch) in Johannesburg, South Africa.
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Jeppestown Railway Station and Grand Central Hotel.

Commissioner Street in Jeppestown, Johannesburg.
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Natives pulllng carts in South Afnca Wlth Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson (nee Leitch),
Annie Lilian Robertson, Bonnie Jean Robertson and Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson.

(L to R) Bonnie Jean Robertson born 8 August 1900 in Zeehan Annle Lilian Robertson
born 13 October 1897 in Zeehan, William Erin Robertson born 9 November 1868 in
Honeywood (Geeveston), Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson (née Leitch) born 2 September 1874
in Hobart and Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson born 7 March 1907 in Jeppestown.
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Mary Anﬁ(EIIa) Robertson (née Leitch), seated, third from left, around 1910 where she
worked at the Kensington Sanatorium in Jeppestown, Johannesburg, South Africa.

Kensington Sanatorium (‘Pink Fairy Castle’) in Jeppestown in 1910.
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Hobart State High Schol.

Albuera Street State School, Hobart.

The Merenry. s

" TASMANIAN SCHOOLS.
Qualifying Certificate.
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“The Log” November 1922, Volume VI,
Number 2 Hobart State High School
Magazine owned by and personally signed
by Elvy Robertson (née Crane), student
teacher from Class B1. A copy of The Log
was presented to every student at the final
assembly of each year.

(*Elvy’s copy was not in family possession
from the 1930s until | got it in 2023.)
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Hobart State High School quarterly exam results of Gil Robertson from September 1925
also showing Errol Flynn’s failing results. Gil was warned by his mother Mary Ann (Ella)
Robertson, “No good will ever come from hanging about with that reprobate Flynn!”

English- 50, History- 63, Geography- 54, Latin- 51, French- 47, Arithmetic- 80, Algebra- 56,
Geometry- 44, Physics- 60, Total- 506, Average- 56.2, Position in Class- 6.
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Hobart State High School (*Prorsum et Semper Honeste) 1925 boys.
Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson, back row, far right, pens in jacket pocket.
Errol Flynn, back row, 4" from right.

(*Always Be Straight Forward And Honest)







ThHe JFerenry.

HOBART: SATURDAY, APRIL. 19, 1924
e

| - - -

1 THE HOBART STATE HIGH SCHOOL CREW.
|
?_W'mners of the Clarke Challenge Shield at Hobart on Wednesday,

G. Robertson (stroke), 9:10; M. Sorell (3), 10.4; F. Clark (2), 9.7; G. Sorell (bow),
9.11; J. Presgrave (cox). '

A & o

Gil Robertson (second from left, facing the camera) rowing as Stroke to win the 1924
Clarke Challenge Shield in Hobart.
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Che Examiner.

ESTABLISHED 1842

LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA, MONDAY, MARCH 26. 1923.

BOURKE CUP SCHOOLS' RACE.
One mile, d

Taunceston State High School, No.
1—H, Wardley (bow), 10.12; G. Eo-
cleston (2), 10.11; T. Barclay (3),
10.0; C. Adams (stroke), 109;: N.
ORI <AL .7 1. wiivi, waiihe s
o Junior Technical Sehool--

| B. Kitto (bow), 9.6; T. Rowland
. (2), 86; D. Tattersall (3), 90; T.

Kitto (stroke), 10.12; O, Peacock
Y . s (6B 4 oTh
No. 1=~

’ a!.? . i J.

e, e 'x'-.‘. Awis "t‘w,
X N 1\&
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Launceston State thgh School, No
2. Ingles  (bow), 95;
Reeves (2}, 100; G Briggs ()

- 102, R Broomby (stroke), 107

{ G James (cox.)

Hobart State High School, No. 2 T,
Daleo (bow), 100, € Anderson (2)
W9 G Robertson (3), 9.7, D, Casey
fstroke), 100 S Smith (ecox.) D

Hobart State High Sehool, No -

R. D Cramp (how), 98. K. MeNeil

2y, w3, E A, Cannell (3), 100,
K. Rule (stroke), 100, E Moore
(CON.) 5
Devonport State [IMigh School, No
2-E Groom (how), 813, N. W
Palmer (2). 94. N. Von Biura,
t3), 83. E. W. Eastman stroke)
S1, M Wilson (vrox.) ‘

The schoolboys were  eager to pel
gowmg but they did not give the startes
n great deal of trouble.  Lanceston, No.
I were first to break the lhLine, and
piter going about 200 vards they were
ahead of Techmienl School At the
stage Devonport, No. 1, and Hobart, No
1. came ozether i racing to the point
and the umpire stopped the race, and
the crews went back for a fresh start,

{ 1ast but one, but handy
| the Hobart, No. 2 crew, appealed for a
| foul, the stroke holding up his hand,

" loo ed certain to win.

On the next occasion all the crews, with
the exception of Launceston, No |, were
streteched out some distance from the
weetern share into the bay off Haystack
Point.  The erews on the castern shore
therefore had to come sround a powt,
und thos faet spoilt the next race to
some extent. Launceston, No. 1, on the
western shore, again went to the front
A% roon as the run fired, and appeared
o be well out in front of Devonport,
No. 1. Launceston, No. 2, and Hobart,
No. 2, who were close together, with
Techinical School (on the eastern shore)
At this stage

but the umpire disa''owed i1, and afrer
dropping back a little they continued in
the race. From this point Techmical
Bchool began to draw up to the leaders,
and half ¢ mile from bhome were about
half a length behind launceston, No. 1.
A length and a half away came Devon-
ort, No. 1, half a length in front of
saunceston, No. 2, with the two Hobart
crews together, just astern, and Devon-
port, No. 2, last. Technical 8chool
rowing a long telling stroke, gradually
drew up to lLaunceston, No. 1, and af
the yacht anchorase were on terms with
them. Devonport, No. 1, were a couple
of lengths_away, just ahead of Launces
ton, No. 2, the two scathern crews
next. A little further on Technical
School held a lead of half a canvas, end
However, they
were unable to sprint, and Launceston,
No. 1, sprinted 100 yards from the post,
and won a most exciting race, the judge’s
verdict being half a length.  Devon-
port, No. 1, were three lengths further
back, a length ahead of Launceston, No.
2. The two Hobart crews were to-
gether pext, well in front of Devonport,
No 2 Time, 5min, 2lsec.

Gil in The Launceston Examiner newspaper article for 1923 Clarke Challenge Shield

rowing competition in Launceston.
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The Aercnry.

HOBART: THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 1924,

|

|| Their form was easily the best. Devon-

RACE FOR CLARKE SHIELD, | [yt husg on tensciously, but with

s 3 superior form of Hobart began to tell
WOnbyHohrtanhM in real carnest and commenced to
School. draw further away. . were
! _ e challenged by Launceston ’l‘ulu'-lh:to
| Cheered enthusisstically by severa] | DoTed over towards Leunceston High,
| hundreds of their sup s, the Ho [lld 800D passed them. Hobart kept
burt State Ihigh School crew vesterdyy ; ol out in the stream, and mmintaining
afternoon passed the finighing line com. | their form, crossed the line two lengths
.ff:nnhle winners of the race for the ahead of lb'ﬂr't. with Launceston
| Clarke Bhield. The result came as u |Jumior Technical a away, and
(surprise even to their most optimistic || launceston High 1) further back.
fullowers, for the wioning orew had not There was naturally great jubilation!
; )n;\‘"u‘l.\' Mn ‘nd. lu mb"' mu"‘ ‘h W d ‘h‘ b‘tm
wever, had been well coached and were | €T*W over the v ' mem-
quietly confident of success. Their victory | Ders of it, wth r coach (Mr. K.
| wia welldeserved, for they showed the | lule), were warmly congmtulated om
|60 v oa Tuwed magaibsntly il B e D Tah ot arve
(the way. Devonport High School,
‘had won the Bourke (‘l:p at lnun:::.’ l'ﬁh Southern crews in

ton some weeks befare, proved the the as the la State
bart boys' most serious ""th- :‘n‘; m won the Bh in the p‘t‘:
the groater part of the course had been | Yious wm— The persounel of the
covered before the home crew looked like- | and order in which they
'ly tu beat them. It was an ezcellent W —
race, and there was not a great deal State High School. G,
between the boats. The conditions on | (stroke), 9.10; M. Sorell
the Lower Derwent course, where the | &% 104; F. Clark (2, o7, G.
race was decided, could not have heen Sorell ( o 911; J. Presgrave
no?b"!fmnubb. I.hf" wag a hght | Joox) K. R ..:nuh sicw i g b sy 3
nor y breese to the ecrew ' 0B pOrs Ha’h Bohood . —
the surface of the g.h; ml.;,u.ct E. (stroke), §.5; G. Groom
paratively smooth. The sun shining in 3, Wo; A Thorne d). 00; C.
their eyes was the only disability the wrence (bow', 8.12; T. Lawrence
S s O, Svmter, v U Ml o S e Tkt il T
a r to effect ¢ ' ' umior Jec X
.’ﬁ”ﬂ!‘ em in the ."'M.ﬁ _.r.“s"”‘ ‘a:“r‘;"(', mi‘.; er W ine
course was from off Gove . : 4 I, 90: T. Row.
House Point w0 oppusite the r:::::] ﬂn«h (bow), 90: R Tabart (cox
|md on tu mtu 'mud_. 2 m. J. ‘m" mh - oob ese on '

of about a mile. When th lined up | Launceston State High Sehool.—A.
|at the start, Launceston t‘l’igh &boo" Y‘) .G?.‘ib}"m":.; R. 2
wore nearest the western shore, with | ; B g" 2s: C
lLaunceston Junior Technical Behool next | Ingles (bow). 104; :

"0 them, “d then m'mwn State a“h &‘). C. h'hu. OOl oo e en 4
School, with Hobart State High School
inn 'thob:x;nm vulside. Mr, J. 6 Turner | |® ches of the
sont our crews away to o splendid | Qs

start. Launceston Junior ’l‘mhn‘;zl up- '-r:' and  Mr. M
peared to hit the water first, but tne judge. :" ¥r. C J '%
crews almost in Line for the first | M the steangements. .
half of Joum,r. It was a n-t‘

race, with all dom‘ their utmost to | P& the Hobart boys,
in an advantage, Hobart State High | E———
c‘-hnol wore the first o draw abesd, |

their rapid rate of striking and fine |
lawing, combined with evenness cn.bhu‘
them to do thix. 1they were rowing very |
[po-oﬂull_v and covering a« lot of water. |
Gil in The Hobart Mercury newspaper article for the 1924 Clarke Challenge Shield rowing
competition in Hobart.
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| BOURKE CUP RACE.

'  HOBART HIGH scuoox. COMPETING.

Boys of the Hobart mn Schoo! leflt for
' Launceston y.uday gmorming for the W’
of competing in the Bourke Challenge Cup,
| which schools’ evemt is beinz held on the |
‘l‘.-.r on Saturday next in amhnction with |
 the Northern Association championships, the
course selected being Stephenson’s Bend at the
' rendexvous of the Tamar regatta. The south-

‘mhonhnhdnombMoa. and as
, three of the erew were members of last year’s
aucce«sfnl Clark Challenge Shield crew it is
' hoped that a good showing wil be made by
'shem. The race is attracting a good dea! of
' attention in Northern rowing circies, as both
' the laubceston High and 'l‘cchnical Schools
‘hm boated good crews, while the Devonport
' High is also sending a strong combination to‘
' defend ita title won last year.

i The following ate the names and Wu
of the southern representatives :—G. S. Robert.

'momn, 10,0 (stroke): G. F. Ford, 10.10 (3 H. !
A, C'nrk 100 «(2); R. Douglas, ¢8 (bow);
E. Cox (cox.); Mr. A. Scott (coarh).

Gil Robertson in The Hobart Mercury newspaper article for the 1925 Bourke Challenge
Shield rowing competition held in Launceston.
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HMAS Huon Naval Base where Gil Robertson served in the Royal Australian Naval Cadets
as a 16 year old from 1923 to 1924.

e . e e

Hobart Regatta rowing on the Derwent River in 1924.

; 2 *®. :
25 S R S AP ISk
T N TOONE v B S Sl T L S e S

Hobart State High School boys of 1926 including Gil Robertson (insert) in the second row
from the front and twelfth from the left, with pens in his jacket pocket.
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Sandy Bay Baths in Hobart.
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Swimming compet’it-idh at Sénd); §ay Baths in Hobart.
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Main Street including Zeehan School of Mines and Mineralogy.
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an and Zeehan Railway Sttion in 1920s.
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Queenstown Metropole Theatre in 1926.

[ _r

Mossman District Hospital in Queensland.
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@he Advocafe The Examiner

NORTH-WESTERN TASMARIA'S ONLY DALY NEWSPAPER
_ THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 1929

THE TECHNICAL SCHOOLS.
Examination Results.

WEST COAST AWARDS.

HOBART, Wednesday.—The follow-
ing ure the results obtuined by West ‘
Coust enndidutes in the 1028 examina- |
tions  vomducted by the  Technieal
Braneh of the Eduention llc;mr(nwnt'

Chemistry, Grude 1., Practical  Cer-
tificute:  Miller, R. (Zowhian ), prss,

Preparatory Chemistey, Theory: Fla-
herty, K. W. (Zechani. puss; Rown
tree, G ML (Zechun), pass,

Prehiminnry  Chemistry,  Practionl:
Burke, J. (Queenstown), eredits  Chup-
eron, I (Queenstown), pass; Hill,
(Qllﬂ‘ﬂ*lu\\u\ pass,

Chemistey, Grade 1L, Part 11, Prac
tiewl Certifiente: Ih-lunwn. G. N T
(Zevhan), eredin,

The Examiner

80th YEAR OF PUBLICATION
LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA, SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1932

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Technical Branch
Annual Examinations

The poss lot & tic annual caamlioa-
Jdong o degico suby. ty conducted an
vengunction witi W Umiveraity ot
famnania, and o applicd ooonce,
SR W, commiercial, and Junior tech
Heal Gortiteato subjos o, condyoted by
Aau Weehbical branch o " [T TR ST
e bArhaent of Tuasinanis uas b roe
veaved, CH.DD Indecutes gy dig-
HBeticn, (L) dsunotion, (U oredit.
dhbo IiSL s we 1oliuws;—

MegIive dubjicls vuuducled 1u con-
svbiviva wita tue Unuverswy oi f'as-

LLLIVS PR S

APPLIED SCIENCE SUBJECTS
Geology
Applied to &Ilnms. Queenstown—Rob-
ertson, C. 8, T,

Mining (‘.rml« I, Queenstown—Rob-
ertson, G. 5, T

Techmcal Education

ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS

THE DETAILED PASS LIST
The Mwlu is the p- list n ll‘ annual
ad.lndjuhrmhnbdmﬂsmm
by the Technical Branch of the Education

Department
of Tasmanis. MH.D. indicates High Distinction, D.
indicates Distinction, und C. indicates Credit,

APPLIED SCIENCE SUBJEC1S

Chemistry Grade 1I. Part I, Prac-
tieal Certificate.—Hobart. —-—Quarmb). R.

N. (C). Lochln—l"l;hcrt). W. E.;
\lm‘or. R.: Robertson, G. 8. T.; Rown-
iree, G, H.

Geology and Mineralogy, Grade I,
"Theory Certificate—Hobart—Corney, L.
J. Launceston—Tyson, T. J. (C.) Zee-
'han—Flaherty, W. E.; Robertson, G.
=

Geology and Mineralogy, Grade I,
Practical Certificate.—Launceston —
Tyson, T. J. Zeehan—Flaherty, W.
1.: Robertson, G. 8. T.

@he Advocate

NORTH.WESTERN TASMANIA'S ONLY DAILY NEWSPAPER

'WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 1933

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS.

-——

Queenstown Technical

School.

Following is the list of candidates
from the Queenstown Teehnieal School,
who were suceessful at the recent pub-
lie examinations:—

APPLIED SCIENCE SUBJECTS,
Mining Aets: G, 8. T. Robertson,

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson’s examination results from the Zeehan School of Mines for
1928 and 1929 and from the Queenstown Mt Lyell School of Mines for 1931 and 1932.

39



a 4,507 ton passenger cargo ship run by Burns, Philp & Co. Ltd.

~ e
- p— T i

s oo -

MV Neptuna burlt in 1924 by Friedrich Krupp Germanrawerft in Kiel Harbour Germany,
a 5,952 ton passenger-cargo ship run by Burns, Philp & Co. Ltd.

MV Neptuna exploded and sank at Stokes Hill Wharf on 19 February 1942 in the Battle of
Darwin, the largest single attack on Australia. 242 Japanese aircraft bombed Darwin in two
raids on that day and 100 depth-charges on the MV Neptuna were detonated.
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Bulolo Gold Dredglng Company employee Frank Reglnald Shaw (NG 2159 and NGX 438
NGVR Medical Staff) and Elvy Ada Robertson at the Bulwa Swimming Baths in New
Guinea in 1939 with identical twins Fern and Heather Robertson.
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& I a A ‘-l -
: D % 5:"W ' .
(L to R) Heather, Wilma, Bonn|e and Fern Robertson in Bulwa New Guinea in 1939
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Bulolo Gold Dredging Company employee watching Fern Robertson jump into the Bulwa
Swimming Baths in New Guinea.

i £ a0e -

Swimihg arniVaI for Bulolo any emblyees t the Bulwa Swimming
Baths. The concrete-lined freshwater pool, which opened in September 1936, was 85-feet
long, 40-feet wide with a shallow end four-feet deep and the other end nine-feet deep.




Elvy Ada Robertson in New Guinea with children Bonnie, Fern, Heather and Billie in 1939.
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A Bulolo Gold Dredging Company gold mining dredge on the Bulolo River, two kilometres
south of the Watut River junction.
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Two Buong natives working for Bulolo Gold Dredging Company o the Bulolo River.

Buolo Gold Dredging Company gold mining No. 4 Dredge.




Portrait of Rifleman Gilbert Stuart (Gil or Robbie) Robertson in 1939, recently enlisted and
dressed in NGVR service uniform and slouch hat with Rising Sun badge.
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R|fleman Gilbert Stuart Robertson (front rlght) in 1939, just enlisted with partly kitted NGVR
volunteers with a new Guinea Airways 1939 T-Series Dodge Pickup Truck.
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-

Lieutenant Gil Robertson (standing 4™ from left) Wlth ANGAU in Port Moresby in 1945.
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NGVR Rifleman Gilbert Robertson in 1939, ANGAU Lieutenant Gilbert Robertson in 1944.

Guinea Airways 1939 T-Series Dodge Truck and
. 1 =NG2238 Albert Evans
2 = NG2240 Keith Roy Woodman
3 =NG2247 George Tuckey
® 4 =NG2239 Richard John Ashwell
5 =NG2244 Thomas Lega
6 = NG2249 Edmund Herald
7 = NG2245 Neville Bensley
8 = NG2248 Alfred Veal
9 = NG2242 Phillip Tuckey
10 = NG2243 Gilbert Robertson

48



- T -
o

A ‘
- /u'f‘(/&(!
| L
; - {ue v ARby Cariess

O i gl §
‘ - S N

»

. ':"“;\’_u-t{i: 3 g Ll )

-~ 4
PR

\ — '.‘ W VN

and Neville Bensley NG2245 (left). (Notes on photos handwritten by Elvy Robertson.)
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1941 A reconnaissance ‘march’ by two volunteers (Gil and NGVR unknown) from the
NGVR Coy to find (or take) the easiest way from the coast to the highlands. Proved to be
extremely hazardous and exhausting. Don’t know how many days it took but do remember

there being some slight (?) concern when they became overdue back.
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.“.’ - - -
S I R N S
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' P ol S .
1941 Reconnaissance ‘march’. The catamaran manned by native boys. Gil in foreground

wearing ‘Glengarry’ (an Australian army woollen sidecap) and unknown NGVR soldier.
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1941 Reconnaissance ‘march’. They flew’ down to the coast.

Gil and NGVR unknown.
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Friday 13 February 1942 handwritten Report from Corporal Gil Robertson to Lieutenant
Robert Henry Duthie Phillips NG2296 sent by native runner Maen from the Observation
Post at the mouth of the Buong River, recorded in the official NGVR War Diary.
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_— ~ = - -_“»:._‘:\ = '_.;.-f_'
Sugarloaf Mountain at the Buang River mouth in the Huon Gulf where NGVR B Company
B Platoon Lae Detachment maintained a Wireless Transmitter and observed and reported

on Japanese air and sea activities.

1935-built Japanese armed merchant cruiser Kongé Maru bombed nd smklng near Lae
on 10 March 1942.
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Sergeant Robertson listed in 2/5™ Independent Company 1942 Kanga Force War Diary.
Orders from Captain P.S. Lang dated 2 September 1942 to take charge of Native Labour
at Winima.

"._."

- /l,.h_,_... N - _-—r-. —
7 |

- C oY
3 %

¥ 3

3

) Q STORE

NGVR “B” Company Q Store (Quartermaster S Store) sign. Staff Sergeant Albert Lee
NG2056, who had flown to Port Moresby with Gil on 22 September 1942, was NGVR’s
Quartermaster in January 1941, responsible for administering barracks, laying out the
camp and looking after supplies.
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USAF Douglas C-53 Skytrooper 41-20053, radio call-sign VH-CCB named “Foitle Moitle”
landing at Wau, filmed by Damien Parer on 22 September 1942.

' ’
,

Douglas C-53 Skytrooper VH-CCB “Foitle Moitle” unloaded and preparing for take-off.
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Australian Newsreels “The Road To Kokoda” and “Kokoda — Front Line!”, shown in
Australian cinemas in 1942, produced using film footage shot by famous Australian war
correspondent Damien Parer.

Screenshot of Acting Sergeant Gil Robertson wearing his hessian camouflage-covered
Tin Hat, an Australian Brodie Mk. Il steel helmet, in Academy Award winning documentary
“Kokoda — Front Line!”. Panned footage of four NGVR soldiers after landing at Port
Moresby was filmed by Damien Parer on 22 September 1942. Damien Parer almost
always avoided doing panned footage.
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Damien Parer filming through the door of a North American B 25 Mitchell Bomber in 1942.

Screenshots of Gil Robertson in “Kokoda — Front Line!” Australian Academy Award
winning documentary with footage filmed by Damien Parer. Gil Robertson at Port Moresby
on 22 September 1942 with Malaria ready for transfer to 112" AGH Greenslopes Hospital.

Gil Robertson NG2243, George Cockram NG2246, James Keenan NG2011, Albert Lee NG2056.
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Lieutenant Colonel Norman Lawrence Fleay’s team of 52, including 37 men of NGVR and
Sergeant G.S. Robertson NG2243, listed in the official Kanga Force War Diary for
30 August 1942 to 7 October 1942.
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NGVR Guard Hut ét Winima where Gil Robertson was in h‘ére of Nate ‘
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Sketch map by Lieutenant (then Private) Roy Frederick Stein (2/5" Independent Company

NX80593) showing tracks in Wau-Lae-Salamaua area of New Guinea.
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le APPCINTMENTS AND mguggﬂg..l
(a) Qfficers |

WX4 0

P36S
NX21167

¢ Q ¥y

A JON V L)

.

-

/
i "\ \J:'\U V'\'i ')"Q rtY
}
!

L5 PRV BETNY ,
7 4’4,", ,

e ——

T/Brig CLEU.ND D ¥ To be Colonel &
retain rank of

T/Brigadier
Capt CHAMPION C To be T/Major
Lieut MUNNS R XN To be T/Capt

‘,*’"‘-. .'
Deinn nq
.‘...""(".'('--\.

28 Oct 4¢

20 Oct 44
28 Sep G

First appointments to oommssioned rank were made as
followa during the month «

EGX274
NGX355
PX196
KX78606
V504081
NGX121
NGX307
VX22131
NGX362
X548
NX17823
QX43046

VX1165831 ¥UIRHEAD R J V

NX14860C8 McCARTHY J D
PX136 CSBCRN W N
VX141682 PARER B D
NGX398 PiLRER C G
N451274 PETTERSCN E B
- NGX275 RICHARDSCE I S M
NGX359 RCBERTSOX @ S
NG2500- SCHULTZ M
NGX406 TEHCRNEBY E A
NGX309 TUCEEY G S
NGX372 VASHINGTON G
NX4481ll WCRDEN R.B

‘SRITTEN EH B

KINSEY J G
LOVETT-CALZERON J W D

ABRAHAM R @
BIRRELL J 4
ARROWSNITH R B
BONESS E K :

CLAREE G R
CRAWFORD L &
FERGUSCN H P

LOVETT=-CAMERCN 'V H-
MOWAT H G

14 Oct 44

Official appointment of Gilbert Stuart Robertson to commissioned rank of Lieutenant on

14 October 1944,
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Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart (Gil or Robbie) Robertson after October 1944, dressed in ANGAU
service uniform with embroidered Lieutenant pips on his epaulettes.




Gil's grandson Kenneth Duus wearing a slouch hat embellished with a Bird of Paradise
(yes, the whole bird!) and a dummy in full NGVR uniform including rain cape.




Order for Compulsory Evacuation of Women and Children from New Guinea dated
15 December 1941.




RAAF Douglas DC-3 VH-UZJ “Kyilla” emergency evacuation from Bulolo, New Guinea, on
21 December 1941.

Evacuee 131. Robertson, Elvy Ada, D.O.B. 30 Sep 1906

Evacuee 131a. Robertson, Wilma Jean, D.O.B. 25 Apr 1934

Evacuee 131b. Robertson, Bonnie Lynn, D.O.B. 31 Jul 1935

Evacuee 131c. Robertson, Heather Gaye, D.O.B. 10 Dec 1936

Evacuee 131d. Robertson, Fern Brae, D.O.B. 10 Dec 1936

Wife and Children of NGX359 Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson.

Pilot Captain P.T.L. (Lyn) Taylor flew three flights per day in Douglas DC3 VH- UZJ “Kyilla”
from New Guinea to Cairns (the closest suitable airport) to evacuate civilians.
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John Holland (Curator of the NGVR Museum, Boundary Rd, Wacol, Queensland)
presenting Kenneth Duus (grandson of Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson) with his late
father’s framed photo of Douglas DC3 VH-UZJ “Kyilla” at the museum.

Douglas DC3 VH-UZJ “Kyilla” photo from John Holland (Rabaul emergency evacuee).
This framed photo belonged to "Z" Special Force Lieutenant Frank Holland, MBE.




EARTICULARS REQUIRED OF PASGENGERS ENTERING AUSTRALIA

reyaft: UZJ "KYILLA" Data: 2lst Decembar 1941
 dissmburkstion: Cairns

L Iama

cf passangsr: Mrs, Elvy Ada Robertson

Lata ard place of birth: 30th September 1906 Zeehan, Tasmania
rality: British g Marrind

Neme and address of next of kin: Gilv
e B oad . lvert Btuart Tasman Tobertson

Ealuticnahlp tc passanger: Husband

Pert of emtarkaticns Bulolo

Firal dsstiration in Austrelia: Bonny Erae, Taroona, Tasmania

Fave you any fania? Yes

If so, what amcount? £4

Will you be in peceipt of a regulap remit tanca? Yes
T

~f no, ntats particulars: Bufricient for support

Wrat ragoage havs you in your pcssession? 2 packages

Fill rame: Gilbert Stuart Tasman Robartson

Natloralitys Britieh
Geeupation: Metaliurgist
SARTICULARS OF CHILDREN ACCOMPANYING PASSENG
Wilma Jean Robertsdh
place of birth; 25/4/1934, Hovart, Tasmania

¥3111 rame: Bonnie Lynn Robertson

«ie and place of birtr: 31/7/1935 Hobart, Tasmania
Full name: Heathar Gaye Robartson

Late and place of birth: 10/12/1936 Queenstown, Tasmania
111 rame: Fern Brae Robertson

tate ard piace of birth: 10/12/1936 Queenstown, Tasmania
a%ure of passanger: (sgd) E.A. Robertson

2lst Decembsr, 1941

Lata and place of birth: 7/3/1997 Johannesoung, Transvaal, S. Afrioca

Draft particulars for compulsory emergency evacuation flight from Bulolo, New Guinea to

|

Cairns, Queensland on 21 December 1941 on Douglas DC3 VH-UZJ “Kyilla” — heading for

Mary Ann (Ella) Robertson’s “Bonnie Brae” farm on Bonnet Hill, Taroona, Tasmania with

£4 and two suitcases. Bulolo was bombed on 21 January 1942.

Passengers:

Elvy Ada Robertson
Wilma Jean Robertson
Bonnie Lynn Robertson
Heather Gaye Robertson
Fern Brae Robertson
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Airerafe . UGJo "EYILIA™. Date.... 21/12/1941,
Full Name of Pn—n‘nm'l 3. BLVY_ADA ROBERTSON,....... ...

Date and Place of Birth . 30/9/1906, Zesban. Tasmantia,
Name and Address of Next of Kin GILBERT STUART TASMANROBZIEPSON
Relationship 1o Passenger Husbana,
Port of Embarkation .. 2

Final Destination in Australia| Bonny Brae, Taroona, Tasmenia. '
Have you any funds ) 2dx Yes,

If so, what amount 2 . £4s

Will you be in receipt of & regular romittance 2. YO8,

If w0, state particulars  Sufficient for support,
What baggage bave you in your possession ? . 2+PB0kages,

Full Name  GILBERT STURRT TASMAN ROBERTSON, . .

Date and Place of Birth. 7/3/190%, JOBANNESBURG. Transvasl. 8.4frics
Nationality. .. ... British,
Occupation..,....., Mutixk Metallurgist, . .. .. s

memmw

Full Name . .. Wilma Jean Bobertsom. ... .. ...

Date and Place of M”/‘/m.ﬂbm.m“. ............
Full Name . Bormie Tymm.Robertsons. ... ...

Date and Place of Birth . 10/12/1936. Queenstwon, Tasmania,
Full Name Feoxn Brae Robertsom, ... .. ...

Date and Place of Birth 4.‘mlla/m¢..iwmm.‘.

Signature of Passenger...

iy 2// /2/ Y.

Final particulars signed by Elvy Ada Robertson for entry into Australia from emergency
evacuation flight on 21 December 1941 from Bulolo, New Guinea to Cairns, Queensland
on Douglas DC3 VH-UZJ “Kyilla” — “No further baggage as far as known”.
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Destruction of Bulolo 21 January 1942. Corporal Gilbert Stuart Robertson commenced
full-time war service in Citizen Military Forces (Militia) on 22 January 1942, attested at
Bulolo, Territory New Guinea. Attestation documents later destroyed by enemy action.

First emergency landing by “Moth” at Bulolo since reconstruction to evacuate a serious
accident case. deHavilland DH83 Fox Moth VH-UQP “Jacqueline” (Certificate of
Airworthiness No. 3623) was built for W. R. Carpenter & Co Ltd in 1932 which became
Mandated Airlines Ltd from September 1936. “Jacqueline” was damaged in a crash on a
mountain spur near Golden Ridges in New Guinea on 15 March 1940, then reconstructed
and later destroyed in a crash in Bitoi Valley, New Guinea on 30 October 1941.
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Australians filmed by Damien Parer inspecting their rifles in camp at Skindiwai. Left to
right: Stanley Joseph Tomkinson 2/5™ Independent Company NX53323, Stuart Sutherland

Munro NGVR NG2030, Private Roy Oswald Warren 2/5™" Independent Company NX49995
and Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGVR NG2243.
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New Guinea Kanga Force Lines of Communication area. Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart
Robertson NG2243 commenced service with Kanga Force at Lines of Communication area
on 16 August 1942, transferred in from New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (NGVR).

Kanga Force camp, filmed by Damien Parer at Winima in 1942,

Formed on 23 April 1942 from NGVR and elements of 2/15t and 2/5™" Independent
Companies of the AlIF, Kanga Force conducted small-scale raids and reconnaissance
operations throughout New Guinea as a guerrilla force until it was disbanded in 1943.
Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 served with Kanga Force from

16 August 1942 until attestation into the AIF with ANGAU on 5 June 1943.
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Kanga Force preparing to move out fora raid on Mubo, filmed by Damie Pare.

15t Australian Corps Receiving Camp (1 ACRC).

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 of Kanga Force evacuated from Wau on
22 September 1942, suffering from malaria, to 15t Australian Corps Receiving Camp

(1 ACRC) in Port Moresby for transfer to His Majesty’s Australian Hospital Ship

HMAHS Manunda in Port Moresby harbour for the voyage to Brisbane.
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1927 built Adelaide Steamship Company hosptal troopshfp HMAHS Manuna.
Requisitioned as 2/1% Hospital Ship in May 1940, HMAHS Manunda was Australia’s first
hospital ship in WWII, fitted out to carry 322 patients and 80 medical personnel.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson (Kanga Force NG2243) sailed from Port Moresby
on 2 October 1942 on HMAHS Manunda, disembarking in Brisbane on 6 October 1942 for
admission to 112" Australian General Hospital at Greenslopes with malaria.

112" Australian General Hospital (112 AGH) opened at Greenslopes, Brisbane on
2 February 1942.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 admitted on 6 October 1942 with
malaria. Medical classification assessed Class A1 on 1 December 1942 and discharged
on 2 December 1942 to 101s* Australian Convalescent Depot (101 ACD) in Brisbane.

73



r-

1015t Australian Convalescent Depot (101 ACD), Loreto College, Coorparoo, Brisbane.
Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 of Kanga Force transferred in to
101 ACD from 112" Australian General Hospital (112 AGH) on 2 December 1942.

2%

Leave and Transit Depot (L&TD) Camp Ascot, established in Brisbane in 1942.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson (Kanga Force NG2243) marched in to L&TD
Camp Ascot on 19 December 1942 from 101 Australian Convalescent Depot (101 ACD)
for 24 days Voluntary Health Leave (V.H.L.) and marched out from L&TD Camp Ascot to
Redbank Reinforcement Depot (RRD) on 29 January 1943 after Kanga Force disbanded.

Camp Ascot at the Eagle Farm Race Track in Brisbane.
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Redbank Reinforcement Depot (RRD) established in Brisbane in 1939.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 formerly of Kanga Force marched in to
Redbank Reinforcement Depot (RRD) on 29 January 1943 following Voluntary Health
Leave at Leave and Transit Depot Camp Ascot after Kanga Force disbanded.

-

AIF Attestation Centre at the Brisbane Exhibition Grounds, now Brisbane Showgrounds.
Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 of disbanded Kanga Force attested at
Brisbane Exhibition Grounds on 2 February 1943.
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4" Royal Australian Enginers Training Centre (4 RAETC).
Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 of disbanded Kanga Force marched out
on 17 February 1943 from Redbank Reinforcement Depot to 4" Royal Australian

Engineers Training Centre (4 RAETC), established at Kapooka in Wagga Wagga, NSW in
1941. Gil completed the intensive course to ‘march in’ on 11 May 1943.
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15t Australian Stagmg Camp (1 APSC) Tennyson, Queensland

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 / NGX359 of disbanded Kanga Force
marched out from 4" Royal Engineers Training Centre (4 RAETC) on 31 May 1943 and
marched in to 15t Army Personnel Staging Camp (1 APSC) Tennyson, Queensland.

Australiah New Guinea Admlnlstratlon Unit (ANGAU) Native Labour Section Camp.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 attested in Brisbane on 5 June 1943,
enlisting with Australian New Guinea Administration Unit (ANGAU) Native Labour Section,
ceasing service in Citizen Military Forces (Militia) with the disbanded Kanga Force and
commencing service in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) with ANGAU as NGX359.
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New Guinea Force Advanced Reinforcement Depot (NGFARD).

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 marched in to New Guinea Force
Advanced Reinforcement Depot (NGFARD) in Sellheim, Queensland on 6 June 1943 after
enlistment into the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) with the Australian New Guinea
Administration Unit (ANGAU) Native Labour Section.

- .-i: ‘ h 4 . - -
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1935 built Melbourne Steamshlp Company Troopshlp HMAT Duntroon, reqwsmoned by
the Australian Army in 1942.

Acting Sergeant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 of ANGAU Native Labour Section sailed
from Townsville on His Majesty’s Australian Troopship HMAT Duntroon on 16 June 1943,
disembarking on 20 June 1943 in Port Moresby. HMAT Duntroon sailed with 1,027
personnel, two motor transports, 3,244 Australian mail bags and 159 U.S. mail bags.
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Nadzab Alrstrlp in the Markham VaIIey north west of Lae, New Gumea

Acting Warrant Officer Class Il Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 of ANGAU Native Labour
Section emplaned at Nadzab Airstrip on 20 June 1944 for transfer to Townsville for two
months leave, twelve months after disembarking from HMAT Duntroon at Port Moresby.

— —— A
1934 built Tasmanian Steamers P/L Troopshlp SS Taroona, reqwsmoned as a fast troop
carrier by the Australian Army in March 1942, made 94 trips and carried 93,432 troops.

Acting Warrant Officer Class Il Gilbert Stuart Robertson (ANGAU Native Labour Section
NGX359) returned from 20 June 1944 leave, He embarked with 646 troops on SS Taroona
at Townsville on 29 August 1944, disembarking at Milne Bay on 31 August 1944,
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RAAF 2" Medical Receiving Station (2 MRS) in Milne Bay, New Guinea.
Acting Warrant Officer Class Il Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 of ANGAU Native Labour
Section admitted to 2 MRS with ‘Pyrexia of Unknown Origin’ (P.U.O.) and transferred to X-

List on 1 September 1944. Discharged from 2 MRS on 12 September 1944 to ANGAU.

ANGAU Northern Regional New Guinea Training School at Sogeri.
Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 of ANGAU Native Labour Section attended
24 days Officer’s Regimental Training School in Sogeri, New Guinea from 4 June 1945.
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1927 burIt Dutch transport SS Van Outhoorn under charter to the Brrtrsh Mrnrstry of War
Transport from 1940 to November 1945. SS Van Outhoorn escaped from Dutch East
Indies in February 1942 and was involved in “Operation Lilliput” in 1943 and was damaged
in bombing at Milne Bay in April 1943.

Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359 sailed from Lae, New Guinea to Brisbane on
the SS Van Outhoorn, disembarking on 18 July 1945.

NGVR and ANGAU emblems, flags and colours, NGVR and HMAT Duntroon pennants.
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AUSTRALIAN ¥,

ORDER OF THE DAY

by GENERAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY,
Commander-in-Chief

"Advanced LHQ, Borneo,
15th August, 1945.

SURRENDER OF JAPANESE.

The Japanese have surrendered,

: Qur long and arduous struggle has ended in
complete victory.

The climax has come at the time when all six
Australian Divisions are fighting strenuously,
gach on its own araa, in the far flung battle
lines. No divisions amongst the Allies have
contributed more to the downfall of our enemies
than ours.

Qur general officers and our commanders of
all grades, our regimental officers and our
warrant and non-commissioned officers have led
you unfalteringly to victory. Under their
guidance, the troops have been formed into a
magnificent army to the pride and glory of
Australia,

We have fought through the burning days and
freezing nights of the desert. We have fought
through the ooze and sweat of tropical jungles.
We have defeated the Italians and the Germans
and we would soon have destroyed completely the
Japanese before us.

We are now to go to our homes, having done
our part in ensuring freedom for all peoples. We
will not forget this freedom, for which we have
fought sc long and successfully, and so let us
stand together in future years to ensure that it
remaing the crowning heritage of Australian
people. Above all, we give thanks to the Almighty
for His greatest and crowning mercy that marks for
all people the total downfall of tyranny.

e

MILITARY FORCES

General,
Commander-in-Chief,
8287/ 45, AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

General Sir Thomas Blamey’s World War Il Victory Letter on VJ Day, 15 August 1945.
“‘No more ooze and sweat of tropical jungles”.
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SURRENDER OF JAPANESE FORCES

COMMANDER -in - CHIEF, AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
GENERAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY

B

p v 2 - h
. Lt General Teshima, Commander Second Japanese Army -
On the occasion of the signing of their Swrrender

| %mnmz TESHIMA, COMMANDER, SECOND JAPANESE

oot 4 o e

avery. ,
“in the light of these evils, | will enforce most rigorously all orders
R:Mnhzunumumebeuddquhdumwww&um
your per

General Sir Thomas Blamey’s address at Morotai on 9 September 1945.
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INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER

“/

.l\ acrng by commoag of wngd v BEawif of the Ewmperos @f Jaoss, the
Jopanese Geverament end the Joganase imperisl  Gevecal Neadguworters,
Aevely accept the prow/sions sal facth in the decioration issoed by the heods
of the Govaramants of the United States, Chow ond Grear Briomw on 2€
July 19435 of Fotsdam, end sybyequently @ohesscy 1o by the Unionm of Sovier
Sociavist Republics, wAIch four gowers are hereafter referres 1o as the Allied
Powers.

We feredy procloum the wacangitiopol carrander 1o the Alliey
Fowers of tAe Joponsse Imperin! Gonara) Hesdquarters and of afl
Japonese armed forees and ol ormed forces wnder Japonese cestral
whergver situated.

g all Jo, forces wharever situoted oaw

We harely
rhe Jopanese people tu cease Nestilities forthallh, to bresorve oad sove

from demege all ships, sicceall, and miitary ond Eivit progerty ang te
comply with ol réquizements ehich moy bu imposed by the Suoreme
Commander for the Allied Fowers or By pgencins oF [he Jopaness
Governmen! a! Ris direction

We Aereby command the Joganese (mpercial Genaral Heaaguurters
fo isswe of once ovders fo the Commopders of all Joponese forces
ond all forces under Joponese comrol whésever sitwaled 1o surrender
vaconditionally themsalves and ail farces wnder Pheir conlrol.

We hecedy commond gl cleid, melitary and meval ofticial fo
0bey ead snforce @il proclamotions, ardess and Jirsctires dosmad
by e Supreme Commonder for the Allied Powmrs 10 be prepes to
effectucle this swrcender wny issumd by MmO under Mis autherily
ond we direct oll sueh olficiols to ramain a) Iheir posts wnd lo
‘continua 1o perform their ron-comboion? dutims waless specitically

relieved by him or under Ais authorify.

Wea Aaredy wndertoks (or Ihe Empercr, Ihe Jopenese
Government ond Ihelr  JUCCESSOrE 19 Corty oul RAe provisions af the
Porsdom Declaration M geod faifh, ond ta (5 sue whotever orders
ond take whatever oction may b# cequired by (e Supreme Gommonder
for the Allied Powers or by any other désignofed reprasentotive of
e Allied Pawers for IAe purpase of piving effect o that Deciaration ¢

We beredy ¢ & the Jop Imperinl Gavernment and
e Japonese Imperiol Geperol Headquoefers @t ance fo Giberate i/
@llind prisonecs of wor end 2lvilivn interresr pow wnder Jopanese
control @end to provide for thelr protection, carw, meintesance Gng
immediate tonspestation '3 placer es drrected.

The outhorlty of the Emperor ond the Japeness Government #o
rwie AR atale shail be subject o Ine Supreme  Commoodes for Ihe
Allied Powsrs who will take soch steps e Me deems propec 18
#ffectuate Ihess lerms of surrender.

The Instrument of surender document, page 1.
[item 1815, B6121, NAA]
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an the —ALLOND oy of SEPTEMBER /945

4
ob %
? A i
By Command and in behalf of (he Emperor of Jopan
ond the Joponese Govercement

A4 ¥ E in AP
Fy Commend and In Letell of the Japorese
wenal Gondre Nma.

Accepted or . JOKYO R&Y . JAPAN oy I
o the —SECONG. day of. (1945,
Br Ihe United Stofes, Repubhe of Going, Umted Kingdom and the
Unon of Soviel Sociglist Republics, and in the interasty of the oher
Unied Notions of wor with Jopon,

Supenmg K the Allied Fawers.

United States RepFdsentolive

2 P §
A B
Republic of Chino Reprasentotive

)
ﬂs»—.\u. R~ tn L
Umited Kingdom Reprasentative

Unior of vot Socnwirel Rapoblics
Repressntative

ot
. e ~‘—<f’,‘7m
o o Conode Réors

Frovsiona! Sovarnment of the French
Ropubiip, Represantative
) AN

-

Ningdom af the WVtheriondy Represeniotive

Domimian of New Zealend Reprasentative

The Instrument of surender document, page 2.
[item 1815, B8121, NAA]
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PROCLANATION
»

Accepting the teras set forth in Declarstion lssued
by the hesds of the Goveraménts of the United States, Gruat
Britain und China on July 26th, 1945 st Potpdan and suliae~
quently adhered to by the Union of Soviet Socialist Eepublics,
We have comaanded the Japanese Imperial Sovermaent and the
Japansse Imparial Gecoral HBesdquarters to algn on Qur behal¥
the Instrusent of Surrender presented by the lupres: Conganter
for the Alliad Powers and to issue sengral Uriers to the
Militsry and Naval Porces in accordsnce with the directlon
of tha Buprens Conmander for the Allied Powers. We ooomund
all Qur psopls forthwith to ceane Hoatilitles, to lay down
their arus snd fadthfully to cerry out all the provisions -
of Instruzent of Surveader and the Jeperal Lrlers (ssued by o »
the Japanese Iaperisl Government and the Japane-e Isperlol e
Geperal Beadquartors hereander.

This gecond day of the alath menth of the twentieth

year of Sydwe.

Seal of
the Sigmeds HIROHITO
Empazor

Counteraizped: Naruhiko~d
Prise Miniover

|
|

Muzmoru Snigeniteu
Mizister for Forelgn Affaims

Ivao Yaneiski

Miclater for Home Affalrs
Julchi Tsualiss

Misisver of Finance
Sadasu Shimomura

Miaister of Wur
Niteummasa Yooal

Eiadater of Navy

Chuse Iwase
Mindgter of Justice

Tanon Hasds
Mintster of Sducation

Henxo Matsusurs

¥inister of Welfare
Kotaro Sengoio

Minister of Agriculture

and Forestry
Chieunel Fekajima

Kigioter aof Commerce

and Industry
Baoto Koblyama

¥iniater of Transportation
Punimaro Eonoe

Hinister without Portofolic
Takat Ogsta

Inﬁ:-r without Partofolio

Einehito Otata
Hindbtor without Porsofolic

[ttem 181S, B8121, NAA]
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BEIRCHITO,

By the Grace of Esaven, Emperor of Japan, seated om
the Throne ccoupied by the same Dynssty changeless through
ages esternal,

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting!

We do hereby authorise Masoru Shigesmitsu, Zycsanmi,
Pirst Class of the Imperisl Order of the Rioing Sun to
attach his signature by consand und Ln behalf of Ourselves
and Cur Government unto the Insyrusent of Surrender which
1s required by the Supreas Commander for the 4Allied Fowers
to be signed.

In witness whersof, We have hereunto sst Our signsture
and caused the Great Seal of the Empire to be affixed.

Given at Cur Palsce in TOkyo, this first day of the
ointh monty of the twenuletl year of 3yowa, belng the two
thousand six nundred and Lifth year I10m the iccession

of the Emperor Zlmmu.

Seal of
the Siguneds UHIRCOHITO,

Countorsigneds Naruhiko=o
§ Prime Minleter

The translation of Emperor Hirohito's authorisation to General Mamoru
to sumrender to the Allied commanders on his behalf.
[item 1815, BE121, NAA]
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HIROCHITO,

By the Grace of Hesaven, Emperor of Japan, seated on
the Turone ocoupied by the seme Dynasty chengeless through
ages cternsl,

o all to whom these FPresents shall coms, Ureetiog!

#e do bereby authorise Yoshijiro Umezu, Jyosanmd,
First Clags of the Isperial Cprder of the ilsing bSua, Second
Class of the Imperiel Military Order of the Golden Kite,
to attach his signature by commend and Lo behalf of
OGurselven and Cur lzperial General Headguarters uato the
Instrunent of Surrender which 4s required by the Suprese
Conmander for the allied Fowers to be signed,

In witnese whereof, We have hereunto set (ur signature
and caused the Great Seal of the Lopire to be gffixed.

Given at (wr Falsce in TOkyd, this firet cay of the
aioth month of the tweatieth year of Syowa, baing the two
thousand six bundred and FIfth year froa the Accession
af the Emperor Zinau.

Seal of
the Signed: HILROHITO,

Eapire

Countersigned: Yoahijiro Umezu
Chief of the General
Stalf of the Imperial
Jaganese Aray

Soeau Toyoda
Chief of the General
Staff of the Imperial
Japanese Navy

The translation of Emperor Hirohito’s authorisation to General Umezu
to surrender to the Allied commanders on his behalf.
fitem 181S, B6121, NAA]

Japanese Unconditional Surrender by Emperor Hirohito on 2 September 1945.
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Vice-Regal inspection of the Police ‘Boys’ at Rabaul.

e '.-’v_\o .;zh .m{

Bulolo, New Guinea in 1948. Twins (Heather & Fern Robertson) at top right. The school
bell was rung for classes by either the Headmistress teacher Dorothy (Dottie) Frazer or
one of the pupils.
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Gil's 1959 Herberton Masonic Lodge No. 39 Telegram and £17.14.0 Initiation Fees receipt.
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.T. Robertson initiated into the Herberton-Corrie Lodge No. 39 on 6 June 1959.
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Gil's Life Patron, Aged Masons Homes Medal, Life Saving Bronze Medallion and badges.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson and hi 1953 Peugeot 203 Estate in outback Queensland in the
early 1960s. No, he is not about to call the Royal Automobile Club on a mobile phone!

r

.

Gllbert Stuart Robertson S Australlan assembled 1953 Peugeot 203 Estate broken down in
outback Queensland in the early 1960s. The bowls will have to wait...
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William Eustace (Bill) Robertson, younger brother of Gilbert Stuart Robertson, in 1963
working barefoot in a Queensland pineapple plantation.

William Eustace (Bill) Robertson, younger brother of Gilbert Stuart Robertson, in 1963
cutting sugar cane with a machete in Queensland.
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Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson 1966 in Mount Isa, Queensland with daughter Fern Duus
and grandchildren Malcolm and Rosemary Duus.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson 1967 in Mount Isa, Quee

nsland with grandson Kenneth Duus.
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Medals awarded to Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NGX359
Certificate of Service No. 21092, War Badge Class A174173.
The 1939 — 1945 Star

The Pacific Star

The War Medal 1939 — 1945

The Australian Service Medal 1939 — 1945

World War Two Service

LIEUTENANT
GILBERT STUART ROBERTSON
NGX359

SERVICE AUSTRALIAN ARMY
DATE OF BIRTH 7 MARCH 1807
PLACE OF BIRTH JOHANNESEURG, SOUTH AFRICA

DATE OF ENLISTMENT 3 JUNE 1943

LOCALITY ON ENLISTMENT SANDY BAY, TAS

PLACE OF ENLISTMENT BRISEANE, QLD

NEXT OF KIN ROBERTSON, ELVY

DATE OF DISCHARGE 13 DECEMBER 1943

POSTING AT DISCHARGE ANGAU NATIVE LABOUR SECT

-

%& Australian Government
Wt X" Department of Veterans' Affairs

Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG X359 World War Il Service Certificate.
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GILBERT STUART TASMA ROBERTSON
BORN 7. 3. 1907 SOUTH AFRICA
DIED 27. 4. 1989 MOSSMAN
LOVED HUSBAND OF ELVY
FATHER OF WILMA. BONNIE. HEATHER AND FERN
SERVED N. G. V. R 1939 - 45

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson

Born 7.3.1907 South Africa

Died 27.4.1989 Mossman

Loved husband of Elvy

Father of Wilma, Bonnie, Heather and Fern
Served N.G.V.R. 1939 - 45




NGVR Memorial Plaque.

ADDRESS BY
HIS EXCELLENCY MAJOR GENERAL MICHAEL JEFFERY AC CVOMC
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
ON THE OCCASION OF
NGVR / ANGAU AND PIR PLAQUE UNVEILING
WESTERN COURTYARD, AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL, CANBERRA
15 MAY 2007

- MATGEN Gower and Mrs Gower

- LTGEN Peter Leahy and Mrs Leahy
HE Mr Charles Lepam

. The Hon Bronwyn Bishop, MP

. Mr Keith Payne and Mrs Pavne

. Aszociation Prezidents

. Veterans
Ladies and Gentlemen
Boys and Guls

Thank you for the very warm welcome.

I am delighted to be here for the official unveiling and dedication of the Pacific Islands Regument
plaque, together with the dadication of the New Guinez Volunteer Rifles/Australia New Guinea
Admimistrative Unit plaque, both of which honour a truly special zroup of people. May I also mention
the Papuz New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Association for its splendid work in runming the NGVR./
PNGVR Museum at Wacol, for agreeing to absorb the PIR Associzfion and for sending three of their
representatives to PNG last vear to dismbute ADF medals to former indigenous members.

A= wath many of you present, Papua New Guinea holds many wonderful memones for me. both
personal and military. Marlena and I were mamed m the 'Haus Lotu” at Tawrama Barracks nearly forty
years ago. and after a very happy three years in 1PIR. I was further privileged to command 700 very
fine soldiers of the Secord Battalion the Pacific Islands Regiment in Wewak at Independence.

My unit successfully conducted battalion border operations on the PNGTrian Jaya border and I would
have been proud to take it anywhere. It was a very fine combat battalion: and a5 former commanding
officers Donald Ramsay, Jack Stewart. Russ Lioyd and Launie Lewis would no doubt testify. it was a bit
like being the Mavor of a beautiful tropical coastal town, in which the CO and his wife were responsible
for all aspects of life within 1t; and what a wonderfully rewarding hfe it was.

I believe Australia’s relationship with Papua New Guinea 15 one of our deepest and most important. At
its core 13 owr close geographic proxmmity and shared history, of which the zallant defence of New
Guinea duning World War Two was the most defining moment. Some 200,000 Australian servicemen
and women participated in that arduous campaign supported in both a combat and logistic sense by our
Papua New Guinean fnends.

At the outbreak of the war, the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (NGVR) was formed a: 2 nulina battalion.
They eamed distinction through their efforts to resist the Japanese mmvaders mm 1942 wath approximately
80 members of the NGVR supporting the Australian troops of Lark Force on New Bntain Only 21 of
these men are known to have escaped to the mainland after the capitulation, with the remainder being
taken pnisoner. The suniving soldiers were incorporated mto the Australian New Guinea Administranive
Umnt i early 1943.
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ANGAU. on the other hand. was formed m Port Moresby on 10 Apnl 1942 a5 a result of military
control replacing the civil authonty in Papua, and of the hitherto separate administrations m Papua and
in New Guinez being amalgamated. Thus. the ongins of Papua New Guinea as a nation arguably lie in
this combined admimistration.

ANGAU areas of responsibility included maintaining law and order, providing health and education
services, amranging recruitment for the indigenous mnfantry battalions. and gathenng information on the
enemy's dispozitions. However ANGAU 15 best known for having recruited and managed the
indigenous labourers, who in contmuazlly supporting allied troops in action, acted as carmers on vanous
supply lines throughout Papua and New Guinea, and mn evacuating the wounded. Many of us knew Bert
Kienzle. the plantation owner and highly efficient wartime commander of ANGAU dunng our post-war
service in Port Moresby.

In 2005. I was prezent at the Bomana War Cemetery for a ceremony commemorating the 60th
Armmiversary of the final Pacific campaizn A beautiful and deeply spintual place. 1t 15 the final resting
place of more than 2,000 Australian satlors, soldiers and anmen, who died on war sernvice in Papua New
Guinea and on Bougamille.

Bomana also serves as 2 monument to the more than 700 Austrahians and Papua-New Gumneans who fell
and have no known graves - their final resting place known only to God.

I think 1t appropnate at this service to reflect for a moment on the wital campaign of the New Guinea
expenience - Kokoda. You will recall that the Japanese had not lost a battle m ther smke south though
Malaya. Singapore and the Philippmes. Their invasion of Papua New Guinez m July 1942 imtated one
of the bloodiest campaigns of World War Two, when a 4000 advance party of MAJGEN Tomuitaro
Hom's 13,500 force landed by swpnse near Gona on the north coast of New Guinez with 1000 mamly
Tolas from the Gazelle Penmnsula as camers.

Their intent was to advance quickly across the Owen Stanley ranges along the Kokoda Track to capture
Port Moresby.

Once Port Morezby with 1ts airfield and port was secured. along wath the anrfields m Milne Bay,
northern Australia's shipping lanes and potentally 1ts northern land mass would be at the mercy of the
enemy.

But the Japaneze did not make 1t A gallant Australian militia battalion. the 39th. its sister battahion the
53rd. three superb AIF battalions of the 215t Bngade. the Papuan Infantry Battzhon, along with
members of other local units including ANGAU. slowed. blunted. finally halted and then defeated the
fimious Japanese assaults along the track.

Az an aside, I remember my own personal expeniences m Papua New Guinea, commanding C Company
of IPIR i the 1960's; exercising along the Kokoda Track. with full equpment, simulating the battle
actions of August/September 1942 confronting the extraordinary physical condiions of the track, the
heat and ramn. the unforgiving tervamn, re-using weapon pits from the war, finding the bones of the dead,
old munitions. weaponry and other remnants of military hardware.

I can't bezin to tell you the effect on my company and me of that expenence, just twenty or so vears
after the events of Kokoda; every moment on the track reinforcing to us the incredible bravery. the
difficulties and the depnivation faced by Austrahian and PNG soldiers and their native carmers m that
prvotal campaign.

For the foot soldiers and the ANGAU camers m particular. movement became an endurance test of an
individual’s ability to operate in steanung rain forests and up mud-drenched mountamn slopes. Soldiers
were sometimes exhausted by the terrain before they even reached the enemy.

Tropical disease added to evervona's musery. Malana, Dengue Fever and Scrub Typhus were common
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in New Guinea and all were potentially fatal Soldiers who swvived these diseases were left badly
weakened and often suffered permanent 1ll health as a result.

Stxty years later. the frauma of those fimes still resonates deeply in both owr countries.

Afier the war, our military fies continued throughout the uncertain times of the 1950z, 60s and 70s untal
the rapid drawmg down of our Austrzhian Defence Force personnel after Independence mn 1975,

The Pacific Islands Regiment (PIR) was formed in November 1944 from an amalzamanon of the
Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB) and the 15t and 2nd New Guinea Infantry Battalions (NGIB). It was
awarded 1 Austrzlian battle honowrs, the first of which was the Kokoda Track. It fought m 10 of the 11
PNG campaigns; the exception being Milne Bay.

The new post-war role was essentially one of nation bulding - of proving by nulitary example that a
diverse, mbally-based people with hundreds of different languages could come together as one cohesive
nation. This was aclieved by long duration normally company-sized patrolling throughout PNG,
including 1t 15lands. For much of the time there were no reliable maps; and as late as 1966 I can recall
personally meeting villagers who had never seen a white man before. We had some interssting
expenences.

On the 15th of September 1973. the Australian flag was lowered m Papua New Gunea. The first
Govemor-Generzl of PNG, Sir John Guise, noted poignantly "that the Australian flag was being
lowered. not tomn down.” Prince Charles attended an equivalent ceremony i Wewak. Some 30,000
tnbal wamors m zll thewr magmficent finery were on display that day. As CO of 2PIR I had the
pnvilege of being present with Marlena.

Today. Australia remains commutted to the sigmficant. stratezic bilateral defence relationship that we
have mamtained with Papua New Guinea since our unmited defence of it over 65 vears ago, and 1t 15 this
legacy that we celebrate today.

Ladies and gentiemen. it 15 both mely and fittmg that we record and commemorzate the fremendous
history of the Pacific Islands Regziment and their forebears; the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and the
Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit. We honour thoze who did not retwn and those who
retwrned hurt in body or mind. None should ever be forgotten. none will be forgotten; nor mdeed will
the families and loved ones who supported them throughout the decades.

To the veterans here th1s moming. well done. Be proud of what vou achieved 1n PNG., in war and peace,
and 1n playing your part to bnng 2 warm and frnendly people to independent nationhood. The plaques
dedicated here today will bear permanent and mmportant testament to service gladly and farthfully ;iven
by those of us pnvileged to have belonged to ANGAU. NGVR zand the battalions of the Pacific Islands
Reziment.

Thank you

NGVR Plaque Unveiling address 15 May 2007.
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Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson NGX359 - Certificate of Service No. 21092, War Badge No. A174173

7 March 1907
1923 -1924

7 October 1939

21 January 1940

18 September 1941
21 December 1941
22 January 1942

22 January 1942

1 April 1942

16 August 1942

16 August 1942

15 September 1942
22 September 1942
2 October 1942

6 October 1942

1 December 1942

2 December 1942
10 December 1942
19 December 1942
29 January 1943

2 February 1943

17 February 1943
11 May 1943

31 May 1943

4 June 1943

5June 1943

5June 1943

5June 1943

6June 1943

16 June 1943

17 June 1943

20 June 1943

21 June 1943

30 August 1943

15 October 1943

20 June 1944

29 August 1944

29 August 1944

31 August 1944
1September 1944
12 September 1944
12 September 1944
13 October 1944

14 October 1944

4 June 1945

16 July 1945

18 July 1945

13 December 1945
14 December 1945
27 April 1989

2 May 1939

Born, Johannesburg, South Africa

Naval Cadets

Mining Engineering, Mt Lyell School Of Mines

Tasmanian Government Mine Manager's Certicate

Enlisted for 2 years, Bulolo, New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (NGVR) - Rifleman NG823

Leave

Appointed Corporal NGVR - Corporal NG2243

Civilian evacuation - RAAF Douglas DC-3 "VH-UZJ Kyilla" from Rabaul, New Guinea

Commence Full Time War Service in Citizen Military Forces (Militia) with NGVR in Bulolo

Attestation, Bulolo, Territory New Guinea - Attestation documentation later destroyed by enemy action

Appointed Acting Sergeant NGVR - Sergeant NG2243

Commence service with Kanga Force in New Guinea Lines of Communication (L/C) Area

March in transferred from NGVR to Kanga Force

Transferred to Port Moresby for duty

Evacuated to Australian Corps Receiving Centre (1 ACRC) from Port Moresby for medical transfer to Brisbane

Embarked on "HMAHS Manunda" hospital ship to Brisbane

Admitted to 112 Australian General Hospital (112 AGH), Brisbane - Malaria

Medical Classification Assessed Class A1, Queensland

Discharged to 101 Australian Convalescent Depot (101 ACD), Queensland

March in ex 101 ACD for Conference Board

March out to Leave and Transit Depot (L&TD) Ascot for 24 days Voluntary Health Leave (V.H.L.)

March in Redbank Reinforcement Depot (RRD) - unit disbanded

Attestation, Exhibition Grounds Brisbane, Queensland - NG2243

March out from RRD to Royal Australian Engineers Training Centre (4 RAET.C.), Wagga

March in to Royal Australian Engineers Training Centre (4 RAET.C.) ex Redbank Reinforcement Depot (RRD) Queensland
March out to NGFARD via 1st Army Personnel Staging Camp (1 APSC), Tennyson, Queensland from 4 RAETC

End of service in Citizen Military Forces (Militia) with Kanga Force

Commence service in Australian imperial Force (AIF) with ANGAU

Attestation into Australian Imperial Force (AIF), Brisbane, Queensland - NGX359

Enlisted with Australian New Guinea Administration Unit, Native Labour Section (ANGAU)

March out to New Guinea Force Advanced Reinforcement Depot (NGFARD) from 1 APSC Tennyson, Queensland
Embarked from Townsville on "HMAT Duntroon "

"HMAT Duntroon " sailed with 1,077 personnel, 2 motor transports, 3,244 Australian mail bags, 159 US mail bags (Page 94)
Disembarked "HMAT Duntroon " at Port Moresby, New Guinea

Taken On Strength from 2/1 Australian Corps Reception Centre (2/1 ACRC)

Appointed Sergeant, Australian New Guinea Administration Unit (ANGAU), Native Labour Section - Sergeant NGX359
Appointed Acting Warrant Officer Class Il, Australian New Guinea Administration Unit (ANGAU), Native Labour Section - A/WOII NGX359
Emplaned at Nadzab, New Guinea, to fly to Townsville on leave

Embarked from Townsville on "SS Taroona ", returning to New Guinea from leave

"SS Taroona " sailed with 646 personnel, Order 296 (Page 158)

Disembarked "SS Taroona" in Milne Bay, New Guinea returning from leave

Admitted to 2 Medical Receiving Station (2 MRS) in Milne Bay- Pyrexia of Unknown Origin (P.U.O.) & Transferred to X List
Discharged from 2 MRS, Malaria benign tertian (MBT), at Milne Bay, New Guinea

Strength increase, Rejoined ANGAU unit from 2 MRS

Discharged from service under Australian Military Regulations & Orders (AMR&O 253 Vlli(a)) to receive Commissioned Rank
Appointed Lieutenant, Australian New Guinea Administration Unit (ANGAU), Native Labour Section - Lieutenant NGX359
New Guinea Training School, ANGAU Officer's Regimental Training Course (24 days) - ANGAU Northern Regional
Embarked from Lae, New Guinea on "SS Van Outhoorn"

Disembark "SS Van Outhoorn" in Brisbane from Lae

Appointment with AIF Terminated

Transferred to the Reserve of Officers (ANGAU) Tasmania

Died, Mossman Hospital, Mossman, Queensland

Buried, Mossman Lawn Cemetary, Queensland

Lieutenant Gilbert Stuart Robertson War Service History (compiled from extracted official
records from National Archives of Australia).

102



PARTICULARS

Z}ART!CLz%/
{/ 12

Ewnvoi r
Posted at_2 ‘/ .(.AM L«

Dw@ v 947 """

l‘)
Sent b!

lleqn!rred Axﬁlr (1
commuyd e

Form R.15 (C§)

ON POSTAL SERVICE

Postmark of office
Timbre du bureaw

returning advice.
renvoyant avis.

NELLES

Expddid )m ’g o /
Addressed m : 5¢73 /\
oSl 2? Zj SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRES
y4 ok o $N CO?
1) lnurl Vs Pfifited Mgatter,' “0 L ‘3"
M -
* Parcel,”™ ete,, as | rv)uqv é‘ J 1 ”MMY T\l];:{ "_]Ri- j
an unregistered par 'J yf . // //‘- A
gistered,” pnd,insert “Ordinary.’ V ( /’:“d{. _7‘/".";{{/’}*41;”7/
ST e { et and number or P.O. Box No.)
af th 5 Ol LA ke
g il the name (City town)
Lt on right,
nre lwm inserted by s N L s —
(State)
AUSTRALIA

. .
Gilbert Stuart Robertson War Service History records copies. Advice of Delivery card for

letter sent on 4 November 1947 to G S Robertso
Northern Command Army Records Office.

DVICE OF

{ U IS DE RE!

D

€

The ugdersignes
/9 i
on the other »l e of ll r.u!
j 3ig

(Signature of officer by whom

EPTI

FOR USE AT OFFICES IN AUSTRALIA

J?

ﬁrtlw,{u__

To be forwurded to sender by fi

n C/- Bulolo Gold Dredging at Bulolo from

ELIVERY

IN)

knowledges the receipt on

the nrtlele deseribed

n-(u ¢ of nddressee)

delivery is made)

irst mail after delivery.

NOTE.—An AR, article posted

delivering office and not by the

delivery therein is delivered to the addressee only. In
other countries, delivery Is effected in accordanee with
their own regulations. In sor conniries, it in the prac-
tice for the AR, card to be wignoed by an official at the

in the Commonwealth for

na e

FOR USE ONLY AT O

The

i

undersigne

201 pnd deéclure

its

do de

the officinl of the delivery offi
l'agent du burecaw deatinatai

flr-t mml to lhl‘ sender.
mwirrier directement

scH. & uw—rknr}—mnox B

egleme die pays t

-

AUSTRALIA

d staics th
que |«

on lh( other side was duly delivered on
d'autre part a diéd dllament liviéd le 10
n
(Sigrature of nddressee)
Sigiatyre du deatinataire)
(Signature of officinl at delivery office)
(Signature de U'aovent du bureau dostinataire)
1) This ndvice muat be gigned by the addressce, or, if the
Cet avis doil re mignd par le destinataire, ow of len
regulations of the country of destination so provide, hy

FFICES OUTSIDE

nt the article

deseribed
onne

tion le comportent, par

ce, and returned by the
re of romvopd par le
A Uexpiditeur,

B

Gilbert Stuart Robertson War Service History records copies. Advice of Delivery card for
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation Army Number 823 on 7 October 1939 while living at
Bulwa, New Guinea.




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation Army Number 823 on 7 October 1939.




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation Army Number 823 on 7 October 1939.




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation Army Number 823 on 7 October 1939.




AA. Form Mob. 1
(Revised December, 1941)

MILITARY FORCES.

6629411

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts IIL or IV.
of the Defence Act.

Army No._ M E- 343 T

Surname___ ﬂﬂBERTS 0” st e s (Oheishion Nm_i{_ﬂ"( M

- (BLOTK “"“ll.ll
St = e LA P e T

Enlisted jor war service at... .

(Place)
(Date)

Qmﬁwnb&ydhmmﬂdmwmmqlhndaa}oldmm.'
I Sum-mc_g_ E”ISO M =
I. What s your name? e o o 0 } O TALS)
r —t

] 2. In or near the town of & 7 —F"N-N A

2. Where were you bom ? 5 oo v oo o ¢ o =
J In the state or country of ./%vcl-

3. Are you a British Subject? .. % . 5 L3 M
! R S i
4. What is your age and date of birth?
] Date of Birth.
5. (a) What is your normal trade or occupstion ? Grade any? -« . 5. %
(8) Present occupation ? o0 .. o % = (%) .
6. (a) Are you married, single or widower ? @ e e 6.(a).4 -

75&;W#“dmm Ait Force service eithes o
B m%uwunwamudo:amq:n? - r r ! (a)d_c 24 fa’ l‘ v K

(5) What wea the resson for your discharge? .. )
8. Who actual next of kin ? (Order of relationship.
e o o g ot i s
oon cldest half-brother, eldest half-sister) -
» -
9Wimwn;-td&-7 o =
10, What § Mw:mm = ?"‘—
MCMMM.WMMM 50) 0. & €2 o
1 I, Centificate for entry to Secondary School
11. Which, if any, of the following Educational Qualifications do % z LSS
R B R e i Lom w wiinds S st RSN r o LS
Q > 4. Leaving Honours

#

12, Heve pouovcboam oot by a G Connt? .. .. .. 12 A Ak
If so—(a) Whet Court? .. # S 2 1 (@) - =
(5) For what S o e Cull D i
_____ do solemnly declare that the
sbove answers made by me to the above questions gre true,
MMW 7394 M
(Signature of or Witnemsing Officar.) (Signature)
* The persen will be warned that should he give falss answars 10 any of these questions he will be to ¥ Hine
the Defance Acte.

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Mobilisation Attestation NG2243 on 2 February 1943.
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| B
MEDICAL EXAMINATION

I have made full and careful examination of the abovenamed person in accordance with the instructions contained in the Standing Orders
Army Medical Services. In my opinion he is—*

I, Fit for Clam L

% emporstly ik for Clise Tl . avx P,

3. Fit for Claws I\ N ~a ,

4. Temporarily unfit for Class 04 e — L

5. Unfit for military service b i i - 9 =

Place. ,-____..'__ e : - et —~
Signature of Examining Medical Officer e B =

1t Reaon for unfitness to be stated.

* Glaasificatiing which wre inafplicalie to be struck out.

C

OATH OF ENLISTMENT |

For persons enlisted or called upon under Part IIL or Part IV. of the Defence Act, and not being members of the Active
Citizen Military Forces to serve in the Citizen Forces in time of war. Not compulsory for serving members of the Forces or
Mwbtbaﬁu-&'m.u‘qhnXldethnd—h-yunnoﬁwﬁuhni-d.lhu&Mh
administered to ther as part of the ceremony of attestation.

= » \ \.
f#ﬂu/,ﬂ/i.m,{mm swear that T will well and truly
serve our er

eign Lord, the King, in the Citizen Military Forces of the Commonwealth of Australia for the
duration ofathe present time of war, or until sooner lawfully discharged, dismissed, or removed, and that 1 will
resist His Majesty's enemies and cause His Majesty’s peace to be kept and maintained, and that [ will in all
mga;Wi‘g to my Qrvme fnithful!y discharge my duty according to law.

§n elp MAe God!

S, UG SR p
_. . gnature of Person Enlisted. .. 74
Subsétibedeat._, M £ _in the State ofﬂ‘%ﬂée(
i ik day of _oZe 19.%3
{ Bebicaimw—

Stgnature of Attesting 057_

A
P who object to take an cath make an affirmation 1n with the Third Schedule Defence
OB e sl i o S g i st vz . A ko

/; MMM JIW (G« >
e~ /Z‘ )

-
Z

Gt Primter, Heddhane. saom - 2oy As

e 4

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Mobilisation Attestation NG2243 on 2 February 1943.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation NGX359 on 5 June 1943.




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Attestation NGX359 on 5 June 1943.




' A, Form B.199(0).
(Adapted),
(Roprinted Oct., 1041),

ASCM 106 Ty

yie2 .

” \.{'“ .

OFFICER'S RECORD OF SERVICE

g7 e  Surname.....

Other Names %W

—

N/E

Personal N--% A

Regr. orCorp.«/fﬁ H L ,4,4,4&.1 46/'
IG5 RSO

(PLOCK CAFSTALS)

Personal Particulars—

» 4 2
-,4&/,’4..._‘-

P o, ford 'f,',\:'r-v 4_7.(_,,.'1,.‘."#7_, NAEE250
Address = s S e 3
Date of Birth / L O 7. Plccc..,.,,.lu "‘.‘!‘é_‘:.".“,::ﬁ "c,&&/«’*
” g
Civilian Employment ,J/un7 u\:u.tc A . Religion.......... - 0er ..
Name, Relationahip und Adidress of next of kin Children Previous Military Service
- Duto of birth _Sex Unit From To
A..A,A_x il /r(( é’h xm-’—r J
-4 SRS~ 207 o S0
§ A i .
& | '
»
E Examinations ond Promotions—
z Rank Subjoot Date Authority ‘ Date Authority
& “Lleutenant — ~ — —— P
) zﬁ/ f/,wo,, fy.’r’.«’%’r
3
E 3
-
2L
ol
""" c / |
Schools, Courtes, &re.—
Nature of Courne Place | From ' To Curtificate Authority

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Officer's Record of Service.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Officer's Record of Service.




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Service & Casualty Form.

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Service & Casualty Form.




NEX359 = \
T /1 VEERTSCN . S. KALAMAZOG B3037
v . C.OF A, GAZRTTR
DATE » RANK UNIT DETAIL AUTHORITIES o pur e
Lurpand T | GNEARL JJ_:__’ZL_c L Locie Aee 1 Y S aad E |
tavaas| g O(res) Tomao G Y. d I
g g, el = Z -
= o I o weeoolf 242X . SN BT
6. 24‘11 € /3 FoR pus7, 13629 .
- ”:# = C ‘c‘ai‘v‘é rl.. /r“rI\le; ‘*—[ -
" e — e / / J > b
SERVICE. ETC: ~ DECORATIONS
MEDALS 2 ) o|8a
CHRISTIAN 4 25 21 . Lo a .z wulale
NAMES 7 illeen / _dteva 1.7 HN IR R Fla|
PET R NAME AND INITIALS e | s ea e s l< s |3 1E8 1R |25l
Nex 35§ KCEERTSON & S 720

‘

DATE RANK uNIT

DETA!IL

C.OF A GAZETYE

AUTHORITIES
NO PAGE

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Officer's Record of Service.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Proceedings for Termination of an Officer's Appointment.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Determination of Demobilization Priority.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson Courses of Instruction Confidential Report.




SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS OF AWARD AND NOTES FOR GUIDANCE IN

THE WEARING OF CAMPAIGN STARS, DEFENCE AND WAR MEDALS

Members, to be eligible for awards, must normally have been taken on the strength of a uni.t in a
qualifying area through Routine Orders Part II.

Cl or
Order of Description of Ribbon Vl\:;g‘mm&f Conditions of Award

- | awarded)

R SmERTEE | | DL e

; 1 i pes. : 0 p 45, y en campai

is ribbon is worn with the dark in Greece, Crete, Syria, Java, tl'Sy:mxa.tra, alaya,

bluc stripe furthest from the left Timor, Burma, Assam and NW Frontier qualifies.

shoulder. The 6 months’ qualifying areas are Middle East

(West of Sucz ), New Guinea and other

arcas of SWPA. Operational service brought to an

end by death, wounds, or other disabﬂig, due to

service, qualifies. Service in Palestine, Sinai, and

India (excluding NW Frontier) does not qualify.

Battle of Service as air crew of fighter aircraft engaged in

Britain the Battle of Britain. Members of AMF, as such,

are not eligible for this clasp.

2. Africa Pale buff, with a central vertical | g Army or | Entry info operational service with a unit performing
Star red stripe and two narrower | jgr Arm 3 erational tions west of Suez Canal. Members

stripes, one dark blue and the | Ajr Forc)::. of units who were stationed in Palestine and
other light blue. This ribbon is Navy, called forward to Alexandria area in Egypt with
worncstv‘rx;.rhmntlu.-,thdal::tct 211::11 ; 18th Army l :a view to embarl;aﬁo::mlflor Greece and spent 30

furth e er. Grou 3 ~or more in the ifyi i A1
| P HQ i Apygl 1941, are clign‘h%e l'o£|¥ ?ﬁe‘%arlz BN
. Members of units who were staging in the qualifying
| area, not for the purpose of embarking for Greece,
. are deemed not to have been “in operational

service” in the area, and do not Txahfy

| The First and Eighth Army Clasps to this star
l I are granted for service with the First and Eighth
’ ; : . _Armies, respectively from 23 Oct 42 to 12 May 43.

3. Pacific | Dark green, with red edges, 2 | Burma Entry into operational service in the Pacific theatre,

Star  _|“central yellow stripe and two | This award cannot be carned in addition to the
- | narrow stripss, ope dark blue and | Burma Star.
rrs the other light blue. This ribbon |
o i o I e
| rom eft shoulder. |
4. Burma | Dark blue with a central red “Pacific Entry inlo operational service in the Burma cam-
Star stripe, and in addition two orange | paign and for service in Bengal, Assam, China and
| stripes. Malaya, in specified areas and between oergu‘n
i | dates. This award cannot be carned in addifion
' | tothe Pacific Star. If both Pacific and Burma
i Stars have been earned, the award first earned will
| be granted with a clasp for the other award.

5. Defence  Flame agholox;redh]c“lrlith grttlelel: bcidgf i Sit : (Gt)edmonths’ service in non-op:hrationaledareas
N upon e of which is a thi ack | subjec to air attack, or closel reatened, and
oo sg?pe. for twelve months’ non-opcmﬁonayl Service Overscas

from, or outside Australia. Service in cligible

categories brought to an end before the gualifying

period has been completed either by death due to

! | enemy action on duty or by injuries inflicted by
| enemy action, will qualify.

6, War | A _narrow central red stripe with | Mentioned Full-time duty personne! of the armed forces for
Medal i a parrow white stripe on either | in a total of not less than 23 days operational or non-
1939/457 | side. A broad red stripe at either | Despatches | operational service wherever rendered not neces-

edge, and two intervening stripes
| in blue.

sarily continuous,

7. Australia A khaki ribbon edged dark bluc
Service |'and light bluc respectively with

,__,?yvtwoimcrvcx_mgredsmpc_s._
|

l

= 5= -

o o m—

bt M

Full-time duty of not less than 18 months or part-
time duty of not less than 3 years providing that at

least 60 days defence duty was performed during the

: ﬂ)anmls- montha'fwgatmndmd'
it shall count double towards the part-time service
qualification.

Closing Dates for qualifying service for awards —

Definition of Operational Service —

Buropean and Middle East theatre — 8 May 45
SWPA —2 Sep 45

Time spent on the posted strength of a unit in an operational area will count as “operational service” if
it falls within the periods defined separately for each award.

TOTAL AWARDS. FOVR  ArMy No NEX 359 NAMEG: S Ro BERT SoN

BiIBéE Stuart Robertson NG2243 Awarded Medals list.
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Gilbert Stuart Robertson NG2243 Personnel Records copies (compiled from extracted
official records from National Archives of Australia Members Folder).




Gilbert Stuart Robertson Members Folder Extracts Summary. |




EC.HGB.
27th mch. 1942,

District FPinance 0ffi
18t Military mgtriot?".
National House,

157-163 ann street,

Ll BLane , K s/A L

Purther to my telegrams here
:{a Statutory Declarations,and Forms ﬁf’ﬁl!n"mﬁﬁt%’”
ims by the dependants of the undermentioned members .

Will you please authorise payments as soon as possible,
Lincoln John BELL

Ernest Wilfred PEARCE.
X@ilbert Stuart ROBERTS

led RUTUHINSON,
Fmﬁ Lt. Col.

Enclo
sures (8) ISTRICT P OFFICER
th Military District,

.Gilbert Stuart Robertson Memo to District Finance Officer 15 Military District Brisbane re
Allotment & Dependants’ Allowance Wives of New Guinea Members.
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cCoPY.

FORM W.F. 7A
2 (Repeinted March, 1M1)
= AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

ALLOTTEE'S IDENTIFICATION FORM

N-G.zay3.
Soldier’s Name.... Gilbert Stuart Robertson Army No.. HeGe833
Rank Corporal Unit_. NaG.Yolunteer. ... Paybook No....oor ..
—BAT 1O 8
1. What relation are you to the above-named member?._ wife

2. Give particulars and extent of your dependency upon the member.. Pully. dependant.

(i the case of a wife this question noed not be answered.)
3. What is your present address ?....."Bonnie Brae"  TAROONA.. . TASMANTAe.... ...

4. State particulars of children dependent upon the member for support—

— e Dt of Birth
Day | Month | Year
ilma-Jean-Rebertsor i Taroona 7.12% b, 1.95“'
.Bonnie Lymn " " 6317 (1935
_Besther:Gaye.. . " » 5.110] 12 |1936
Fern Brae " - 5110 12 |1936
5. Has the allotment been made to you for the purpose of your own }
maintenance or personal use ? 3
6. Has the allotment been made to you for the purpose of holding‘
the amount in trust for the member or for ap;ﬁication to some
definite use indicated by him ? )
I,.ﬁ..El‘.W.,.AQBA...RQ'D..QI&.QOII hereby declare that [ am the

allottee of the person whose military particulars are shown above, and that the information given
is true and correct,

Witness RaHi.Baker

Allottee's Signature.. E.A.Robertson

Date 23/3/42

ALLOTTEE'S SPECIMEN SIGNATURE

S S SR g |

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Allottee’s Identification Form WF7A.
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~ Date L 19

Statutory Declaration.

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Statutory Declaration.



\J‘:

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

STATUTORY DECLARATION.

N.G2#
Tl %7 Qdor Robodtor —

wking the
dacleraticn,

?f

, do solemnly and sincerely

m"'t""‘::‘"‘?:"..._.“:‘, declare ¥ //{q/ ﬂc,‘/ ’)%—'za-%g y W/

S Bt Rdekis o, HH P25
oI ) e ey Aploo ams Kt
MW 44@0«&#@

/.M S ks i A llveebintion

And | make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Dedarations
Ac 1911 conscientiously believing the statements contained therein to be true

in every particular.

- &) M«/
e e / M W

Declared at ﬂW lh_c

22t day of PU v clos 19 4 Z-, before me,

“ Sm o 1 /-
dectarstion 4 nade.
) Hern Lr-‘m tithe o : % O
|l
et ™ A
5 Jﬂ'\

’l‘ OTF.—M\) punm who wilfally ‘makes a fslse stat i 4 Sedutory Ded is guilty of an indictabile
oflence, and is Hibde w0 imprisonment. with or without herd lnlxmr foe lwv ey
wL By Authordty: L F, Joussyox, lumnuuwn\ulu Goveruewt Preiatur, Canbiorra,

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Statutory Declaration.
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FOMILITARY.

Fel2
ROBERTSON
POST
DEPENDANTS

cHILoRE W

UBONNIE

TELEGRAHN

N &

23R

—r

/) 6?2,2443/

REFERENE
GeSe
OFFICE
ALLOGANCE

BRAE"

DESPATCHED: 31/3/42.

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Telegram re Allotment & Dependants’ Allowance.

i)

TAROONA

»

INSTRUCTION
ALL OTMENT

ROBERTSON
‘—“
TASHANIA.

FOMILITARY

CORPORAL
TAROOINA
AND

OUR
ADDERESS
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r
TELEPHONE— > ’ /_,"//' ot

“f

AJ/MH - 1. 1 r S
: Australian Military Forces—Northern Command. o
" Picass quote this Number when repiyteg. Tyvm——— mysltz: g’egffi c? »
Date  10th April, 1942
MEMORANDUMN : W v YN

RE N.G.2243 - Corporal ROBERTSON Gilbert Stuart

With reference to your telegram No.F.13 of 7/4/42 regarding -~
the above-named soldier, you are advised that on and from 22/1/42
an allotment of 3/6 per day in favour of his wife (Elvy Ada
ROBERTSON, Bonnibrae, Taroona,) has been put intoc operation. This,
together with Dependants Allowance of 11/- per day on and from that
date, has been made avallesble for the allottee's collectlon at
the Tarcona Post 0ffice,.

Please note that the member's correct Number 1s N.G.2243
and not N,(G.838.

District Finance Cfficer, | DISTRICT FIKARCE OFFICE
6th ¥ilitary District, i REC'D
Anglesea Barracks, HOBART, ,
TASMANIA . —"- 16 APR 142

\ : 3 v = £/ '

.Gilbert Stuart Robertson Memo re Allotment & Dependants’ Allowance.

127



—h AL

EJ/FC 13th July, 1942.

District Pinance Officer,
Queensland L., of C. Area,
National House,

157 - 163 Ann Street,
BRISBANE.

NG 22L47% - ROBERTSON G.S.

Herewith W.F. 30, W.F. 31 and W.P. 76 concerning
Allotment of abovenamed soldier.

Payment has been made to the Bank from 19/6/L42
at_rates 9/- Allotment 11/~ D.A. in anticipation of your
W.P. 50 confirmation.

(

L_»,f;

—r Major,
ASST. DISTRICT FINANCE OFFICER,
Tas. Force.

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Memo from Australian Military Forces — Northern Command to
District Finance Officer 6™ Military District Hobart re Allotment & Dependants’ Allowance.
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{ f f/,/:/ AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES. Ferm W¥34

o fv /’ ISE.-MIUTARV DISTRICT. Scedas Ne 88
Schedule of Allotments Payable in___ %% Military District.
Allst. Diatsiet | ber Dieen. Date Clasa This Colired i for the Tse
“0:-,-, % —E_: ATy | mank | Nawe of Mimder Unit. Hum: and Asiross — m:'::w Lot : '::‘4 o
¥ TN iz70%

£L
a4 }aum latn 243 [Cpl. ROHBRSSON Gilbert S0n Ehvey Ads J fimessnt s wlphe[25 o0
Stuart [NGVR eld Strect, 9/~ |11/~ 09,8.44 Tranafer %
SAND . L Pa0y ; =0
tion |your femo 13/7/42. 0 .03, HOBART. wom FaOd ffimeunt Falaigleh 707712

i

ALLOYENT BROTION.

Fomewr, Wesr Pubiatng P2 (M0, Tieg Sl s, FmIO/0,

Certified Correct L
#
e Vet AN~ "/" -
OlCM‘pSMJ ter MDD -,

Douu_"') il SN

Gilbert Stuart Robertson Schedule of Allotments Payable in 6™ Military District Form WF50.

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES. g Fom WS
QLD, L,0.0.ARBA __ mirramy DISTRICT, actvedie o Y
AL . -
Schedule of Allotments Payable in TAS:L.0.CoARBA  Mfifitary District.
Alet. | gy | Peet| St a0t Al Pat Disee. b af Clase Tie Column o far the Uss
g‘im e %— Al o R e e @ Nbsike. W B Atsioper. Reselring Offios Only.
AR mm
7 1 |ouesqur |EAIOTN 384 AP EEIDTH B | )%
REFFR W.7.50 ©8/24 4 ADVICE No.6 - Ghesk Allotifron Lr
OAPT| SIMPSON J.D. |MOVRE | SINPSON C.8 oL RavES
= o l 2 | {wrem) :a/-
l i = L9/ 11/« 19/6/4 0D ¥ 1 w.Fpife
< _
s | 8 2243 | OPL | RORERTSON G.8, | WOVR. | RONERTSON R.A. - o | MS182 arpin~ SjEre
| R (w1rs) | 0/= wﬁ 14/5/48 wER et Aty

50 e | moa7l e | PEMDERTON N.0.M, AP | PRMSSRTON A. (WIFE) /= %uug V.
: 5: HE® RA

7 R 7.2.50

" WP.S

33

2\ B [raso4 | Woo. MAMN K0, | AJW.0! MaEM B, (WIFE)

. v o il

!
|
i e PP T
b
Gilbert Stuart Robertson Schedule of Allotments Payable in Tasmania Lines of Command
Area Military District Form WF50.
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Whasoaver shall unlawhully aftar any Certifind Copy of an entry In any Registar of Births, Marriages, or Deaths, whather by arasure, abliteration, rampval, addition or
otherwise is guilty of a CRIME, and liable to the punishment by [nw provided in that behall. [{See Sections 488 and 488 of the "Criminal Code™.)

CAUTION:

Queensland
DEATH CERTIFICATE

REGISTRATION NUMEER
1989/ 53551

DECEASED
Name and surname . .

Qccupation .
Sex and Age. .
Date of Death. . Y S e 15 AT
Place of Death PREEEA T WS Yor

Where barn and, It not born in Austraiia,
peried of residence in Australia .

Gilbert Stuart Tasma Robertson
Retired Mining Engineer

e 82 years
27 April 1989
Mossman Hospital, Mossman
-, South Africa 75 years

PARENTS
Name &nd surname of father ,,

Qccupation .. ., . T RS A

Name and maiden surname of mothar .

William Erin Robertson
Carpenter
Mary Ella  Leitch

MARRIAGE(S)
Where, ot what age and to whom
deceased was married.

Zeehan, Tasmania, 22 years, Elvy Ada Crane

CHILDREN
Names and ages

Wilma Jean 55 5mxrs
Bonnie Lynne 53 years
Heather Gay 52 years
Fern Brae 52 years

MEDICAL
Cause of death v R TR

Duration of last iliness

I(a) ].Fz‘;h,‘;dm’ left ventricular failure (b) Pancytopaenia (idiopathic) 2 Korsakoff's
psyc.

I(a) 12 hours (b) 2 months 2 longstanding

Medical attendant by whom certified . G. m“rﬁ
When he/she lest saw daeceased 28 Apnil 1989
BURIAL or CREMATION
When and where buried or cremated . 2 May 1989  Mossman Lawn Cemetery
Bywhomecertified .. .. .. .. ..l R.W. Crimmins
Nama and raligion of minister and/or names | E.F. Peachey, Uniting Church

of two witnesses of burlal or cremation

INFORMANT
Name, description or relationship,
and residence

Wilma J. Bester, Daughter, 31 Hinsby Road, Taroona, Tasmania

REGISTRAR
Name, date and place of registration

C.J.Green, 7 June 1989, Brisbane

NOTES (if any)

'.. '. 1 G ...'.
G“ &, .,
i ~
kS .":

'-.?.0 \—“ o’..

Dated: 22 October 2013

I, David John, Registrar-General, certlfy that the above is a true
copy of particulars recorded in a Ragister kept in the General
Reaistry at Brisbane

Registrar-fseneral

N.B. Not Valid Unless Bearing the Authorised Seal
and Signature of the Registrar-General
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