PAPUA NEW GUINEA VOLUNTEER RIFLES
was the successor to the WWII New Guinea Volunteer
Rifles Militia Battalion. It was the only Australian post
WWII Militia (CMF) Battalion which was:


formed, served and disbanded overseas



never served in Australia



always on the Australia’s Order of Battle



always commanded by a regular army officer



from 1964 actively enlisting Papua New Guineans
(non-Australians)



from 1964 a fully-integrated unit comprising
Australians and non- Australians in all ranks

The colourful story of this unique Australian Militia
Battalion unfolds in this detailed telling by Major Bob
Harvey-Hall RFD ED (Ret), the second-longest serving
PNGVR soldier/officer/Company Commander and
Battalion 2/1C, from the unit’s earliest days until near
when it was disbanded.
The story reveals how expatriates thought and lived in PNG from the early 1950s just after the war; how
the battalion provided the initial defence of the country and assisted to re-establish the Pacific Island
Regiment. As the country’s development process increased, the battalion’s role was expanded and Papua
New Guineans were welcomed enlistments into the PNGVR military community.
The battalion played an important role during the anxious time the governing of West Papua was
transferred to Indonesia from the Dutch. As the country rapidly moved towards its own independence
there was no need for an Australian CMF unit in PNG and the unit was disbanded. Many of the expatriate
Australians remained in PNG after independence and further assisted the country in its development.
Read how the bonding created by the unique shared experiences within PNGVR remains strong today and
is exemplified whenever a group of former PNGVR soldiers meet.
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Name: ......................................................................................................................................................... Email or Phone
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